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PREFACE 


The present book is the second of several volumes which are 
intended to replace the Introduction to Theoretical Physics written 
by the same authors in 1933. By separating the material on mechanics, 
on electromagnetism, and on the ciuantum theory, we believe that it in 
possible to give a somewhat better rounded treatment of each of these 
fields, which will be more useful to the teacher and the student. We 
have taken advantage of the opportunit 3 ^ to give a considerably more 
complete treatment of the foundations of electrostatics and magneto- 
statics, and to introduce some of the new developments in electro- 
magnetic theory since 1933. At the same time, we have tried to 
preserve, and even to extend, the general unity of treatment which 
we believed so important when the earlier book was published. We 
have a conviction that the teaching of theoretical physics in a number 
of separate courses, as in mechanics, electromagnetic theory, potential 
theory, thermodynamics, and modern physics, tends to keep a student 
from seeing the unity of physics, and from appreciating the importance 
of applying principles developed for one branch of science to the prob- 
lems of another. 

We have developed electromagnetism from first principles, and 
have included in the appendixes enough of the necessar^^ mathematical 
background so that the student familiar with the calculus and differ- 
ential equations can follow the work, without further training in 
mathematics or in mathematical phj’-sics. Nevertheless, electro- 
magnetic theory" is a later historical development than mechanics, and 
it makes use of many mathematical methods, as in vector and tensor 
analysis, potential theory, and partial differential equations, which 
were first developed for mechanics, and find their most straightforward 
applications in mechanical problems. Although w^e feel that the 
present volume is designed so that it can be used by itself, a thorough 
grounding in mechanics is a very desirable prerequisite. The student 
who first familiarizes himself with the companion volume on mechanics 
will find many similarities in treatment of the two fields, which will 
enhance his understanding of both. 

Electromagnetic theory has developed in two principal directions 
since its original formulation in the middle of the last century: toward 
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the electromagnetic theory of light, treating very short wave lengths, 
and providing the mathematical foundation for the theory of optics; 
and toward the longer wave lengths encountered in electrical engineer- 
ing and radio. In the last few years, the practical applications have 
come at constantly shorter wave lengths, until with the recent develop- 
ment of microwaves the gap between the two branches of the subject 
has been practically closed. We handle problems of both types, mak- 
ing no distinction between the methods used for them. 

In 1933, it was almost universal practice to use the Gaussian system 
of units for handling electromagnetic problems, and Introduction to 
Theoretical Phydcc is written in terms of those units. Since then, the 
mks, or meter-kiiogram-second, system has come into common use, 
and we have made use of that system in the present volume, believing 
that its advantages over the Gaussian system are considerable. We 
give in an appendix, however, a discussion of the various systems of 
units, including a formulation of all the important equations in terms 
of the Gaussian system, so that the reader will not be at a disadvan- 
tage in consulting other books using the Gaussian units, and so that 
he will understand properly the relations among the various systems. 

We quote from the preface of Introduction to Theoretical Physics: 

“In a book of such wide scope, it is inevitable that many important 
subjects are treated in a cursory manner. An effort has been made to 
present enough of the groundwork of each subject so that not only is 
further work facilitated, but also the position of these subjects in a 
more general scheme of physical thought is clearly shown. In spite 
of this, however, the student will of course make much use of other 
references, and we give a list of references, by no means exhaustive, but 
suggesting a few titles in each held which a student who has mastered 
tlie material of this book should be able to appreciate. 

“At the end of each chapter is a set of problems. The ability to 
work problems, in our opinion, is essential to a proper understanding of 
physics, and it is hoped that these problems will provide useful prac- 
tice. At the same time, in many cases, the problems have been used to 
extend and amplify the discussion of the subject matter, where limita- 
tions of space made such discussion impossible in the text. The 
attempt has been made, though we are conscious of having fallen far 
short of succeeding in it, to carry each branch of the subject far enough 
so that definite calculations can be made with it. Thus a far surer 
mastery is attained than in a merely descriptive discussion. 

^‘Finally, we wish to remind the reader that the book is very defi- 
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nitely <3i\e on theoretical physics. Though at times descriptive 
material, and descriptions of experimental results, are included, it is 
in general assumed that the reader has a fair knowledge of experimental 
physics, of the grade generally covered in intermediate college courses. 
No doubt it is unfortunate, in vie\Y of the unity which we have stressed, 
to separate the theoretical side of the subject from the expeiimental in 
this way. This is particxilarly true when one remembers that the 
greatest difficulty which the student has in mastering theoretical 
physics comes in learning how to appl}^ mathematics to a physical 
situation, how to formulate a problem mathematically, rather than 
in solving the problem when it is once formulated. We have tried 
wherever possible, in problems and text, to bridge the gap between pure 
mathematics and experimental physics. But the only satisfactory 
answer to this difficulty is a broad training in which theoretical physics 
goes side by side with experimental physics end practical laboratory 
work. The same ability to overcome obstacles, the same ingenuity 
in devising one method of procedure when another fails, the same 
physical intuition leading one to perceive the answer to a problem 
through a mass of intervening detail, the same critical judgment 
leading one to distinguish right from wrong procedures, and to 
appraise results carefully on the ground of physical plausibility, are 
required in theoretical and in experimental physics. Leaks in vacuum 
systems or in electric circuits have their counterparts in the many 
disastrous things that can happen to equations. And it is often as 
hard to devise a mathematical system to deal with a difficult problem, 
without unjustifiable approximations and impossible complications, as 
it is to design apparatus for measuring a difficult quantity or dete(*.ting 
a new effect. These things cannot be taught. They come only from 
that combination of inherent insight and faithful practice which is 
necessary to the successful physicist. But half the battle is over if the 
student approaches theoretical physics, not as a set of mysterious 
formulas, or as a dull routine to be learned, but as a collection of 
methods, of tools, of apparatus, subject to the same sort of rules as 
other physical apparatus, and yielding physical results of great impor- 
tance. . . . The aim has constantly been, not to teach a great collec- 
tion of facts, but to teach mastery of the tools by which the facts have 
been discovered and by which future discoveries will be made,” 

John C. Slateh 

NathIniel H. Trank. 

Cambridge, Mass,, 

July , 194Z 
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CHAPTER I 

THE FIELD THEORY OF ELECTROMAGNETISM 


A dynamical problem has two aspects: mechanics, the determina- 
tion of the accelerations and hence of the motions, once the forces are 
given; and the study of the forces acting under the existing circum- 
stances. The basic principles of mechanics are simple. In its classical 
form, mechanics is based on Newton's laws of motion, laws discovered 
and formulated nearly three hundred years ago. The developments 
since then have been technical, mathematical improvements in the way 
of formulating the laws and solving the resulting mathematical 
problems, rather than additions to our fundamental knowledge of 
mechanics. Only in the present century, wdth wave mechanics, has 
there been a change in the underlying structure of the subject. 

The study of forces, on the other hand, is difficult and complex. 
The first forces brought into mathematical formulation were gravi- 
tational forces, as seen in planetary motion. Next were elastic 
forces. Then followed electric and magnetic forces, wloich are the 
subject of this volume. Their study was mostly a product of the 
nineteenth century. During the present century, it has become clear 
that electromagnetic forces are of far wider application than was first 
supposed. It has become evident that, instead of being active only 
in electrostatic and magnetostatic experiments, and in electromagnetic 
applications such as the telegraph, dynamo, and radio, the forces 
between the nuclei and electrons of single atoms, the chemical forces 
between atoms and molecules, the forces of cohesion and elasticity 
holding solids together, are all of an electric nature. We might be 
tempted to generalize and suppose that all forces are electromagnetic, 
but this appears to be carrying things too far. The prevailing evidence 
at present indicates that the intranuclear forces, holding together the 
various fundamental particles of which the nucleus is composed, are 
not of electromagnetic origin. These forces, of enormous magnitude, 
and appearing in the phenomena of radioactivity and of nuclear 
fission, appear subject to laws somewhat analogous to the electromag- 
netic laws, but fundamentally different. In spite of this, the range of 
phenomena governed by electromagnetic theory is very wdde,- and it 
carries us rather far into the structure of matter, of electrons and 
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nuclei and atoms and molecules, if we wish to understand it completely. 
The equations underlying the theory, Maxwell's equations, are rela- 
tively simple, but not nearly so simple as Newton’s laws of motion. 
Instead of stating the whole fundamental formulation of the subject 
in the first chapter, as one can when dealing with mechanics, about 
half of the present book is taken up with a complete formulation of 
Maxwell's equations. We start with simple types of force, electro- 
static and magnetostatic, and gradually work up to problems of 
electromagnetic induction and related subjects, all of which are 
formulated in Maxwell’s equations. 

In the development of electromagnetic theory, there has been a 
continual and significant trend, which in a way has set the pattern 
for the development of all of theoretical physics. This has been 
the trend away from the concept known as “action at a distance” 
toward the concept of field theory. The classical example of action 
at a distance is gravitation, in which simple nonrelativistic theory 
states that any two particles in the universe exert a gravitational force 
on each other, acting along the line joining them, proportional to the 
product of their masses, and inversely proportional to the square of 
the distance between them. Such a force, depending only on the 
positions of the particles, quite independent of any intervening objects, 
is simple to think about, and formed the basis of most of physical 
thought from the time of Newton, in the latter half of the seventeenth 
century, on well into the nineteenth century. The first electric and 
magnetic laws to be discovered fitted in well with the pattern. First 
among these was Coulomb's law. Coulomb investigated the forces 
between electrically charged objects, and found that the force between 
two such objects was in the line joining them, proportional to the 
product of their charges (which could be defined by an experiment 
based on this observation), and inversely proportional to the square 
of the distance between them, in striking analogy to the law of gi^avi- 
tation. Magnets similarly fell in with the scheme. A theory of the 
forces between permanent magnets can be built up by considering 
that they contain magnetic north and south poles, and that the force 
between two poles is proportional to the product of the pole strengths, 
and inversely proportional to the square of the distance. It is true 
that single poles do not seem to exist in nature, but an ordinary magnet 
can be considered as made up of equal north and south poles in juxta- 
pc^tion, a combination known as a “dipole.” 

Coulomb's studies were carried on in the latter half of the eight- 
eenth century. Early in the nineteenth came the discovery of the 
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maignetic effects of continuous currents. First was Oersted^s observa- 
tion that electric current flowing in a loop of wire exerted laagnetie 
forces on permanent magnets, just as if the loop itself were a magnet. 
Then came Ampere to formulate these observations mathematically, 
showing that the magnetic force resulting from a circuit can be broken 
up into contributions from infinitesimal lengths of wire in the circuit, 
and that each of these forces falls off as the inverse square of the 
distance, a law often known by the names of Biot and Savart. These 
laws of action at a distance suggested that electromagnetism would 
develop along the lines suggested by gravitational theory. 

Michael Faraday, in the first half of the nineteenth century, was 
the first who really turned the electromagnetic theory into the lines of 
field theory. If a piece of insulator, or dielectric, is put between two 
charged objects, the force between the objects is diminished. Faraday 
was not content to regard this as merely a shielding effect, or a change 
in the force constant. He directed attention to the dielectric, and 
concluded that it became polarized, acquired charges which themselves 
contributed to the force on other charges. To describe these effects, 
he introduced the idea of lines of force, lines pointing in the direction 
of the force that would be exerted on a charge located at an arbitrary 
point of space. He gave a physical meaning to the number of lines 
per unit o.rea, setting tliis quantity proportional to the magnitude of 
the force. He thought of the lines of force in a very concrete way, 
as if there w^ere a tension exerted along them, and a pressure at right 
angles to them, and showed that such a stress system would account 
for the forces actually exerted on charges. Faraday^s fundamental 
idea, in other words, was that things of the greatest importance were 
going on in the apparently empty space between charged bodies, and 
that electromagnetism could be described by giving the laws of the 
phenomena in this space, which he called the His discovery 

of electromagnetic induction, in which electromotive force is induced 
in a circuit by the time rate of change of magnetic flux through the 
circuit, added certainty to his concepts, by pointing out the importance 
of the magnetic field and its flux. 

Faraday was not a mathematician, and his concepts of the field 
did not immediately appeal to the mathematicians, who were still 
thinking in terms of inverse-square laws. His contemporary Gauss 
furnished the first mathematical formulation of held theory. Gauss 
considered lines of force, their flux out of a region, and proved his 
famous theorem, relating this flux to the total charge within the 
region. It remained for Maxwell, however, some thirty years after 
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Faraday’s first discoveries, to find the real mathematical formulation 
of them. Maxwell accepted wholeheart,edly the idea that the electric 
and magnetic fields were the fundamental entities, and considered the 
partial differential equations governing those fields. He had a back- 
ground of experience to work on. In addition to the work of Gauss, 
there was the formulation of gravitational theory in terms of the 
gra\dtational field and potential, which had been worked out at the 
end of the eighteenth century by Laplace, Poisson, and others. At 
the time, that formulation seemed more a mathematical device than 
anything else, but in the hands of Maxwell it furnished an ideal 
mathematical framework for Faraday’s ideas. The electromagnetic 
field is much more complicated than the gravitational, however, and 
Maxwell had to go far beyond Laplace, Poisson, and Gauss, introduc- 
ing among other things the concept of displacement current, which 
proved to be necessary to reach a mathematically consistent theory. 
Maxwell’s equations have stood the test of time since then, and still 
furnish the correct formulation of classical electromagnetic theory; 
it is only the quantum theory which has brought about a fundamental 
revision of our ideas, during the last few years. 

As soon as Maxwell formulated his equations, he was able to draw 
from them a mathematical result predicting a new phenomenon, 
which would hardly be suspected from the laws of Coulomb and of 
Faraday which were his starting points. He was able to show that an 
electromagnetic disturbance originated by one charged bod3^ v’ould 
not be immediately observed by another, but that instead it would 
travel out as a wave, -with a speed that could be predicted from elec- 
trical and magnetic measurements. Furthermore, the velocity so 
predicted proved to agree, within the small experimental error, v'ith 
the speed of light. Thus at one blow he accomplished two results 
of the greatest importance in the history of physics. First, he gave a 
convincing proof of the superiority of a field theory to action at a 
distance; secondly, he tied together two great branches of physics, 
electromagnetism and optics. 

To see why action at a distance can hardly explain the propaga- 
tion of electromagnetic waves, consider as simple a thing as a radio 
broadcast. In the transmitting antenna, certain charges oscillate 
back and forth, depending on the signal being transmitted. Accord- 
ing to the field theory, these charges produce an electromagnetic wave, 
which travels out with the speed of light. The wave reaches a receiv- 
ing antenna an appreciable time later, and sets the charges in that 
antenna into oscillation, with results that can be detected in the 
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receiver. The forces on the charges in the receiving antenna are 
not determined at all by the instantaneous positions or velocities of 
the charges in the transmitting antenna, but by the values that they 
had at an earlier time. Any reaction back on the transmitter will 
be delayed by the time taken hy the disturbance to reach the receiver, 
and then to return to the transmitter again, as in an echo. The forces 
on a particle, in other words, do not depend on the positions of other 
charges, but on what they did at past times. It is almost impossible 
to formulate this in terms of action at a distance, but easy to formulate 
if we regard the electromagnetic held as a real entity, taking energy 
from the transmitter, and canying it with a finite velocity to the 
receiver. 

To appreciate the relations between electromagnetism and optics, 
which Maxwell demonstrated, we have to go back somewhat further 
with the development of optics. At the time of Newton and Huygens, 
there were two opposed theories of light, Newton holding a corpuscular 
theory, in which the light was a stream of infinitesimal particles, 
being bent as they passed from one medium to another on account 
of a surface force resulting from different potential energies in the 
various media; whereas Huygens believed that light was a form of 
wave motion, and was able to explain reflection and refraction on 
the basis of the propagation of spherical \vavelets, traveling with 
different velocities in different media. Newton^s principal objection 
to the wave theory was his feeling that it did not explain the way in 
which obstacles cast sharp shadows. He was thinking by analogy 
with sound, wiiich was knowm to be a wave motion, in which sound 
bends around obstacles. The thing he did not realize was that the 
wave lengths of light are so small, and that that entirely changes the 
behavior of shadow formation. It is curious that he did not think 
of this, for he was familiar with the phenomena of interference and 
diffraction; he made a theory of them which postulated a periodic dis- 
turbance along the direction of wave propagation, which he described 
as alternate fits of easy reflection and of easy transmission, and by 
measurement of interference patterns he determined the wave length 
of this periodic disturbance, in good agreement with modern measure- 
ments of the wave length of light. His combination of corpuscles 
with a periodic disturbance, in fact, showed extraordinary similarity 
to the present picture resulting from the quantum theory, in which we 
picture particles, or photons, traveling in accordance with a guiding 
wave field. 

The explanation of interference and diffraction from the wave 
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theory, together with the proper treatment of the casting of shadows, 
did not actually come until the first years of the nineteenth century, 
when Young and Fresnel made their discoveries in that field. Fresnel 
not only explained these phenomena, but also formulated the laws of 
reflection and refraction, giving laws, which have proved to be correct, 
for the fraction of the incident light reflected and refracted^ as well 
as for the direction of the reflected and refracted beams. Those 
laws also explained the phenomenon of double refraction, by w^hich 
certain crystals such as Iceland spar transmit light in two different 
rays, the ordinary and the extraordinary rays, traveling at different 
angles and speeds, and not satisf3dng the ordinary laws of refraction 
as found in an isotropic medium. The two rays show properties 
described as polariaiation, which proved to result from the fact that 
light is a transverse, not a longitudinal, vibration, so that two direc- 
tions of vibration are possible, both at right angles to the direction of 
propagation. The whole theory of these vibrations shows a close 
analogy to the transmission of transverse elastic vibrations in an 
elastic solid, with the one exception that there is no indication of an 
accompanying longitudinal vibration, such as there would be with 
an elastic solid, and such as would constitute the only mode of vibration 
for a fluid. 

The physicists of the nineteenth century were much devoted to 
mechanical models. If light acted like the transverse vibration of an 
elastic solid, they tried to visualiae it as a real solid, and gave it a 
name, the “ether/' It was hard to understand its properties. In 
the first place, as we have just mentioned, a real elastic solid would 
transmit longitudinal as weU as transverse waves, and no good way of 
modifying the theory was found that would eliminate the longitudinal 
waves. In the second place, the solid would have to fill all space, 
and it was obviously very hard to see how, with a very rigid solid 
filling space, it was possible for ordinary bodies to move around 
freely. Much thought was devoted to these questions. Even after 
Maxwell had shown that light was an electromagnetic disturbance, 
not a vibration of a solid, there was still much speculation about the 
nature of the ether. It is really only within the present century that 
physicists have realized that that speculation is essentially meaning- 
less, that the electric and magnetic fields are the fundamental entities 
concerned with optics as well as with electromagnetic forces, and that 
we do not have to endow these fields with mechanical properties 
foreign to their real nature. 

It was this background of an elastic-solid theory of light which 
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Maxwell encountered when he formulated his electromagnetic theory. 
That theory at once removed all the difficulties of the previous theories. 
It yielded only the transverse vibratioDs, having no solutions of the 
fundamental equations corresponding to longitudinal waves. Fres- 
neFs equations for refraction and reflection, and his explanations of 
interference and diffraction, though proposed for an elastic-solid 
theory, proved to be equally valid in the framework of electromagnetic 
theory. And the explanation of the casting of shadows, resulting 
from the small wave length shown to exist by experiments on inter- 
ference and diffraction, properly answered Newton^s objection to the 
wave theory. Taken together with the remarkable success of the 
theory in predicting the velocity of light from purely electrical meas- 
urements, all doubt about the electromagnetic nature of light almost 
immediately disappeared, and optics is now treated as a branch of 
electromagnetism, as we shall treat it in this volume. The argument 
was placed beyond question a few years later, when Hertz demon- 
strated the existence of electromagnetic waves of wave lengths of a 
few centimeters. This was soon followed by the use of much longer 
electromagnetic wm-ves fqr radio communication, leading back in the 
last few years to the use of microwaves, of a few centimeters in length, 
forming one of the most perfect examples of the application of Max- 
well’s equations. 

The developments we have described comprise most of the classical 
part of electromagnetic theory, the part that is taken up in the present 
volume. Two more recent advances have concerned themselves with 
the quantum theory. First, and more revolutionary, has been the 
discovery of the photon, and of the fact that light has an aspect that 
must be explained in a corpuscular way, as *well as a wave aspect. 
This was at first a mathematical deduction by Planck, from the theory 
of black-body radiation, at the beginning of the present century, and 
it was followed shortly by Einstein^s deduction of the law of photo- 
electric emission, from Planck’s quantum hypothesis. Light of rather 
short wave length, falling on a suitable metal surface, ejects electrons; 
these electrons are observed to have an energy depending only on the 
frequency of the light, being in fact proportional to the frequency, 
and being independent of the intensity of the light, which regulates 
merely the number of photoelectrons, not their energy. This sug- 
gested strongly that the energy of the light was carried by certain 
corpuscles, or photons, shown by Einstein to carry a quite finite 
energy hfj where h is Planck’s constant, / the frequency, and that a 
photon absorbed by an electron of the metal transferred its energy 



8 


ELECTROMAGNETISM 


(C'-HAl-. I 


to the electron, so that it was ejected as a photoelectron. Such a 
hypothesis was in direct conflict with the wave theory, which as we 
shall see predicts a continuous distribution of energy, and for a number 
of 3 'ears this conflict was regarded as a great stumbling block in the 
development of the quantum theory. 

The difficulty still exists, in its way, but it is gradually being 
worked out in the framework of developing quantum electrodynamics. 
It is becoming recognized that the corpuscular and the wave point 
of view simultaneously have their truth, and that the wave is the 
correct description of the average behavior of the photons, but does 
not predict the behavior of an individual photon, which in fact seems 
not to be predictable by any precise theory. The photons move so 
that on the average they deliver the same energy to any illuminated 
area that would be predicted by the w^ave theory, but the energy is 
actually delivered by the photons, in discrete amounts. At compara- 
tively long wave lengths, or low frequencies, the energy of the photons 
is so small that a great many are delivered by a source of ordinary 
energy, and their discreteness is not of importance. At very high 
frequencies, however, the finite size of the photons is of striking sig- 
nificance, as can be seen in experiments with counters and cloud 
chambers, in which evidence of a single photon (or of a single electron 
or ion) can be directly observed. 

The less striking, but probably equally important, development of 
electromagnetic theory in the last few years has been its place in the 
quantum theory of atomic and molecular structure. Bohr, in 1913, 
was able to explain the structure of a hydrogen atom, as being made 
up of a proton and an electron, acting on each other by ordinary 
electrostatic forces, but governed by quantum mechanics. Develop- 
ing this theory, Schrodinger in 1926 proposed his wave mechanics, 
a form of quantum mechanics suggested by the duality between 
corpuscles and waves in the theory of light. It had been suggested by 
de Broglie that there was a wave phenomenon associated with the 
motion of electrons, as there was mth the motion of photons, and 
Schrodinger formulated this w^ave in terms of a wave equation, some- 
what similar to the wave equations of optics. By solving this equa- 
tion, we find descriptions of great accuracy of the structure of atoms, 
molecules, and solids and matter of all types. The interesting point 
is that the forces that enter into Schrodinger^s theory are essentially 
electromagnetic forces as described by classical electromagnetic 
theory; it is in the mechanics that this theory differs from purely 
classical theory. Thus we understand the very broad way in which 
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electromagnetic forces underlie a great segment of chemistry, and 
of the theory of the solid, liquid, and gaseous states. 

The applications of Schrodinger's theory to the structure of matter 
deal almost entirely \\ith particles traveling slowly compared with 
the velocity of light. The electromagnetic theory that has to be 
used is then essentially electrostatics, making no use of the finite 
velocity of propagation of light. When we come to apply the theory 
to particles traveling with velocities comparable with that of light, 
we meet essential difficulties, which have not yet been fully solved. 
We must expect a combination of the theory of radiation, and of the 
electromagnetic forces concerned in an atom or molecule, which will 
1)0 consistent and complete, and this does not yet seem to exist. Of 
course, particles traveling with velocities near that of light must 
satisfy the relativistic mechanics. Einstein, in the early yesns of the 
(*entury, devised his theory of relativity, to explain the dynamics of 
rapidly moving particles, and the way in which the velocity of light 
appeared the same in any frame of reference. The modifications 
that proved to 1)0 necessary were only in the dynamics, not in the 
electromagnetic part of the theory; the forces as predicted by classical 
electromagnetic theory are relativistically correct, as had been shown 
earlier by Lorentz. But, in setting up the quantum electrodynamics 
of rapidly moving particles, it is relatmstic rather than Newtonian 
mechanics which must be used as a staiT, and it is this combination 
which is not yet without its difficulties. 

Probably part of the trouble with these theories is the fact that 
new phenomena are appearing as we go to very rapid particles of very 
high energy, wMch complicate the whole theory. These are the 
phenomena of the forces between the particles, neutrons and protons, 
in the nucleus. There is good evidence that these forces are not 
electromagnetic, but of another variety, produced not by the electro- 
magnetic field, but by a meson field. This field has been described 
mathematically by analogy with electromagnetic theory. It similarly 
has a w'ave aspect, but also a corpuscular aspect, the corpuscles in 
this case being mesoits, rather than photons. It is thus becoming 
likely that there exist in nature a number of different levels of forces 
and particles: the electromagnetic field and the photons, the electrons 
and j)roions and neutrons and their associated fields of the de Broglie 
or Schrodinger type, and the mesons and their fields. And the guid- 
ing pattern for the development of all these theories is at present the 
electromagnetic theory in its classical form. It remains to be seen 
what final synthesis of these various theories can eventually be made. 
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W6 Qite HOW ready to proceed with our study of classical electro- 
magnetic theory, ■which alone shall take up in this volume. We 
start in the historical order, treating electrostatics, first from the basis 
of Coulomb's law, then from the standpoint of field theory, showing 
as Faraday did how much that helps us in the study of problems 
involving dielectrics and conductors. Then we take up in a similar 
way the magnetic field, passing on through the study of electromag- 
netic induction to Maxw^ell's equations, and to their application to the 
electromagnetic theory of light and of other electromagnetic radiation 
fields. 

1, The Force on a Charge. — Electromagnetic theory deals with the 
forces acting on charges and currents. We find that an electric charge 
at a given point of space is acted on by two types of force: an electric 
force, independent of its velocity, and a magnetic force, proportional 
to its velocity (that is, to the current carried by the charge), and at 
right angles to its velocity. We find that different charges at the 
same point of space are acted on by different amounts of force, and we 
arbitrarily define the strength of the charge as being proportional to 
the magnitude of force acting on it in a given field. We shall see 
later how to define the unit of charge, the coulomb. We can define 
two vectors at every point of space, E the electric intensity, B the 
magnetic induction, such that the force F on a charge of q coulombs 
moving with velocity v is given by the vector equation 

F-g(E+vXB). (LI) 

Here v X B is the -vector product of v and B, a vector at right angles 
to both, whose magnitude is the product of the magnitudes of v and B 
times the sine of the angle between. The reader unfamiliar with this 
and other aspects of vector notation will find vector methods discussed 
in Appendix L To measure E and B we need only measure the force 
on a moving charge at the point in question. The second term is the 
ordinary motor rule, that the force on a current element is proportional 
to the current, and the component of magnetic field at right angles to 
It, and is at right angles to each. In the inks (meter-kilogram-second) 
system of units, which we shall use, the force will be given by (1.1) in 
newtons (I newton = 10^^ dynes), if the charge g is in coulombs, if E 
is in volts per meter, v in meters per second, and B in webers per 
square meter (1 weber/sq m « 10'^ gausses). The mks system of 
units is discussed in Appendix II, in which a discussion is also giv^en 
of various other commonly used sets of units, and of the form that 
familiar equations take in these other units. We shall see later how 
to define the volt and the weber, as well as the coulomb. 
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As far as cha.rge is concerned, with our knowledge that all matter 
is composed of elec irons, protons, neutrons, and other such elementary 
particles, ail of -which prove experimentally to carry charge equal to an 
integral multiple of the electronic charge e, given by 

e = LGO X coulomb, (1.2) 

we sec that the determination of the charge on a body really resolves 
itself into a counting ol the unbalanced elementary charges on it. 
Tills fact, that all charges are integral multiples of a fundamental 
unit, is still one of the unexplained puszles of fundamental physics. 
It does not in any way contradict electromagnetic theory, but it is 
not predicted by it, and until we have a more fundamental theory 
that explains it, we shall not feel that we really understand electro- 
magnetic phenomena thoroughly. Presumably its explanation will 
not' come until we understand quantum theor^s^ more thoroughly than 
we do at present. 

2. The Field of a Distribution of Static Point Charges. — For a 
nuinlier of chapters, we shall be dealing with the forces on charges at 
rest, and shall consider only the electric field E, which will be assumed 
to be independent of time. This is the branch of the subject Imown as 
“electrostatics.’’ It is now found that the field E can be detenmned, 
once the distribution of charge is ‘known. This fact, together with 
(LI) and Newton’s laws of motion, furnishes a complete system of 
equations: knowing where the charge is, we find E; knowing E, we 
find the force F; knowing the force, we find the acceleration of the 
particles bearing the charge, and hence their motions. Of course, 
our special case of electrostatics must be that in which the total 
force, which may include nonelectrostatic as well as electrostatic 
forces, acting on a body, is zero, so that the body can stay at rest, and 
we can be dealing with a static problem. 

The la\v giving the field E arising from a distribution of charge 
is very simple. We may consider the charge to be made up of a 
great many small, or point, charges (which on an atomic scale could 
be electrons and protons). We may compute the field resulting from 
each of these point charges. Then the first experimental law is that 
the total field is the vector sum of the fields arising from the various 
point charges. Furthermore, the field E of a static point charge q 
proves to be in the direction pointing away from g, and is equal in 
magnitude to g/ where 

€0 - SM X farad/m, (2.1) 

and where r is the distance from the charge, measured in meters. 
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This may for the present be considered an experimental law, wilii 
(2.1) as an experimentally determined coefficient, 'determined to 
give the result for E in volts per meter, if g is in coulombs. In Appen- 
dix II we shall see why it is that in terms of the definition of the volt 
and the coulomb ive have this particular numerical constant. The 
factor 4 t is included in the formula at this point, because it is more 
convenient to do so for later applications, as we shall see presently. 
We shall also understand later the units, farads per meter, which we 
have assigned to eo in (2.1), 

As a result of our simple law giving the field arising from a point 
charge, we can find easily the force between two charges g and g', 
at a distance r apart. The force is clearly in the direction Joining 
them, and is equal in magnitude to 


F = 


.JiL. 

4 ^ 60 ?’- 


( 2 . 2 ) 


It is a repulsion if g and g' have the same sign, an attraction if they 
have opposite sign. Equation (2.2) is Cbulomb’s law, in the form 
that it takes in the mks system; we give corresponding expressions in 
other systems of units in Appendix II. In Eq. (2.2) we have an 
illustration of the fact that problems in electrostatics can be handled 
by the ideas of action at a distance, since Coulomb’s law is similar to 

the law- of gravitation. 

It is such a simple matter to find 
the field of a point charge that we 
can easily sum such fields vectorially , 
to find the field of an arbitrary charge 
distribution, provided that we know 
P where the charges are located. 
Simple examples of the field of distri- 
Fig. i,-~*Fieid of a charged line. butions of particles are the fields of a 

uniformly charged line and plane. 
Let a line carry a constant charge (r per unit length. The contribution 
of the charge in length dx to the field at P, in Fig. 1 , is along the direc- 
tion of R; its component along r, which alone integrates to something 
different from zero, is (cr dx/Air^isR^) (r/P) .= err dx/4.m^R\ The result- 
ant field is 

_ <r 

47r6o « (a;2 4- r^)?^ 

Similarly let a surface carry a constant charge of o- per unit area. The 
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contribution of the charge in the ring of radius between x and x + dx 
in the plane, shown in Fig. 2. to the component of field along the 
normal, at P, is (2Tr<TX dx/4:w^QR-){r/R) == crx dx/2€QR% and the 
resultant field is 

err I X dx __ a 

2^0 Jo ” 270 ^ 

a constant independent of the distance from the plane. It should be 
noted, however, that the field is directed away from the plane on each 
side of the plane (provided a is positive), so that there is a discon- 



tinuity of (t/€q in the normal component of E in passing through the 
plane. This problem of the field resulting from a distribution of 
charge on a plane illustrates the reason why tlie factor 47r was included 
in the statement of Coulomb's law, aS' in (2.2). The reason is that 
this factor then drops out in problems such as the field of a plane 
charge. If we had not included the dtr at first, it would have appeared 
at this point. Since more problems are similar to that of the field 
of a plane than to the field of a point charge, it is more convenient to 
handle the factor 47r as we have done. 

The two examples that have just been presented show how simple 
it is to fi.nd fields by direct integration in some cases. We shall now 
go on to a more involved, but more powerful, method of finding. the 
field of a distribution of charge, using the method of the potential. 
This method has two advantages over direct integration. First, it is 
more powerful mathematically; there are many problems to which it 
will provide solutions, and in which the direct integration proves to be 
too difficult to carry out. Secondly, there is a whole class of problems 
in which direct integration is of no use, for we do not know the charge 
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distribution to start with. This class of problems includes those 
invohing conductors, or dielectrics. With such bodies, as we shall 
see, the presence of certain charges in the neighborhood induces ot her 
charges on the conductors or dielectrics, or, as we sav, polarizes them. 
Part of our problem is to find the nature and location of this polarized 
charge. The method of the potential can handle this problem, whereas 
direct integration cannot. As a first step in taking up the potential, 
we consider the work done in moving a point charge from one place to 
another in the field, and the potential-energy function resulting from 
this work done. 

3. The Potential. — ^The work that we must do in carrying a unit 
charge from one point to another in the field of a point charge, baloric- 
ing the force exerted by the point charge, is independent of the path. 
To prove this, we note that the work done in going from one point to 
an adjacent point is the product of the force — g/47r€or" which we exert 
to balance the electrostatic force, by the component of displacement 
dr in the direction of force, or is -“E • ds, where E is the electric field, 
ds is the vector displacement, and where the scalar product E • ds 
equals the product of the magnitudes of E and ds, and of the cosine 
of the angle between them, as is discussed in Appendix I. Thus, 
integrating, 

Work = - ['e -ds = r - 3-i-„ dr = -i- fi - i\ (3.I) 
Jl Jrt 4ireo?'- dTreo \r2 Ti/ 


This work may then be -written as the difference of a potential enorg}’' 
at the end points: if we write 


(p == 


g 

47r€or 


(3.2) 


as the potential function at a distance r from a charge g, the work 
done moving a unit charge from point 1 to point 2, by (3,1), is 

Work = 93 — 91. 

Then, as alwaj’-s with problems involving potentials, we may write the 
force as the negative gradient of the potential: 

E = - grad 9 - (3,3) 

where the vector operations are discussed in Appendix 1. Further- 
more, using the principle of vector analysis that the curl of any gradient 
is zero, we have 

curl E = V X E 0. (3.4) 

These relations (3.3) and (3.4) hold for the field of a point charge j by 
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addition, they hold for the field of any arbitrary number of point 
charges. 

Use of this principle gives us a simplified way of computing the 
field of a distribution of charges. We gum the potentials of the 
charges, so as to get the total potential as a function of position; 
then we take its gradient, to get the field. This allows us to sum 
the potential, a scalar, rather than the field, a vector. If charges 
are distributed continuously in space, instead of at discrete points, 
we may describe them by a charge density p, such that p dv is the 
charge located in volume element dv, so that p is in coulombs per 
cubic meter in the mks system. Then we may write the potential 
of this distribution as 

In this expression, we are finding ip as a function of x, y, and z; the 
integration is over dxl dij dz^ = dv^ the coordinates of the point where 
the density p, which is really a function of x', y\ is found, r is the 
distance between these two points, given by 

The potential is expressed in volts. It will aiitomaticall 3 ^ satisfy (3.4), 
from the way in which it is built up. From ip as given in (3.5), we 
then find E by (3.3). 

Surfaces ip == constant are called ^^equipotential surfaces.’^ The 
field E is normal to the equipotential surfaces, as we can see either 
from the principle of vector analysis that the gradient of a scalar 
is normal to the surfaces on which the scalar is constant, or from 
the elementary fact that, since the worlc done on a charge moving 
from one point to another of the same equipotential surface must be 
zero, any displacement on that surface must be at right angles to the 
force vector. may draw lines, called ‘‘lines of force/^ everywhere 
tangent to E ; they then cut the equipoteiitials at right angles. These 
concepts, of the sort stressed particularly by Faraday, are particularly 
useful in electrostatic problems involving conductors. In a conductor, 
charges are free to move about. Thus, if conductors are present in a 
field, ^Ye cannot predict straightforwardly where the charge is to be 
found, and hence cannot find <p by (3.5), since we do not know p* 
We do know, however, that a conductor satisfies Ohm’s law, which 
states that the current in a conductor is proportional to the electric 
field in it. If our problem is a static one, in which all charge is at rest 
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aad there is no current, the field must then be zero everywhere within 
the conductor, The potential must then be consttint, by (3.3), Thus 
Sh conductor forms ShU e(^uipotenti3J volume, its surface being an eciui- 
potential surface, so that all lines of force must cut it at right angles. 

4. Electric Images. — Suppose we are given the problem of finding 
the potential, and hence the field, of a certain set of charges, Qt, 
<^ 2 , . . . , at specified points, in the presence of certain conductors 
that are maintained at definite potentials. The potential must then 



Fig, 3. — Electric image of a point charge in a conducting plane. 


satisfy the following conditions: it must be equal to the required 
constant value on the surface of each conductor, and it must reduce 
to a value like (3.2) at each of the charges. These conditions can be 
shown to determine the potential uniquely. Sometimes by a simple 
device we can set up a potential, or the corresponding field, satisfying 
these conditions; we can then be sure we have solved our problem. 
Thus consider a single charge g at a distance d from a grounded 
conducting plane. There is a problem, shown in Fig. 3, which has a 
potential that reduces to the proper value where the charge is, and 
which gives a potential zero on the surface, by symmetry: it is the 
problem of two equal and opposite charges ±g, at a distance 2d apart, 
the mid-plane taking the place of the surface. The correct lines of 
force and equipotentiais are then as shown in Fig. 3, the dotted exten- 
sions being really nonexistent. The fictitious charge — g behind the 
metallic surface is called an “electric image, from the analogy of an 
optical image> and this method is called the ^ ^method of images. 
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The method of images can also be used for the problem of a point 
charge and a conducting spliere. This depends on a geometrical 
theorem. In Fig. 4, let oa/oc = oc/oh. The triangles oac and obc are 


b 


Fig. 4.-— Image of a point charge in a conducting sphere. 

similar, for they have the angle aoc in common, and the sides including 
the angle are proportional. Thus 



^ ^ ^ 

oc ob To 


(4.1) 


If we then place a charge q at &, and a charge — (oc/oh) g at a, the 
potential at any point of the circle will be 


7*2 \00/ Ti n 

using (4.1). Thus the circle, or the sphere formed by rotating it 
around the axis ob, is an equipotential of zero potential. Hence the 
two charges, g at 6 and its image — {oc/ob)q at a, give a field that is a 
solution of the problem. A somewhat more general problem can be 
solved by adding to the field of these two charges the field of an arbi- 
trary point charge at the center o of the circle. Tins charge will give a 
potential that is constant over the surface of the sphere, so that 
the field of all tliree charges is consistent with the assumption that the 
sphere is a conductor. By adjusting the amount of charge at the 
center o, we can solve the problem of the potential of a point charge 
q at 6, and a conducting sphere carrying any desired amount of clrarge. 

Problems 

1. An electron of charge — c (e = 1.60 X 10"^® coulomb) and mass m 
(m = 9,1 X 10“ ■'*1 kg) moves in a magnetic field B (in gausses) i*n a plane at right 
angles to B. Show that it moves in a circular path of radius p, and find the value 
of the product Bp in terms of the velocity of the electron. 

2. An electron moves in a uniform electric field directed along the x axis, 
and a uniform magnetic field along the y axis. It starts from rest at the origin. 
Show that it moves in a cycloidal path, and find the drift velocity, or the velocity of 
the center of the rolling circle along the z axis. If the electric field is 10^ volts/cm, 
and the magnetic field is 10*^ gausses, find the value of the drift velocity. 
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$. Find the angular velocity of rotation of an ion in a cyclotron. If the 
magnetic field is 15,000 gausses, what should be the wave length and frequency of 
the oscillator used to run the cyclotron, if it is accolenit ing protons? 

4. When the velocity of a particle approaches that of light, a force at right 
angles to the velocity produces an acceleration transverse to the velocity given by 
the equation F « where mt is the transverse mass, equal to 

mo 

if mo is the rest mass, « the velocity, e the velocity of light. Discuss the cyclotron 
in the relativistic range, showing that the resonant frequency must change as the 
ions are speeded up. If protons are to be speeded up to 500 million electron volts, 
find the ratio by which the oscillator frequency must change as they accelerate from 
rest to their maximum speed. 

§. A charge e is located a distance d from an infinite conducting plane. Find 
how much work is required to remove the charge to infinite distance, against the 
attraction of its electric image. 

6. Find the potential at distance r from an infinitely long straight wire carrying 
a charge cr per unit length. 

7. Inside a hollow infinitely long grounded conducting C 5 dinder of radius R 
is placed a thin charged wire, carrying a charge a per unit length. The wire is 
placed parallel to the axis of the cylinder, and distant by an amount d from the 
axis. Find the potential at points within the cylinder. [Hint: Use the construc- 
tion of Fig, 4 and of Eq. (4.1).] 

8. Find the attraction between a charge g, and a grounded conducting sphere, 
as a function of the distance of q from the center of the sphere. 

9. Find the attraction between a charge g, and an uncharged, insulated, con- 
ducting sphere, as a function of the distance of q from the center of the sphere. 
(We shall prove later that, if the sphere is uncharged, the total fictitious ciiarge 
located at points o and a in Fig. 4 must be zero.) 

10. Two parallel wires carry equal and opposite charges ±<r per unit length. 
Consider the intersections of the eqiiipotentials with a plane normal to the wires, 
and the lines of force, which will lie in that plane. Show that the lines of force and 
equipotentialsform two families of circles, orthogonal to each other. 

11. A charge q is placed inside a hollow metal sphere of radius a at a distance r 
from the center. Show that the force acting on the charge q is given by 

p « 

4‘7r6o(a^ — • 

12. Find the force per unit length with which two long parallel metal cylinders, 
each of diameter a and separated by a distance d between centers, attract each 
other, if they carry a charge per unit length ±cr, respectively. 
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The simple concept of lines of force and of equipotential surfaces, 
which we introduced in the preceding chapter, becomes of real value 
when it forms the l^asis of an analytical treatment founded on differ- 
ential equations. This treatment, worked out originally l^y Gauss, 
Poisson, Laplace, and others, can be used either for electrostatics, to 
wdiich we apply it, or for gravitational forces, whicii consist of inverse- 
square forces, as electrostatic forces do. It was actually for the 
gravitational case that much of the mathematical ^vork of the present 
chapter was originally developed. We shall find, however, that it 
forms a very natural mathematical framework for electrostatics, and 
that it leads us into certain eciuations that will later underlie the 
general case of electromagnetism, not merely the static problem. We 
develop the equations in the present chapter, and solve some electro- 
static problems by’ means of the solution of partial differential equa- 
tions in the next chapter. 

1, Gauss’s Theorem.— Suppose we set up a closed surface S, 
enclosing a volume V within which are certain charges gi, ga, * . . . 
We now form a surface integral over S, as follows: We take an element 
da of the area of the surface. If n is unit vector along the outer normal, 
and if E is the value of the electric intensity at da, the surface integral 
is E • n da, integrated over the surface S, Gauss’s theorem is then 
the following: 

(U) 

i 

That is, the surface integral of the normal component of E over a 
surface S equals 1/eo times the total charge included within the surface. 
Let us prove this important theorem. First w^e prove it for a single 
point charge; then by addition the theorem obviously holds for any 
collection of point charges. For a single charge, consider an element 
da of surface, as showm in Fig. 5. The contribution of this element 
to E *nda is \E\ da cos (E,n). But da cos (E,ii) is the projection 
of da on the plane normal to E, or is dw, where dco is the solid angle 
of the cone subtended by da. Also \E\ - g/4tr€Gr^. Thus the contrL 
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l)ution of the element to the surface integral is 


fClIAP, II 


g 

47reDr2 


r doi = 





Fin. 5. — C^onstruetiou for Gauss’s theorem. 


Integrating over & involves integrating f/co over the complete solid 
angle Air, resulting in g/eo, in agreement with (IJ). Thus, snmnung 

over an arbitrary numlxa- of 
point charges, Gauss’s theorem is 
proved. 

Examples of the application 
of Gauss’s theorem are obvious. 
First consider ti positive point cha.rge, and a sphere of radius r sur- 
rounding it. By symmetry, the hold points out along the radius, and 
depends only on r. Thus Gauss’s theorem states that l^j times the 
area, Airr^, equals g/eo, or \E\ = g/47r€orl This is trivial, but we can 
equally well use Gauss’s theorem to find the i\dd of a uniformly 
charged line and plane, as in Chap. I, Sec. 2. For a line carrying a 
charge <r per unit length, let the surface S be the surface of a circular 
cylinder of unit length, radius r, with the line as the axis. By sym- 
metry, the field points radially 
outward, and depends only on r. 

Thus the field is parallel to the 
flat ends of the cylinder, which do 
not contribute to the surface in- 
tegral; while over tlie curved face 
the integral is \E\ times the area 
2irr. Since this equals cr/eo, we 
have \E\ = cr/ 27 r 6 or. For the 
charged plane, take S as the sur- 
face of a box, as shown in Fig. 6, 
enclosing unit area of the surface. By symmetry, E will be normal to 
the two faces parallel to the plane. Hence only these faces will con- 
tribute to the integral. Each has unit area; thus 2liSj = cr/eo, iEj = 
(r/2eo. Thus v;e verify the results of Chap. I, Sec. 2, by very simple 
methods. 



-E 


Fig. 6.- 


-Gauss’s theorem for field of 
charged plane. 


As a final example, consider the surface of a conductor carrying a 
surface charge cr per unit area. We set up a surface as in Fig. 6, but 
now to the left of the surface, or inside the conductor, E is zero. Our 
volume still encloses charge <r, but now the surface integral has a con- 
tribution only from the right-hand face. Thus \B\ = cr/eo on the right. 

^*We note that this case can be found from the earlier one by super- 
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posing a constant field cr/2€o pointing to the right on our earlier solu- 
tion. This field cancels the field originally present to the left of the 
plane, and doubles the field originally present on the right. Such a 
constant field makes no contribution to the surface integral concerned 
in Gausses theorem, and in fact any constant field, or more generally 
the field of any charge distribution outside the surface, may be added 
to our original solution of the problem, without contradicting Gauss’s 
theorem. It is thus clear that Gauss’s theorem by itself is not enough 
to determine the field completely. In our first case of the charged 
plane Ave used the additional fact of symmetry, and in the second case 
of the charged surface of the conductor AA^e used the fact that the field 
must be zero within the conductor. In any actual case there would 
be information sufficient to determine the field definitely. We note 
an important result common to all these possible solutions for the 
charged plane, howcA^er: the normal component of E undergoes a 
discontinuity of or/eo in eA^ery case in going through a surface charge (t. 
Thus in the case of the charged plane the component to the right 
of the field changes from — (j/2€o to <r/2€o, and in the case of the con- 
ducting surface it changes from zero to (t/cq. It is clear from Gauss’s 
theorem that this relation is quite general. It has a valuable applica- 
tion, Avhich AAill be brought out in the problems: if we knovr the poten- 
tial and field at every point of space, including the neighborhood of 
conductors, AA^e can calculate the surface-charge density on the surface 
of the conductors, since Ave knoAA' the normal component of field. We 
thus see, as AA^e pointed out in the preceding chapter, that a solution 
for a potential that satisfies the correct boundary conditions on the 
surface of all conductors alloAA^s us to find the distribution of charge, 
though otherAAuse Ave should not knoAv how the charge v^as distributed, 
2, Capacity of Condensers. — condenser consists of two con- 
ductors carrying equal and opposite charges; its capacity C is defined 
as the charge on one of the conductors, divided by the difference of 
potential betv^een them. In a number of simple cases we can easily 
get the capacity by use of Gausses theorem. Thus consider two 
parallel plates of area A, distance of separation d. The field E Avili be 
normal to the surfaces (if we neglect edge effects). If there is surface 
charge a- on one plate, — <r on the other, there Avill be a field E = cr/^a 
betAveen; and the difference of potential, or voltage F, between them, 
will be Ed = crd/eo. The charge Q on the plates will be aA. Thus 
the capacity Avill be 


aA €oA. 
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From this we see the ph 3 ?-sical meaning of eo: it is the capacity of a 
condenser whose area is 1 sq m, with two plates 1 in apart. 

Next consider a cylindrical condenser, consisting of two concentric 
cylinders of radii n (ra > n), of length L. Let the inner conductor 
carry charge -Q, the outer one Q. The field between the two, by 
symmetry, must be radially inwa.rd, and hence by Gauss’s theorem 
must be -((3/L)/27r6o?’, just as if the charge were concentrated along 
the axis. The potential at distance r is then the quantity whose 
negative gradient is the field, or is [(Q/L) /2Tren] In r. Thus the differ- 
ence of potential is 


Q/L 

27reo, 


(In ro — In ti) 


' 91 k 
_ ^^^0, 


In 


h 

Tl 


and the capacity is 


C - 


2Tr€{\L 
In ro/n 


For a spherical condenser, consisting of two concentric spheres of 
radii ti and {r^ > ri), carrying charges —Q and Q, respective! the 
field must be radially inward, and hence by Gauss’s theorem must b(‘ 
’~'Q/47reor2, as if the charge were concentrated at the center. The 
potential at distance r is then — Q/47re()?*, and the difference of potential 
between conductors is (Q/47r€o)[(l/ri) — (l/ra)], so that the capacity is 


r 47r€o 

(1/ri) - (l/r 2 j 

It is interesting to note that, as r 2 co, the capacity sta^’-s finite; 
this value is often referred to as the capacity of a sphere. Thug a 



Fio. 7. — Capafiiy of parallel cylinder. 


sphere 1 m in radius has a capacity 47reo with respect to an infinitely 
distant sphere, 

As a final example of capacity we take a somewhat more compli- 
cated case, two parallel cylinders, each of radius a, length L, at dis- 
tance D apart between their centers, where we assume the length 
to be so great that we can neglect end effects. We shall first show 
that equal and opposite charges ± Q distributed uniformly over the two 
lines 1 and 2 in Fig. 7, where 8/a ^ a/d^ will result in the two cylin- 
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drical conductors being equipotentials. To prove this, we use the 
geometrical theorem of Eq. (4.1), Chap. I, though for quite a diherent 
purpose. From it we see that 3/ a == a/d = ri/r-j. A line charge +Q 
at 1, and “-Q at 2, will have a potential equal to 

Q/L , ri 

2«o J’a 
Q/X/ t Oi 

ST. ‘“a 

at ever}^ point of the left-hand cylinder, and the negative of this 
at every point of the right-hand cylinder. Thus the cylinders are 
equipotentials, and can be replaced by conductors. By Gauss’s 
theorem, the total charge on each cylinder is ±Q; for the surface 
integral of the normal component of E over the surface of the cylinder 
must be l/eo times the total charge inside, which is ±Q for the line 
ciiai-ges, and lienee for the cylinders that produce equal fields a.t 
ext(uiial points. Thus the difference of potential between the cylinders 
is [(Q/X)/7r€u] In a/d, so that the capacity is 

p _ ireoF 
^ In a/d 

This can be put in terms of D, the distance between centers, rather 
than d. We have 



D _ d 3 _ d a 

a a a a d 


^-7r«oL/C _ 2 cosh 


^ cosh-^D/2a 

3. Poisson^s Equation and Laplace^s Equation. — Suppose that 
within a volume F we have, not a discrete set of point charges, but a 
continuous distribution of volume charge, such as we should have for 
instance from an electronic space charge, if our scale of measurement 
is large enough compared with the interelectronic distance. We can 
then define a charge density p as the chai'ge per unit volume (in 
coulombs per cubic meter in the mks system). Then Gaussls theorem 
is replaced by 


-kL‘ 


where the volume integral is over the volume V enclosed by the surface 
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S. This must hold for any arbitrary surface and volume. Now we 
may apply the divergence theorem of vector analysis, discussed in 
Appendix 1. This states that, if F is any vector function of position, 
and div F, or v T, is its divergence, then 

j F -nda = j^dvvF dv. (3.2) 

Applyii^g to (3.1), we have 

/ pdv f div E dv, 

Jr Jr 

where the ccpiatioii holds lor any arbitrary volume V. This cannot, 
be the case unless the integrands are equal; that is, unless 

div E = — ‘ (3.3) 

€() 

This is one of the fundamental equations of electromagnetic theoiy. 
We now combine with Eq. (3.3) of Chap. I, E — — grad (p, where (p is 
the potential. We then have 

VV = - -• (3.4) 

€0 

This is Poisson^s equation. In a region where there is no volume 
charge, so that p — 0, Poisson’s equation reduces to 

VV == 0, (3.5) 

which is Laplace’s equation, and is one of the most important equa- 
tions in mathematical physics. It is as a result of its appearance in 
this equation that the operator is called the “Laplacian.” 

As an illustration of the variety of problems in which Laplace’s 
equation is encountered, we may mention static elasticity; elastic 
vibrations are governed by a wave equation, and when the time varia- 
tion in the wave equation is set equal to zero, Laplace’s equation 
results. Another illustration is the steady-state' flow of heat, where 
the temperature satisfies Laplace’s equation. Diffusion, and the 
steady flow* of electricity, are two other examples. Many more com- 
plicated equations, such as the wave equations of wave mechanics, 
contain the Laplacian operator, and are solved by analogy with 
Laplace’s equation, so that a knowledge of the solutions of Laplace’s 
equation proves to underlie a great deal of mathematical physics, 

4. Green’s Theorem, and the Solution of Poisson’s Equation in an 
Unbounded Pegion. — A partial differential equation, like Poisson’s 
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or Laplace’s equation, has a great variety of solutions. In the first 
place, Poisson’s equation, being a linear inhomogeneous differential 
equation (that is, containing the Laplacian, involving first powers of 
derivatives of and containing the term —p/eo involving terms 

independent of has a general solution that can be formed as follows: 

we find a particular solution, or particular integral, of the inhomo- 
geneous equation. We also find a general solution of the related 
homogeneous equation, formed by setting the term independent of 
ip equal to zero [that is, in this case, of Laplace’s equation (3.5)]. 
This homogeneous equation is called the ^^auxiliary equation,” and a 
general solution of it is called the “complementary function.” Then 
the sum of the particular integral, and of the complementary function, 
is in the first place a solution of the inhomogeneous equation, as we 
can see at once by substituting it in the equation. Furthermore, 
if the complementary function has sufficient arbitrariness in it, we 
can use it to satisfy arbitrary boundary conditions. Thus the sum 
of complementary function and particular integral is a complete 
solution of the inhomogeneous equation. In the next chapter we shall 
take up some methods for solving Laplace’s equation, and satisfying 
arbitrary boundary conditions with it. We shall find that, to do this, 
'we require an infinite number of arbitrary constants, or an arbitrary 
function, since we are dealing with a partial differential equation. 
In the present chapter we shall demonstrate a simple method, called 
“Green’s method,” for finding a particular integral of (3.4). 
combining the two, we shall then be in position to get a complete 
solution of Poisson’s equation. 

The first step in deriving Green’s solution of Poisson’s equation 
is to prove Green’s theorem, an important theorem in vector analysis, 
discussed in Appendix I. We prove it from the divergence theorem, 
(3.2), by setting F = ^ grad where <p and are scalars. Then (3.2) 
becomes 

ip grad \l/ • n da = (<pVV + gi'ad <p * grad xp) dv. (4.1) 

This is one form of Green’s theorem. To get the more familiar form, 
we next write the same expression wdth <p and p interchanged, and 
subtract, obtaining 

(ip grad ^ • n — ^ grad <p •n) da — (<pV^p ■— ^VV) dv. (4,2) 

We can now use this theorem to obtain Green’s solution of Poisson’s 
equation. Let us apply the theorem to the whole of space outside 
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a very small sphere of radius R surrounding a point P . Let f = 1 /r, 
where r is the distance from P to the point x, y, z. Then = 0 
everywhere outside the sphere of radius R-,ioT4> is the potential of 
a charge located at P, and hence satisfies Laplace’s equation every- 
where except where the charge is located, or at P. The light side of 
(4.2) is then 

f vv .... 


integrated over all space except the small sphere. For the left side, 
grad i/ -n = -d{l/r)/dr = l/r^. Thus the left side is 


/?■*“ + / 


On the surface of the sphere, r — R, da is then 




da = 4?r^, 


where ^ is the average value of ^ over the sphere , or is approximately 
the value of <p at P. The second term is (l/P)(a^/c?r)(4rP^), which 
goes to aero as R approaches zero. Thus in the limit as R goes to 
zero, we have 

4:Tr<p f dv, (4.3) 


Tliis is a mathematical theorem holding for any function where the 
volume integral on the right side is extended over all space except 
an intinitesimai sphere surrounding the point P, where ^ is the value 
of (p at P, and where r is the distance from P to .t, y, z. Now let us 
combine this with Poisson's equation (3.4). Then, for the potential 
V? of the charge p, we have 




(4.4) 


This is Green's solution of Poisson's equation. It is identical with 
Eq. (3.5) of Chap. I, which we have already obtained; it is simply 
a more elegant melliod of deriving that result. We shall lind this 
more elegant method to be useful, in the next chapter, in finding 
the potential in a bounded region of space, rather than an unbounded 
region as we have here. 

6. Direct Solution of Poisson’s Equation. — Green’»s method forms 
one way of solving Poisson's equation. However, sometimes p has a 
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sufficiently simple form so that we can solve it directly, regarding 
it as a problem in differential equations. Thus, for instance, suppose 
p is a function of one variable only, say .r, independent of ij and z. 
Then the potential may also be chosen to be independent of y and 
z. In this case Poisson^s equation becomes an ordinary differential 
equation: 

dV ^ _ pW. 

dx- 6u 

This can be solved as an oi-dinary differential ec[uation for <p as a 
fimciion of .r, merely by integrating twice with respect to x. As a 
very simple case, let p be a constant. Then we have simply 

” <Po Eqx - ~ — x'K (5.1) 

Such solutions of Puisson\s equation are useful in space-charge prob- 
lems. In studying space-charge limited emission from cathodes of 
vaiious shapes, we use Poisson’s equation, expressed in variables 
appropriate to the cathode geometry, to find the potential from the 
charge distribution. This is combined with the dynamical equations 
of motion of the electrons, Newton’s law giving the acceleration in 
terms of the force derived from the potential, and in this way we 
get a complete set of equations to determine both charge density and 
potential. 

We must remember, as has been mentioned earlier, that the 
solution, as found for instance in (5.1), is by no means a general 
solution of Poisson’s equation, even though it contains the two arbi- 
trary constants, <po and Eq. For it is clear that we can add to it 
any solution of Laplace’s equation, acting as the complementary 
function. It is true that our function <pq -- Eqx is a solution of 
Laplace’s equation, but it is far from a general solution, since it is a 
function of x only. We shall examine general solutions of Laplace’s 
equation in the next chapter, and shall show that a great vaiiety of 
such solutions exists. We shall shoiv that, by using a general solution 
of Laplace’s equation, we can satisfy general boundary conditions: 
we can find a solution such that <p reduces to prescribed values over the 
boundary of the region in which we can satisfy Poisson’s or Laplace’s 
equation. 

Problems 

1. Given a spherical distribution of charge, in which the density is a function 
of r. Prove that the field at any point is what would be obtained by imagining a 
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sphere drawn through the point, with its center at the origin, all the charge within 
the sphere concentrated at the center, and all the charge outside removed. Apply 
this result to the gravitational case, showing that the earth acts on bodies at its 
surface as if its mass were concentrated at the center. 

2. Given a sphere filled with charge of constant density. Prove that, at points 
within the sphere, the field is directly proportional to the distance from the center. 

3* Find the surface density induced by a charge on a plane conductor. Show 
by direct integration that the total induced surface charge equals the inducing 
charge in magnitude. 

4. For a certain spherical distribution of charge, the potential is given by 

where a are constants. Find a distribution of charge that will produce 

this potential, finding charge density as function of r, and the charge contained 
between r and r -}- dr. Consider whether a point charge at the origin is also 
required to produce the potential. The resulting charge distribution represents 
roughly the charge distribution within an atom. 

5. There are certain charges and conductors in an electrostatic field, whoso 
potential is tp. Show that the surface density of charge on the surface of a con- 
ductor is — ^ where n is the normal pointing out of the conductor. 

€o an 

6. Prove that the potential cannot have a minimum in an uncharged region of 
space. Prove therefore that a point charge cannot be in stable equilibrium under 
the action of electrostatic forces in an uncharged region. 

7. A certain vacuum tube contains a cylindrical cathode of radius rj. Sui- 
rounding it is a space-charge sheath, of constant density — p (where p is positive;, 
extending to a larger radius r-. The anode is a cylinder of still large?r radius /•.><, 
If the cathode is at potential the anode at potential find the potential as a 
function of r, both inside and outside the space charge. 

8. Discuss the charge distribution giving rise to equipotentials given by the 

real part of — In [sin Tr{x +3y)] - constant. XATiat is the form of these eqiii- 
potentials for large values of 3/? Sketch the lines of force and the equipotentials. 



CHAPTER III 

SOLUTIONS OF LAPLACE’S EQUATION 


A partial differential equation, such as Laplace’s equation, has a 
great variety of solutions. The type of solution to be used depends 
largely on the type of boundary condition that must be satisfied. 
One method of solution is an extension of Green’s method; we meet 
it later in this chapter. Another method is called “separation of 
variables.” This involves finding solutions that are the product 
of a separate function of each of the three coordinates. It is a common 
method for solution of similar equations, and is in fact the most 
powerful method available for the purpose. Different solutions can 
])e found, depending on whether we work in rectangular, polar, or 
other coordinate systems. We start with rectangular coordinates, for 
a simple illustration of the method, 

1. Solution of Laplace’s Equation in Rectangular Coordinates by 
Separation of Variables. — Working in rectangular coordinates rr, y, 
let us try to find a solution of = 0 in which ^ is a product of a 
function X of x, a function Y of and a function Z oiz (this is certainly 
not the most general solution, but we shall find that solutions of this 
type exist). Then Laplace’s equation becomes 


d^X . dW , d^Z 

yz^ + zx^ + xy^ 


0 . 


We divide by XYZ, obtaining 

1 , I dW I d^Z 

X dx^ 7 di/ Z dz^ 


In this equation, the first term is a function of x only, the second a 
function of y only, the third a function of z only. It is clearly impos- 
sible that the sum of these should be zero independent of x, unless 
each term separately is a constant, and the constants add to zero. 
That is, we must have 


1 d^X 

X dx^ 


1 dW 
Y dy^ 


+ + = (1.1) 
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From these we then have three ordinary differential equations, 


d^^'X 

dx^ 









whose solutions are 


X = Aie^^ + A 2^'”®'“, 
Y = Big^^ + 

Z - Cicr^ + C26"-, 


where as a result of (LI), some of the constants a, 6, c must be real 
and some imaginary. Thus some of the functions A”, 1 , Z vary 
exponential!}' with the arguments, the others sinusoidally. The prod' 
uct XYZ is now a particular solution of Laplace’s equation. 

Any linear coml^ination of such particular solutions is also a 
solution. Thus as a general solution we have 

where the summation is over an infinite number of terms, each with 
separate constants Ai, /lo, Bi, B>>, C^, C 2 , a, h, c, subject only to the 
relation = 0. Thus the general solution has an infinite 

number of arbitrary constants. This is characteristic of partial differ- 
ential equations. The constants are to be chosen so as to fit the 
boundary conditions. We shall use rectangular coordinates if the 
boundary conditions are imposed over the surface of a rectangular 
region. For instance, suppose we have two planes, x — Q and x = d, 
on which the potentials are given as functions of ?/, independent of 
z; we might have a composite electrode on each of these planes, 
different strips being maintained at different potentials by batteries. 
Suppose we wnsh to find the potential in the region between the 
planes. Clearly we can let p be independent of so that c — 0, and 

=: — Then we may write 

where j = V'—L When x - 0, this becomes 
2)(Ai 'h A 2 ) -f- 

and when a; = d it is 


Z{Aie°'^ + A%e~^'^){Bi&^y + 

Now a sum of an infinite number of terms of the form is one 

way of writing a Fourier series, which we discuss in Appendix IIL 
Thus at rr = 0 the potential must be given by a Fourier series with 
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coefficients (Ai + A. 2 )Bi for the term in and at x - d it is given 
by another Fourier series with coefficients By 

the theory of Fourier series we can fmd these coefficients; and hence 
the quantities AiBi^ A^Bi (and similarly AiB^^ A 2 B 2 ). Thus we can 
get the infinite set of arbitrary constants, from the boundary conditions. 

The method we have used above, for satisfying boundary condi- 
tions in Laplace's equation, can be used also in discussing Poisson's 
equation. Thus suppose we have the same problem as above, two 
parallel planes on which the potentials are to be prescribed functions 
of but that between the planes we have certain charge distributions 
that are assumed given. To keep the simplicity of our problem 
resulting from the independence of 0 , these charge distributions as 
well should be independent of z. We now know, from the two pre- 
ceding chapters, how to fmd a particular solution of Poisson's equation 
for the potential resulting from these charge distributions. In par- 
ticular, for this problem, the charge can be considered as made up 
of uniform charges along lines parallel to the z axis, and we have 
already seen that such a charged line has a logarithmic potential, so 
that all we need to do is to sum such logarithmic potentials arising 
from all linear charges. The resulting potential, however, will not 
have the correct values along the two planes. We then set up the 
complementary function, a solution of Laplace's equation, built up 
as in the solution we have worked out in this section, and reducing to 
boundary values on the surfaces which, added to the potential already 
found from our particular solution of Poisson's equation, will give the 
desired values. This is a problem of the type we have already con- 
sidered, so that we see that the determination of the complementary 
function for solving Poisson's equation is a problem exactly analogous 
to solving Laplace's equation directly. 

2. Laplace’s Equation in Spherical Coordinates. — The method of 
separation of variables, -which we have applied in rectangular coor- 
dinates in the preceding section, can be applied as well in a number 
of other coordinate systems, notably in cylindrical and spherical 
coordinates, and as a less familiar case in ellipsoidal coordinates. 
The case of spherical coordinates is the more important in practice, 
for it is used for the field of point charges, dipoles, and other charge 
distributions concentrated near a point. In spherical polar coordi- 
nates r, {pf lAplace's equation for the potential i/ (we use this symbol, 
so as not to confuse it with the coordinate (p) is 

1 d / , a A , 1 ^ , 1 dV A 

dr \ dr ) r- sin 0 d$ \ ^ dd ) sin® 0 dcp^ ' 
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as we see in Appendix IV, in which we discuss vector operations in 
curvilinear coordinates. We assume that is a product of three 
functions, one a function of r, one a function of 6, one a function of (p. 
That is, we assume ^ = i?(r)0(d)#(^). Inserting this function, and 
dividing by the product 220$, we have 


J. 1, d / 

R r* dr \ dr ) 


, 1 1 d(. ,de\ ,1 1 _ n 

0 r* sin e de V ^ ddj $ r^ sin^ 0 dip^ 


If we multiply by r^ sin^ 8, the first term and the second will depend 
on r and 6 only, the last on p only. This is impossible unless each 
of these is a constant, and the constants add to zero. If the last term 
is — we shall have 


11 d f „dlA 
R r"* dr V" dr ) 



( 2 . 1 ) 


m- 


r- sin- 6 


0 . 


( 2 . 2 ) 


If we multiply by r^, the first terra will depend only on r, the second 
and third only on 0. Thus again each of these must be a constant. 
Let the first term be l{l + 1). Then 


1 d 
sin 0 do 



l{l + 1 ) 


22 = 0, 


m + 1) - 


sin^ 0 


0 = 0 . 


(2.3) 


(2.4) 


We have now separated the variables, in the sense that we have three 
ordinary differential equations, (2.3), (2.4), (2.1), for the functions 

22, e, $. 

3. Spherical Harmonics. — The solution of these equations is not 
difficult. For (2.3) we may try the assumption 22 = ?•'*. Then we 
find that we have a solution if n('a + 1) ==2(2 + 1), whose solutions 
are a = 2, or n = — (2 + 1). Thus 


where a, b are constants of integration. Equation (2.4) is Legendre’s 
equation. It can be solved by making the substitution 

0 = sin“ 0(Ao + Ai cos 0 + cos- 0 

We then find, on substituting in (2.4), that the following relations 
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Aq[1{1 4“ 1) — Ttiiiii ~l" 1)1 4" 2^2 5= 0 

Ai{l(l 4“ 1) — 4" l)(w 4“ 2)] 4“ 2 • SAg = 0 

AzlKJ 4" 1) — (^' 4“ 2i)(7ti 4“ 3)] 4" 3 * 4 A 4 = 0 


These allow us to solve for all the A’s in terms of Ao and A 1 , which are 
constants of integration. In this way we find 


0 — Aq sin’"' 6 { 1 


1 1 _ + 1 ) - Mm + 1 )] 


2! 


GOS^ ^ 


, + ]) - 7n(m + DMl + 1)- (m + 2)(m + 3)] , 

_| COS u 


4 - Ax sin"' 0 {cos 9 


4! 

m + 1) - (m + l)(m + 2)] 
3! 


cos* 6 


+ 


[1(1 + 1) - (m + l)(m + 2)][l(l + 1) - (m + 3)(m + 4)] 

5! 


cos“ 


Finally the solution of ( 2 . 1 ) is 

$ = C sin mq> + D cos 7n<p, 


(B.l) 

(3.2) 


where C, D are constants of integration. 

We now find that m and I must be chosen to be integers to satisfy 
certain conditions. Unless m is an integer, an increase of (p by 2ir, 
which brings us back to the same point of space, would lead to a 
different value of <h; thus m is an integer, provided that we are solving 
Laplace^s equation in a region that includes all values of <p. Next 
consider (3.1). If the series do not break off, they can be shown to 
diverge when cos 0 = ± 1 , or along the axis of coordinates. To show 
that this is plausible, we find the ratio of the term in cos^ 0 to that in 
cos^*"^ 0. This ratio is 


[1(1 + 1) - (m + p - 2)(7n + p - i)] „ 

cos 9, 

which approaches cos^ 0 in the limit where p is very large. Thus 
for cos ^ = ± 1 , this ratio approaches 4 - 1 , so that the terms of the 
series oscillate without decreasing in magnitude. Under these circum- 
stances it is possible, though not necessary, for a series to diverge. It 
is also possible for the series to converge, but a closer examination 
than we shall give shows in the present case that the series actually 
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diverges, and the series would become infinite for cos (9 == ±1, If 
we are solving Laplace^s equation in a region including the axis, the 
potential certainh' cannot become, infinite along the axis. Thus the 
series cannot be allowed to diverge. This can be prevented only if I is 
an integer; for then one of the series (3.1) breaks off to form a poly- 
nomial, which is finite for all values of 0, The corresponding poly- 
nomials are called '‘associated Legendre functions,’' and arc commonly 
denoted by Pf (cos 0), provided that the constant factor multiplying 
them is properly chosen. These constant factors, and additional 
properties of the associated Legendre functions, are taken up in 
Appendix V. The product of sin or cos m(p by Pf (cos 8) is called 
a “spherical harmonic.” We then find as our general solution 

4/ = d)(C sin fncp + D cos nKp). (3.3) 

Here, as with the rectangular case, we can add an infinite number of 
such terms to get a general solution, and the constants can be (dioseii 
so as to fit boundary conditions. For instance, we may solve the 
problem of the potential between two concentric spheres of radii rt, 
r 2 , where the potential is given by specified functions of 0, <p on each 
of the spheres. The method of satisfying these boundary conditions 
is taken up in Appendix V. 

4. Simple Solutions of Laplace’s Equation in Spherical Coordinates. 
We have derived a general solution (3.3) of Laplace’s equation. This 
solution is of great value in complicated problems that can be expressed 
in terms of spherical coordinates. However, in certain simple cases 
the solution reduces to very simple forms, which are of great impor- 
tance. Thus let us ask for a solution corresponding to Z = 0, ni ~ 0. 
In this case, by (3.1) and (3.2), w^'e see that the functions of 6 and <p are 
constants, so that 4> reduces to a + b/r. The first term is a constant 
of integration, the second the potential of a charge located at the 
origin. We can determine the constant b if we know the charge, by 
using Gauss’s theorem, or the fact that the potential of a charge q 
at the origin is q/AireoTj so that h - q/Aireo. 

The next simplest solution is for Z - 1, m = 0. In this case the 
first sum of (3.1) fails to break off, and diverges, so that we must set 
its coefficient equal to zero in our solution; but the second breaks off 
after the first term, and is a constant times cos 0, Thus for this case 
we have 

f = (ar 4* ^ cos 0. 


(4.1) 
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The first term, proportional to r cos 0, is simply proportional to s, 
the coordinate along the axis of the spherical coordinates; thus its 
field is a constant along the z axis, which is surely a solution of Laplace^s 
equation. The next term, proportional to cos d/r-, is particularly 
interesting; it is the potential of a dipole, which w’e shall consider in 
the next section. Before proceeding to it, we note that (4.1) can be 
used to solve an interesting problem: the potential of a grounded 
conducting sphere in a uniform external field. Let the external field 
be along the z axis, and let its magnitude be E, Then at large dis- 
tances from the sphere we must have ^ ^ —Ez ~ —Er cos 0, or we 
must have a = —E in (4.1). Next let the radius of the sphere be R, 
so that the potential must be zero on the sphere. We can arrange to 
have the potential of (4.1) satisfy this condition, by making 

Oiffi + -4 = 0, & = ER\ 

Thus (4.1) reduces to 

i/ = (^~Er + cos 6, (4.2) 

which is a solution of Laplace's equation, reduces to zero on the 
surface of the conducting sphere, and reduces to the correct value 
at infinite distance. 



5. The Dipole and the Double Layer. — A dipole by definition con- 
sists of two equal and opposite charges ± q separated by a distance d. 
The potential at point P is then 

^(i ^ \ 

47r€o \r r + d cos dj 

where r, d are as showm in Fig. 8. If d is small, this is approximately 
q d cos 0 

47r€o 
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wliere n is the unit vector along the axis ol the dipole. The product 
qd is called the “dipole moment/’ and is denoted m. Thus the 


potential of the dipole is 


m cos Q 
47reo 


(5.1) 


In speaking of dipoles, it is customary to assume that q is infinitely 
large, d infinitesimally small, in such a way that the dipole moment 
7 n is finite, and (5.1) forms the exact potential. By comparison with 
(4.1) we see that the second term of that expression is the potential 
of a dipole of moment located at the origin. 

By analogy with this treatment of the dipole and its potential, one 
can set up solutions of Laplace’s equations similar to (4.1), but cor- 
responding to larger values of I than unity. One can then interpret 
these solutions as being the potentials of more complicated distribu- 
tions of charge at the origin. In this way one arrives at the definitions 
of quadripoles, and a whole series of higher multipoles, corresponding 
to successively larger values of 1. We consider these higher multi- 
poles in Appendix VI. They are of particular importance in studying 
the external electric fields (and, as we shall see later, of magnetic fields) 
of atoms and molecules on the one hand, and of atomic nuclei and 
their elementary constituents on the other. We often are interested 
in their fields at a large distance compared with their dimensions, and 
then they act to a good approximation like multipoles. Thus, for 
instance, a diatomic molecule like HCl, one of whose atoms (H) tends 
to acquire a positive charge, the other (Cl) a negative charge, has a 
field at a distance that consists of a dipole as its leading term. On the 
other hand, a molecule like ^ 2 , which is symmetrical, has no dipole 
moment. We notice from (3.3) that the higher I is, the more rapidly 
the potential falls off with distance, varying as Thus, since 

the higher multipoles correspond to higher values of I, their fields 
fall off more rapidly, and at large distances the field of the multipole 
of lowest I value predominates. For nuclei, the leading term in the 
field at large distances, aside from the electrostatic potential varying 
with 1/r resulting from the nuclear charge, is generally a magnetic 
rather than an electrical term. 

The reader might reasonably be surprised that in our present 
fliscussion we started by trying to solve Laplace’s equation, which 
is the special case of Poisson’s equation which we meet in a region in 
which there are no charges, and end up by finding the potential 
resulting from a point charge, dipole, or higher multipole. How, he 
might ask, did charges get into the theory? The answer is that our 
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spherical coordinate system introduces a singularity^ at the origin, and 
our final solutions, although they satisfy Laplace’s equation perfectly 
properly everywhere except at the origin, fail to satisfy it at the 
origin. The term in (3.3) in has no singularity at the origin, and 
if we know that there is no charge distribution of any sort at the origin, 
that term alone must be used in setting up a solution of Laplace’s 
equation. On the other hand, the terms in become infinite at 
infinite distance from the origin. Closer examination of them shows 
that they must be connected with the existence of infinite amounts of 
charge at infinite distance. Thus, to take a very simple ease, suppose 
we have the potential r cos 0, corresponding to the first term of (4.1). 
This, as we have seen, is the potential of a uniform field, such as would 
be set up wfithin an infinite parallel plate condenser. To set it up, we 
should then have to have equal and oppovsite charge distributions 
over two infinitely great condenser plates at infinite divstance, and 
each would carry infinite charge. If, then, by some condition of a 
problem, we know that there is no charge at infinite distance, we must 
not use the terms in in the solution (3.3) of Laplace’s equation. Of 
course, if there is no charge at infinity, so that we do not use the terms 
in r\ and no charge at the origin, so that we do not use the terms in 
and no charge anywhere between, as is implied by the fact that 
we are trying to solve Laplace’s equation, then there will be no field, 
the potential will be constant everywhere, and there is no problem to 
be solved, 

Eeturning to the discussion of dipoles, we have seen that (5.1) 
represents the potential of a dipole of moment m. Similarly the 
potential found in (4.2), for the problem of a grounded conducting 
sphere in a uniform external field, is the potential of the superposition 
of a uniform field, and of a dipole of moment LTreoR^E. We thus see 
that a conducting sphere of radius R acquires an induced dipole 
moment of this amount in an external field. When an object thus 
acquires a dipole moment, it is said to be ^'polarized,” and if the 
moment is proportional to the field, the ratio is defined as the polar- 
izability a. Thus we have 

m = aE, (5.2) 

As we have just seen, the polarizability of a conducting sphere of radius 
R is 47r€oi2^. 

Often we have occasion to consider, not a single dipole, but a 
so-called ^^double layer,’’ a surface distribution of dipoles. Thus 
let two surfaces a distance d apart carry surface charges ±cr per unit 
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area. Then we may say that the dipole moment per unit area is ad. 
We note that this double layer is equivalent to a parallel plate con- 
denser, and that the potential difference between the plates is crd/ eo, or 
the dipole moment per unit area divided by co. The field is zero out- 
side the double layer. We note that the normal component of E is 
discontinuous by amount or/€o at a charged surface (as seen in Sec. 1, 
Chap. 11), and the potential is discontinuous by an amount (dipole 
moment per unit area) divided by eo at a double layer. 

6. Green’s Solution for a Bounded Region. — So far in this chapter 
we have been considering the direct solution of Laplace’s equation, 
by separation of variables, in rectangular or spherical coordinates. 
We now consider the other important solution, using Green’s method. 
We proceed as in Chap, II, Sec. 4, only we apply Green’s theorem to 
the volume V between the small sphere of radius R surrounding the 
point F, and a larger surface S’, Then, substituting xj/ = 1/?’ in 
Green’s theorem, (4.2) of Chap. II, and proceeding as in the derivation 
of (4.3) of Chap. II, we have in addition a surface integral over S’, We 
then have in general 


4 ^^ = — J ^ dv — j 7. ’ ^ 7 ^ ‘ 

This, like (4,3) of Chap. II, is a general theorem holding for aiiy function 
(p. If in particular VV == “~-pAo, we have 


1 

47r€o 


L [5 f) ■ “ S 


da. (6.1) 


This expresses (p at any point within V as the sum of two terms: first, 
the volume integral, representing the potential of the charges within 
V ; secondly, the surface integral, which can be computed if the values 
of tp and its normal derivative are known at all points of the surface S'. 
Thus this theorem is in proper form to use in a case in which the 
behavior of the potential is known around the boundary of a region. 
Using the results of the preceding section, we can give a phy.sioal 
interpretation to the terms of the surface integral. Suppose w’c tried 
to set up such a distribution of surface-charge density, and such a 
double layer, on S', that the field and potential within S' would have 
the values actually present in the problem, but so that the field and 
potential outside S' would be zero. The normal component of field 
on the inner side of S' would be - (grad <p) • n, so that the discon- 
tinuity in field at the surface is (grad tp) • n. This discontinuity of 
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field would be produced by a surface charge of density €o(grad ip) » n. 
The contribution of this charge to the potential would then be 

/^oC grad p) - n da 
dire or 

which is the second term of the surface integral in (6,1). Similarly'' 
the potential within S' is (p, so that the discontinuity is — (p, and the 
corresponding dipole moment per unit area to produce this discon- 
tinuity is — The contribution of this to the potential is 

where the differentiation in the gradient is with respect to the coordi- 
nates of the point P. It is the negative of this if the differentiation is 
with respect to the coordinates y, 2 : of the other end of the vector r, 
as in (G.l). The integral is then just the first term of the surface 
integral in (6.1). The distribution of surface charge and double 
layer over S' which we liave just discussed is called “Green's 
distribution.” We now see the significance of (6.1): the potential 
produced by the charge p within 7. and Green's distribution over S', 
is just the potential (p that we desire within V, but is zero everywhere 
outside. 

Problems 

1. It takes several volts of energy to remove an electron from the interior of a 
metal to the region outside. Find how many volts, if we represent the surface 
layer of the metal by a double layer consisting of two parallel sheets of charge; a 
sheet of negative electricity, of density as if there wore electrons of charge 
1.60 X 10”^® coulomb, spread out uniformly with a density of one to a square 
4 X lO-® cm on a side; and inside that at a distance of 0.5 X 10"^ cm a similar 
sheet of positive charge. 

2. Find the components of electri<‘. field resulting from a dipole, both in rec- 
tangular and in spherical coordinates. 

3. A charge g is at a distance r from a polarizable dipole, whose moment is a 
times the field in which it is located, where is the polarizaliility. Find the force 
of attraction betw'een charge and dipole. 

4. Referring to Prob. 9, Chap. I, show that the force bolwocn a charge q and 
an uncharged conducting sphere can be found from the re.sult of Prob. 3 above, 
taken together with the polarizability of a conducting sphere, provided that the 
distance between charge and sphere is large compared with the radius of the 
sphere. 

5. A dipole of fixed dipole moment is placed in an external electric field. 
Prove that there is a torque on the dipole proportional to its dipole moment and 
the magnitude of the electric field, and find how the torque depends on angle. 
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6. A dipole of fixed dipole moment is placed in an external electric field that 
is not constant. Prove that there is a force on the dipole depending on the rate of 
change of field with position, and find how this force depends on the orientation of 
the dipole and other features of the field. 

7* Find the potential as a function of position in a region bounded by surfaces 
at a: = 0, a: = L, - 0, extending to infinity along the y axis, subject to the 
boundary condition that the potential is zero along the two infinite surfaces a; = 0, 
X - L, but that it is an arbitrary function of x along the surface from a: = 0 to 
X — L, y — 0. Build up the solution out of individual solutions varying smu» 
soidaliy with a;, and exponentially with y, noting that they must decrease rather 
than increase exponentially as y increases. 

8. Find the potential as a function of position within a sphere, if the surface of 
one hemisphere is kept at a potential + V, the other hemisphere at a potential — V. 

9. Set up Laplace’s equation in cylindrical coordinates, and solve by separa- 
tion of variables. 

10. A hollow pipe of circular cross section is infinitely long, and is grounded. 
A disk maintained at potential V practically closes the pipe at a certain point, but is 
insulated from it. Find the potential as a function of position within the pipe. 

11. Show that a solution of Laplace’s equation in two dimensions can be 

written as a linear combination of terms of the form r” nff, where n can be any 
positive or negative integer, 

12. Given the two-dimensional potential on a circle of radius B about an origin 
of the form F(^) (0 < 5 < Stt), where V{e) is continuous. Using Green’s theorem, 
show that the potential at any point (r,<p) inside the circle is given by 


Vir,<p) 


YjO) d$ 

27r Jo R^ 4. f 2 — 2or cos i<p — d) 


This is known as ^Toisson’s integral.” What form would it take for points 
exterior to the circle? 

13, Find the force and torque on a dipole in the field of a point charge. Find 
the force ex.erted by the dipole on the point charge, and verify Newton’s third law. 



CHAPTER IV 
DIELECTRICS 

A dielectric, or insulator, is a material containing dipoles whose 
dipole moment is ordinarily pi'oportional to the applied electric 
intensity. These dipoles can arise physically in two ways. In the 
first place, the molecules of any material are composed of positive 
nuclei, surrounded by rapidly moving negatively charged electrons. 
These electrons move very freely through the atom or molecule; they 
are prevented from escaping, however, by intense electric fields. 
When the molecule is placed in an external electric field, the electrons 
tend to be displaced by the field, much as the free electrons in a metal 
are displa{ied. They cannot travel outside the molecule, however; 
instead, they pile up on the surface of the molecule, resulting effec- 
tively in a surface charge, and the net result is that the molecule 
becomes polarised, or becomes a dipole. The situation is similar to 
that of the polarization of a conducting sphere in an external field, 
discussed in Chap. Ill, Sec. 5. We can even find a value for the 
polarizability of a molecule, using the formula a = d-Treoi?^ of that 
section, and assuming for R a molecular dimension, which is of the 
right order of magnitude. If there are N atoms or molecules in 
volume F, so that the number per unit volume is W/F, and if each 
one acquires a moment aE, there will then be a dipole moment per 
unit volume of (iV/F)a;E. This moment is called the ^'polarization, 
and is denoted by P ; it is a vector function of position, the polarization 
being in the same direction as E, in an isotropic dielectric. 

The other mechanism by which dipoles can be set up is found in 
certain materials containing polar molecules; that is, molecules that 
have dipole moments even in the absence of an external field. Thus a 
chemical substance like HCl, containing a positive and a negative 
ion, has dipole molecules, the H end of the molecule being positively, 
the Cl end negatively charged. In the absence of an external field, 
the molecules in gaseous or liquid IICl will be oriented in random direc- 
tions, so that even though each molecule has a moment, the average 
moment per unit volume will be zero. An impressed field, however, 
tends to orient the molecules, and it can be shown that there is a net 
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dipole moment resulting from this, which is proportional to the field. 
Thus this effect, like the other, gives P proportional to E. There is a 
difference, however, which allows the effects to be separated. The 
induced dipoles are independent of temperature. The orientation of 
permanent dipoles, however, is opposed by temperature agitation, and 
by kinetic theory it can be shown that the resulting polarization in a 
given external field is inversely proportional to the absolute tempera- 
ture. By investigating the temperature variation of the dipole 
moment, then, we can experimentally separate the two effects, and 
can find values both for the polarizability of the individual molecules, 
and for their permanent dipole moments. For our present purposes, 
however, we need not distinguish between the two sources of 
dipoles, and need merely assume the existence of a polarization vector P, 
proportional to E, the constant of proportionality of course depending 
on the nature of the dielectric, 

1. The Polarization and the Displacement. — ^Let us consider a 
surface S bounding a volume F, \Yithm a dielectric. We start with the 
dielectric unpolarized, and then allow it to polarize. In this process, 
certain charges will have been carried across the surface S, so that, 
although originally the volume contains no net charge, there will l^e 
such a charge after polarization. Let us find this charge, by comput- 
ing the amount of charge flomng across an element da of the surface 
in the process of polarization. We may consider the polarization 
to consist of many dipoles, each of charge g, with displacement d 
(a vector, pointing along the direction of the dipole moment) between 
the equal and opposite charges. If n is the outer normal to F, the 
displacement of a charge q along n will be d • n. All those charges 
contained in the small volume of area da, height d • n, will be carried 
over da in the process of polarization. If there are N/V dipoles 
per unit volume, there will have been a charge of q{N/V){d • n) da 
in this small volume, so that the total charge carried out over da 
will be {N/V){qd • n) da. But iN/V)qd is simply the polarization P, 
the dipole moment per unit volume. Thus the charge carried out 
over da is IP da, and the total charge carried out over the whole 
surface is the surface integral of this quantity. 

If p' is the resulting charge density within the volume, set up by 
the displacement of charge, the charge that has been carried out will 
be —/p' dv. Thus we have 

j^V-nda= ~ j^p’dv. (1.1) 

Using the divergence theorem, the left side can be rewritten / div P dv, 
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since the relation (1.1) must hold for any volume, the integrands must 
then be equal, or we have 

div P = ~p'. (1.2) 

We may now combine this equation with Eq. (3.3), Chap. II, which 
we may write €o div E = p, where p represents the volume density 
of charge. We must think carefully how to describe the situation, 
however. We have two types of charge density: the charge that we 
deliberately place on our conducting or dielectric bodies, and the 
charge that automatically appears as a result of polarization. We 
shall call the first sort the “real charge/^ the second sort the “polarized 
charge.^^ Both sorts can produce electric intensity E, so that, in 
Eq. (3.3), Chap. IT, the charge density that appears should be the sum 
of real and polarized charge. 

It is customary, however, to use the symbol p to denote merely the 
real charge, so that for instance p will be zero within an ordinary 
dielectric. Thus we must replace our equation by 

€o div E — p + p', 

which means the same as Eq. (3.3), Chap. 11, but is expressed differ- 
ently because of the different meaning we now assign to p. Using 
(1.2), we then have 

€0 div E = p — div P, div (eoE + P) = p. 

The combination eoE + P comes into the theory so often and in such 
an important way that it is given a special name, the electric displace- 
ment, and a special symbol, D* Thus we write 

divD-p, D-€oE + P. (1.3) 

Equation (1.3) is one of the fundamental equations of electromagnetic 
theory, and is one of MaxwelFs equations. 

2. The Dielectric Constant, — Since P is proportional to the 
displacement D is also proportional to E. We define the ratio of D 
to E as the permittivity, and denote it by e. Thus we have 

D - eE. (2.1) 

The ratio of e to €o, which we may call the permittivity of free 
space, is the dielectric constant, sometimes called the “specific induc- 
tive capacity,^’ and is denoted by fc^>. Thus we may write 

€ 

Kg ^ 

€0 




( 2 . 2 ) 
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The ratio of poiarization P to eoE is called the * ‘susceptibility/ ' and is 
denoted by Xt- Thus we have 

P = /Cc = 1 + Xf- (2*3) 

Clearly the susceptibility is proportional to the polarizability of the 
molecules, and the number of molecules per unit volume: in fact, since 
P == (iV/F)aE, we have 


We thus have means for finding the dielectidc constant of a material, 
if we know the polarizability of its molecules. There is one word 
of caution to be expressed, however. It turns out that the polar- 
izability of a molecule is affected by the presence of neighboring 
molecules. Thus in (2.4) we cannot use the value of a that would be 
obtained for a molecule in the absence of neighbors, and expect the 
resulting dielectric constant to be correct for a dense dielectric. Wc 
shall take up this correction later. 

3. Boundary Conditions at the Surface of a Dielectric. — There are 
two fundamental equations of electrostatics: (1.3) and Eq. (3.4) of 
Chap. I, or 

div D - p, curl E = 0. (3. 1) 

These equations take on special forms in the case commonly met in 
electrostatics, in which the dielectrics consist of materials each with a. 

uniform dielectric constant, but with surfaces of discon- 
tinuity of dielectric constant between the materials. 
Within a homogeneous dielectric containing no charges, 
we have div D = div eE = 0, so that div E — 0. From 
curl E = 0 we conclude as before that E = — grad tp, 
and we can then find that V V == 0, so that Laplace's 
equation is satisfied for the potential, as in the absence 
of a. dielectric. 

At a surface of discontinuity, however, the situation 
is quite different. There e is a discontinuous function of 
position, so that we cannot infer from div eE =: o that 
div E == 0; it will not be true. Let us instead investi- 
gate an uncharged surface of discontinuity between two 
dielectrics by Gauss's theorem, using arguments like those in Chap. II, 
Sec. 1. Over unit area of the surface we erect a thin rectangular 
volume, as in Fig. 9. We note, from the divergence theorem and the 
equation div D ?= p, that Gauss's theorem becomes 



Fia. 9.— 
Gauss’s theo- 
rem for nor- 
mal compo- 
nent of Z>* 
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nda - j^p dv, (3.2) 

Since there is no real charge within our volume, this tells us that 
the total flux of B out of the volume is zero; that is, that the flux in 
over one of the faces equals the flux out over the other, which demands 
that the normal component of D must be the same on both faces. In 
other words, we conclude that the normal component of D is continu- 
ous at an uncharged surface of separation between two homogeneous 
dielectrics. 

By an argument similar to that v/hich we have just applied, we ma^'” 
apply Ecp (1.1), rather than (3.2), to the small volume of Fig. 9. 
Let us suppose that the dielectric is to the left of the sur- 
face of separation, empt}" space to the right. There will 
then be polarization to the left, and not to the right, so 

that P • n da will be the negative of the component 

of polarization along the normal pointing away from the 
dielectric. By (1.1), this equals the polarization charge 
included within the volume. This must clearly be a 
surface charge, and since unit area of the surface is in- 
cluded in the volume, we have the result that the normal 
component of P, pointing out of a dielectric, equals the gi,oWs^th7- 
surface polarization charge that appears on the surface oreiTi for s\ir- 
as a result of the polarization. It is of course clear that, of dis- 

since the normal component of D is continuous at an oontimutj-. 
uncharged surface, and the normal component of P is not continuous, 
the normal component of E must likewise be <3iscontiniious. 

Next we consider the implication of the equation curl E = 0. We 
draw a contour as shown in Fig. 10, one long vside on one side of the 
surface of separation, the other on the other. By Stokes’s theorem 
in vector analysis, the surface integral of the normal component of the 
curl of a vector over a surface equals the line integral of the tangential 
component of the same vector around the contour bounding the sur- 
face. Applying this theorem to a surface bounded by the contour 
in Fig. 10, we note that, since curl E is zero, the line integral of the 
tangential component of E about the contour must be zero, which 
means that the tangential component of E must be equal on both 
long sides of the surface. We then have derived the following general 
results: 

From div D = p: normal component of D continuous 

From curl E == 0: tangential component of E continuous, (3.3) 
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where these conditions hold at an uncharged surface of separation 
].>etweeii dielectrics. 

4. Electrostatic Problems Involving Dielectrics, and the Con- 
denser. — Without the principles derived in this chapter, it is almost 
impossible to see how to solve electrostatic problems involving dielec- 
trics as well as charges. The dielectrics acquire polarized charges on 
their surfaces, and if we do not know the amount and distribution of 
these charges, we cannot use our ordinary electrostatic principles 
to compute the field. The problem is not unlike that which we met 
in electrostatic problems involving conductors, where we also did not 
know the distribution of surface charges. We solved that problem 
by obtaining a potential that was a solution of Laplace^s or Poisson's 
equation in the region outside conductors, but satisfied certain bound- 
ary conditions at the surface of a conductor: the potential had to 
reduce to an appropriate constant on the surface of each conductor, 
which implied that the field E was normal to the surface, or that the 
tangential component of E was zero outside this surface. Wc see 
that this condition was a special case of (3.3) : since E is zero within a 
conductor, the tangential component of E must be zero outside, by con- 
tinuity. Equation (3.3) gives no information about the normal com- 
ponent at the surface of a conductor, for the surface is not uncharged. 

We now notice that a method essentially similar to this one can 
be tised in solving an electrostatic problem involving dielectrics. 
Inside each dielectric, provided that its dielectric constant is uniform, 
the potential will satisfy Laplace's or Poisson’s equation, where the 
charge density involved is the real charge, which we assume we know 
about. At each surface of discontinuity, the conditions (3.3) must be 
satisfied b}" the appropriate components of D and E. Combining with 
the relation (2.1), D == eE, the problem is determined. As a first 
almost trivial example, consider the field of certain charges embedded 
in an infinite dielectric of permittivity €. By Gauss’s theorem, 
JE • n da — (lA)Jp dy. This differs from the corresponding equation 
for free space only in substituting e for eo. Thus Green’s solution of 
Poisson’s equation will carry through just as in Chap. II, Sec, 4, with 
the one difference that e will appear in the denominator rather tlian 
eo. Thus the potential, and the field E, of a set of charges in a uni- 
form dielecti'ic, will be just I/kq as large as if the same charges were 
located in empty space. We notice, however, that the displacement 
D of a set of charges in a uniform dielectric will be the same as if they 
were in empty space. 

As a next example of electrostatic problems involving dielectrics, 
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consider a condenser filled with a uniform dielectric of permittivity 
rather than with empty space. We can use the same solution of 
Laplace^s equation to represent the potential that we did for the case 
without dielectrics; the only difference is in the relation between the 
charge on the plates and the potential difference. For a given voltage 
between the plates, there will be the same field E everywhere in the 
case with dielectric that there 'was without it. D will, however, be 
Ke times as great. By Gausses theorem, the surface charge at a 
charged surface will equal D, so that the surface charge on the plates 
will be Ke times as great as if the dielectric were absent. The capacity, 
being the charge divided by the voltage, will then be Kc times as great 
as if the condenser had no dielectric but empty space. It is interesting 
to notice that, at the surface between the dielectric and the conducting 
plate, there will be not only the real surface charge I), but also be a 
polarization surface charge, equal to — P, or — {kq — l)6oP. The 
total charge, real and polarization, on the surface, will then be eoP, 
the same as the total charge for the condenser in the absence of 
dielectric. The reason a dielectric increases the capacity of a con- 
denser, or the charge that its plates carry for a given voltage, is that a 
fraction (kc — l)Ac or 1 — 1/kc of the charge is effectively canceled by 
polarization charge, leaving only the fraction I/kc for producing a field. 
Thus, to produce a given field, we must have Ke times as much charge 
as ill the absence of dielectric. 

5. A Charge outside a Semi-infinite Dielectric Slab. — In both the 
problems we have so far considered, the infinite dielectric and the 
dielectric filling a condenser, the effect of the dielectric is very simple: 
the field distribution is Just as in empty space, but a given charge 
produces a field only 1/k^ as strong as in empty space. If this situa- 
tion were always true, the problem of dielectrics would be trivial, and 
we should not have had to go through all the theory that we 
have presented in this chapter. We shall now give two examples to 
show that in general the \vhole problem is entirely different in the 
presence of dielectrics from what it is without them. First let us take 
the problem of a chai'ge g, in empty space, a distance d from an infinite 
plane surface bounding a semi-infinite dielectric of permittivity 6. We 
can solve this problem by an application of the method of images, similar 
to that in Chap. I, Sec. 4, but more complicated. In Fig. 11 we shall 
try to satisfy our conditions by the following assumptions: in the free 
space, to the left of the surface of separation, we assume that the 
potential is q/iireoTi — where Ti is the distance from the 

charge to the point where we are finding potential, the distance 
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from the image to the point, and where the second term is the potential 
of an image charge whose magnitude we must still determine. 
In the dielectric to the right of the plane, we assunie that the potential 
is / 47 r€ri, where g" is also to be determined. These assumed poten- 
tials satisfy the first requirement: in the empty space the potential 
satisfies Poisson’s equation, being determined from the charge q; in 
the dielectric it is determined by Laplace’s equation, the charge pro- 
ducing the field being located out- 
side the dielectric. Clearly we 
cannot have a term varying in- 
versely as ro, in the dielectric, for 
there is no real charge located at 
the image of q. 

We must now try to satisfy the 
boundary conditions on the sur- 
face. For the tangential compo- 
nent of E, we note that the 
tangential derivative of potential 
must be the same on both sides of 
the surface, which means that the potential itself is continuous; this 
may be used as a substitute for the condition on the continuity of the 
tangential component of E. Thus, remembering that vi = fo at points 
of the surface, we have 

q-q' ( 5 . 1 ) 



Fig. 11. — Images for point charge outside 
dielectric slab. 


For the normal component of D, we note that the charges q and -~q' 
will produce fields that add rather than subtract. Remembering 
that we find D by taking the gradient of the potential and multiplying 
by the dielectric constant, this results in 


g + g' 


(5.2) 


Since (5.1) and (5.2) can be solved for g' and g" in terms of g, our condi- 
tions are compatible, and our assumed potentials give a solution of the 
problem. Solving for g' and g", we have 


Ke 


2Ke 


/Ce + 1 


Ke + 1 




(5.3) 


Lines of force for this problem are shown in Fig. 12. 

We can easily check two special cases of (5.3). First, if /Ce = 1, 
so that the whole space is really empty, we have g' = 0, g" = g, so 
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that the field is just that of the charge q in empty space. Secondly, if 
Ke is infinite, — g, and g" = 2g, The field E in the empty space 
in tills case is that produced by the charge q, and an image — g; the 
field within the dielectric is zero, being a field of a finite charge in a 
medium of infinite dielectric constant. Thus the field in this case 
is everywhere the same that we should have for a charge q outside a 
perfect conductor. There are as a matter of fact many ways in which 
a medium of infinite dielectric con- 
stant resembles a conductor. 

6. Dielectric Sphere in a Uni- 
form Field. — As another example of 
problems involving dielectrics, we 
consider a dielectric sphere in a 
uniform external field, in empty 
space. Following Eqs. (4.1) and 
(4.2) of Chap. Ill, we try the as- 
sumption 

<p = ^ — j?or + cos d 

outside the sphere, where Eq is the 
field at large distances, and wdiere 
h is to be determined. This as- 
sumption correctly gives the field at 
large distances, and it satisfies La- 
place’s equation; if b can be chosen 
to satisfy the boundary conditions 
at the surface of the sphere, or 
radius /?, we shall have a solution of our problem. Let us also try 
the assumption that the field is uniform, and equal to Fi, within the 
sphere. That is, the potential within the sphere is --Ei r cos 6, As 
ill the preceding problem, we may take as our two boundary condi- 
tions the continuity of the potential, and of the normal component of 
D. For the potential to be continuous, we must have 

(^-EoR + cos 6 = -EiR cos e, or -EoR + -EiR. 

( 6 . 1 ) 

For the continuity of the normal component of D, \ve note that the 
direction of increasing r is the normal direction. Thus inside the 
sphere the normal component of B is —eid<p/dr = ^lEi cos 9, and 



Fig. 13.' — ^Lines of force for point charge 
outside dielectric slab. 
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outside it is (coBo + cos Q. Equating, we have 


€ii?i = £flZ?0 


26o5 


( 0 . 2 ) 


Solving (6.1) and (6.2) siniultaneously, we find 


El 


36n 

26o + ei 


i?o, 


47r6()& = 


(€l — €o) 

26a “h 


i^o. 


(6.3) 


Thus we have found the complete solution of our pro!:>lem. llie 
quantity 47 re ()5 is the dipole moment of the dipole that would produce 
the same field at external points as the polarized dielectric sphc!”e. It 
is interesting again to consider the tv/o limiting cases 6i = eo, and 
6i = C50. In the first case, we find Ei = i?o, 5=0, so that the field 
is uniform everywhere, as of course it must be if the dielectric sphei'e 
is not really present. In the second case, we find Ei = 0, 


47r6o5 “ 47red/f^i?n, 


SO that again the infinite dielectric constant gives the same fields as 
for a conductor, as discussed in Chap. Ill, Sec. 4. 

There are several remarks to be made about the solution we have 
found. In the first place, there are only very few problems in which 
w^e have the simple situation found here, that the field inside the 
dielectric object is uniform. This situation holds, in fact, on!}’' for an 
object of ellipsoidal shape. The general ellipsoid can be solved exactly, 
as well as the sphere, but by considerably more advanced methods 
than that used here. In the second place, our solution holds equally 
well for the field within an empty spherical hole in the dielectric of 
permittivity ei. As we see from the derivation, to get tins result 
w^e need only interchange eo and ci in the solution (6.3). It is interest- 
ing to consider the field Ei within the cavity. The ratio can 

be wTitten 


111 \ JL -iLZLlll ==; il 1 _ 2(61 — €o) 

Eo 261 + 60 €o ^ 26 i + €ij 


(0.4) 


Thus the field inside the cavity is greater than in the dielectric [since 
(€i — €o)/(2€i + €o) is greater than zero], but is less than ei/eo times 
the field in the dielectric. 

7, Field in Flat and Needle-shaped Cavities.— In the preceding 
section we have found the field within a spherical cavity in a dielectric. 
It is interesting also to find the field in a disk-shaped cavity w’hose 
normal points along the field, and in a needle-shaped cavity pointing 
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along the field. In the flat cavity, by symmetry, the held inside as 
well as outside the cavity will be parallel to the field at a large distance, 
so that, by the continiiit-y of the noimal component of D, the value of 
D within the cavity will be equal to that in the dielectric. That is, 
the value of E v'ithin the cavity will be ei/eo times the value of E in the 
dielectric, or will be times the value of E in the dielectric. On the 
other hand, in a needle-shaped cavity, because of the symmetry, 
the field will again be everywhere parallel, and because of the con- 
timiity of the tangential component of E, the value of E within the 
cavity will equal that in the dielectric. 

These facts are sometimes used i.o give definitions of E and D in a 
dielectric, in a form that could be made the basis of an experimental 
method of measuring them: S is the force on unit charge in a long 
needle-shaped cavity I'larallel to the field, and D is eo times the force 
on unit charge in a flat disk-shaped eavit}'’ with its normal parallel 
to the field. These definitions are analogous to thcvse introduced in a 
similar way by Imrd Kelvin for derufing the corresponding magnetic 
vectors. It is interesting to note that these t\YO cavities are the 
limiting forms of ellipsoidal cavities as they get very fiat or very 
elongated, and the solution for the field in an ellipsoidal cavitjq wKich 
w^e have mentioned in the preceding section, reduces to these two 
values in the t^vo limits. In the intermediate case of the sphere, \ve 
have seen in the preceding section that the field in the cavity is inter- 
mediate betw^een these tw’o limiting values. 

Problems 

!• A line charge of linear denvsitj^ a- is placed in a medium of dielectric constant 

=5 ei/eo parallel to and at a distance a from the plane boundary with another 
medium of dielectric constant ko ~ Find the potential in both media, and 

show that the force per unit length acting on the line charge is given by 

0 -“ — ^2 
47reiCt Ki “b fC‘> 

2. A long circular cylinder of radius a and permittivity e is placed with its axis 
perpendicular to a imitonu electric field Eo in air. Find the potential inside and 
outside, the cylinder. 

3. Find the capacity of a spherical condenser consisting of a conducting sphere 
of radius roj a dielectric of dielectric constant ki for ro <r < fi, a dielectric of 
dielectric constant for n < r < r^, and a conducting sphere of radius r^. 

4. Find the capacity per unit length of a cylindrical condenser consisting of a 
conducting cylinder of radius ro, a dielectric of dielectric constant ki for ro < r < ri, 
a dielectric of dielectric constant for ri < r < r 2 , and a conducting cylinder of 
radius rg. 
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6. Show that, when a line of force cuts through a surface separating two dielec- 
trics of dielectric constants ki and k 2 , it makes angles and 6^ with the normal to 
the surface in the two media, given by the relation /ci cot Bi — cot O 2 . 

6. A charge q is placed a distance d in front of a semi-infinite dielectric slab of 
dielectric constant kc Find the force attracting the charge to the slab. 

7. A hollow dielectric sphere is placed in a uniform external field. Find the 
field both inside and outside the sphere, and in the dielectric, in terms of the inner 
and outer radii of the spherical shell, and its dielectric constant. 



CHAPTER V 


MAGNETIC FIELDS OF CURRENTS 

In Chap. I, we stated that the force on a charge q, moving with a 
velocity v in a magnetic field, in which the magnetic induction is B, 
is g(v X B). Similarly we stated that the force on a charge q in an 
electric field E was qE. So far we have been studying the electro- 
static case. We began by stating the value found experimentally 
for the electric field E produced by a charge g. Combination of that 
statement with the law of force allowed us to get the force between 
two charges. W'e shall now begin a similai- ireainiont of magnetic 
forces. Magnetic fields can be produced, and magnetic forces experi- 
enced, by two types of bodies: by charges in motion, or electric cur- 
rents, and by magnetized bodies, such as permanent magnets. In 
some cases, the magnetization of magnetic bodies arises from the 
motion of currents within the atoms, coming from electronic motions, 
but in other cases it comes from magnetization that is an intrinsic 
part of the structure of the nuclei or electrons of which the atoms are 
composed. We could start our study from the fields either of magnets 
or of currents. We choose to start with currents, as being in a way 
more fundamental. We shall then show that a current flowing in 
a small closed path is equivalent to a magnetic dipole, and forms a 
model for the dipoles present in magnetic materials, which ive shall 
take up in the next chapter. 

The magnetic field produced by a steady current, which does not 
vary with time, is much simpler than that of a current that varies 
with time, for in the latter case we can have radiation. The problem 
of magnetic fields of steady currents is called ‘^magnetOvStatics.’^ It 
is clear that a single charge in motion cannot produce a vStatic mag- 
netic field, for by its very motion it is found at different points of 
space at different times. Thus we cannot strictly state the field 
produced by a charge in motion. Nevertheless, if the charge forms 
part of a steady current, as if there were a procession of charges, 
following one after the other in a formation independent of time, then 
there is a simple law for the field it produces. This law, elucidated 
by the work of Oersted, of Ampere, and of Biot and Savart, in the 

63 
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early days of the nineteenth century, may be made the basis of the 
treatment of magnetostatics, just as the law of Coulomb may be made 
the basis of electrostatics. 

1. The Biot-Savart Law.-— It is found experimentally that the 
magnetic induction resulting from a charge q, moAung with a velocity 
V, at a distance r away from the charge (where r is a vector pointing 
from the charge to the point where the field is being found) is 

fi.i) 

47r Irl^ 

provided that the moving charge forms part of a current distribution 
independent of time. In this expression, B is the magnetic induction 
in Webers per square meter. Since this is not. a familiar unit,, we can 
state that 1 weber/sq m equals a magnetic field of gausses, in the 
more usual units. The quantity }xq is 

pio = 47r X 10”“^ henry/ni, (1.2) 

where we shall find the physical significance of this number later. 
The charge q is in coulombs, the velucit}" in meters per second (a 
vector), and r is in meters. By virtue of the vector product in (1.1), 
we see that the lines of B (that is, lines parallel to the vector B) form 
circles in a plane normal to the velocity vector v, with centers a.t the 
intersection of that vector and the plane, and in such a sense that a 
right-hand screw advancing along v would rotate in the direction of B. 
If 0 is the angle between v and r, the inagnitudo of B is equal to 

mi _ Mog!v| sin Q 
‘ ^ 4ir jrl^ ’ 

We are often interested not in the field of a moving charge but in 
that of an element of current, as a length ds of wire carrying a current 
We can easily set up an equivalence between the quantity gv and a 
corresponding quantity for the current element. vSuppose the cross 
section of the wire ivS A, and the charge density of charge in the wire 
is p. Assume this charge is moving with an average velocity v. Then 
the charge crossing any cro>ss section per second is pvA, On the other 
hand, if the current flowing is measured in amperes, then i must 
be the charge crossing a cross section per second. Thus we have 
pvA ^ L If we multiply both sides by ds, the length of the section 
of wire, we shall have on the left pA ds v, which is the product of the 
charge density, the volume, and the velocity. That is, it is the total 
charge contained in the element of wire, times its velocity. This then 
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equals i ds. We may make this into a vector equation by letting v, 
and dSj both be vectors along the velocity of the charge, or the direc- 
tion of the wire. Thus we have 

qv = i dSj 

so that the magnetic induction resulting from a length ds of wire 
carrying a current i is 

^ g ^1.3) 

The law described by (1.1) or (1.3) is often called the '‘Biot-Savart 
iaw/^ As a result of it, and Eq. (1.1) of Chap. I, for the force acting 
on a moving chai'ge, wo can at once find the force between two ele- 
ments of current, iidsi and fads^j flowing in different conductors. 
This force is 



where we have found the force exerted by the second current element 
on the first, and where r is the \-ect()r from the second to the first. 
This la\v (1.4) is the equivalent, for current elements, of Coiilorniys 
law, Eq. (2.2) of Chap. I, expressing the law of force between static 
charges. 

The law of force (1.4) serves essentially to define the ampere, the 
unit of current. Thus we take tw^o current elements, each of unit 
length, and at unit distance ai^ari, so oriented that the factor 

[dsi X (ds 2 X r)] 

|r| = 

in (L4) equals unity. Then the currents are defined to be an ampere 
if the resulting force is 10""'^ newTons. From this it follows that 
(iQ — At X 10~^ as in (1.2), a relation that is now' soon to be the result 
of definition rather than of experiment. This on the other hand is not 
the case with €o, which wm encountered in Eq. (2.1), Chap. I, and wdiich 
we found from Couiomb^s law. The difference is that we define the 
unit of current, the ampere, from the Biot-Savart law; ’we define 
the coulomb, the unit of charge, as the charge flowing per second 
in a current of 1 amp; and therefore we are not free to choose the 
constant in Coulomb’s law'’ at will, but must determine it by experi- 
ment, with the result given in Eq. (2.1), Chap. I. These relations are 
discussed in more detail in Appendix TI. 

2. The Magnetic Field of a Linear and a Circular Current. — We 
can integrate the Biot-Savart law (1.3) to get the magnetic induction B 
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resulting from any arbitrary steady current. Naturally in practice 
we must use such an integrated value to determine the ampere, since 
the interaction between two elements of current, as considered in (1.4) 
or in the preceding paragraph, cannot be separated from the forces 
resulting from other current elements in the circuit. 

-K First we consider the field of an infinite straight wire 

/ carrying a current f. From Fig. 13 we see that 
/ ^ ii'i ^ ^ 2 ^ 'where R is the distance from the wire to 

^ / the point where w^e are finding the field, and that 

sin 6 = R/^/R‘^ + s-. Thus w’c have 


B^^iR 


ds 


Fig. 13 .— 
Magnetic field 


The direction of B is, of course, in circles surrounding 
the wire. 

Next we consider the field of a circular wire carry- 


from an infinite current, at points along the axis of the wire. The 

straight ynvQ, contribution to the field produced by an element 
ds of the wire, at a point whose distance from tlie plane is .r, will be 
(Mo/ 47 r)f ds/(x^ + ^), as we see in Fig. 14. This field points at an angh' 

to the perpendicular to the plane, how^ever, and only the component 
along that direction contrib utes to t he resultant field. Thus \ve must 
multiply by the factor R/\^x^ + R^ to get 
the resultant field, w’ hich is, after we replace 
the element ds by the circumference 2xi2, \ 


P _ Mo . 27rR'‘^ __ Mo . \ 

4^ * ~ 2 ^ J, \ ^ 

(2.2) Y 

We can use the solution (2.2) to find the \ 

field in the center of a circular current; it is 
^(ii/2R. This solution is sometimes used 
to provide an experimental determination 

of the ampere, following the procedure Fto. u.—Magnetio field from 
discussed at the end of the preceding sec- cirnuiar current, 

tion. It is quite a complicated problem to find the field off the axis in 
the case of a circular wire. 


L — Magiieiici field from 
cireular current. 


The solution (2.2) can be used to find the field along the axis of an 
infinite solenoid, cari-ying n turns of wire per unit lengtli. To find 
this we need merely multiply (2.2) by n dx, and integrate over x, 
taking account of the turns of the solenoid located at all distances x 
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from a given point on the axis, 'fhus we have 

Rr 

da: = Mom. (2.3) 

We shall shortly prove that this field is found everywhere inside the 

infinite soienoidy not merely along the axis. 

3. The Divergence of B, and the Scalar Potential. — In our study 
of electrostatics, we first found simple methods of obtaining the 
field by integrating the contributions resulting from all point 
charges according to Coiilomb^s law. We soon found, however, that 
this was a method of restricted usefulness. The really powerful 
tools of electrostatics come only when we apply general analytical 
methods, introducing the potential, Gausses theorem, Poisson's equa- 
tion, and similar relations. Here too we shall introduce general 
analytical methods. As a first step, we investigate the divergence and 
the curl of B. We shall first shoAv that div B is always zero; then we 
shall show that curl B = 0 in important cases, in which we can there- 
fore introduce a potential, but that this is not true in general, so that 
we have to adopt other ways of writing B in terms of a potential, lead- 
ing to the concept of a vector potential. 

We first consider the divergence of B. Th^ lines of B form closed 
circles around the axis of a current element, and since the divergence 
of a vector signifies the starting or stopping of the vector, we should 
expect that div B = 0. We can prove this, directly from (1.1) or 
(1.3), and if the theorem holds for the field of an element of current, it 
must hold for the sum or integral of such fields, or for the field of a 
complete circuit. We can prove our result by use of the vector 
relation div (a X b) = b • curl a — a • curl b, Avhere a and b are any 
vectors. ^Ye let a = v, b = r/lrj^ in (1.1). Since v, or a, is a 
constant, the first term Avill be zero. Then we have 

divB=g?(-v.curli). (3.1) 

But the vector x/\t\^ is simply a vector in the direction of r, of magni- 
tude 1/r^; that is, it is just like the field of a point charge in. electro- 
statics, whose curl has been proved to be zero in earlier chapters. 
Thus, from (3.1), we have 



div B = 0. (3.2) 

Equation (3.2) is one of the fundamental equations of electromagnetic 
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du 


thcoiy, one of MaxweiPs equations, whicli we shall not have to alter 
in our later development. 

Next we consider the curl of B, If current flows steadily in a 
closed loop of wire, we can show that the curl of the resulting mag- 
netic induction is aero everywhere outside the wire, and hence that 
Ave can inti'oduee a potential to describe the problem. We shall prove 
this theorem by setting up a simple and general expression for the 
potential. As a first step, w(^ consider the solid angle 0 intercepted 

l)y the loop of wire, at the point P 
whore we are finding the ma gnetic 
induction B, If we make a dis- 
placement du of P, as shown in 
Fig. 15, the solid angle will change 
by an amount cZO. This is the 
same as the change (IQ> produced 
by a displacement —dn of the 
loop. If we make the latter dis- 
placement, the change of solid 
angle will be the sum of all the 
elementary changes of solid angle 
intercepted by the small parallelo- 
grams bounded by the vectors du, 
ds, as shown in the figure. The 
projection of one of these paral- 
lelograms on the normal to the 
vector T is — (du X ds) • r/lr], so that the corresponding increment of 
solid angle is — (du X ds) • r/jrl^ ~ — du • (ds X T)/\r[\ 

Thus the whole change of solid angle, integrating around the cur- 
rent loop, is 

/* 

X r 



Fig. 15. — Scalar potential of loop of wire 
carrying current. 






But at the same time the change di1 must be grad 0 • du. Tluis we 
have 

- grad 

Comparing with (1.3), we see that wc have 


B = “ 4^; gi’ad (3.3) 

In other words, the function (iUo/4x)ffi forms a potential, whose 
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negative gradient gives the magnetic induction B. This is generally 
called a scalar potential/^ since it is a scalar quantity, to distinguish 
it from the vector potential, which we shall soon introduce. It is 
clear that, in cases in which B can be derived from a scalar potential, 
we must have curl B = 0, since the curl of any gradient is zero. 

4* The Magnetic Dipole.— Suppose we have a current i flowing in a 
positive direction around a very small loop of area A, the normal 
to the loop being n. If 6 is the angle between n and the vector from 
the loop to a point F, the solid angle subtended by A at P will be 
A cos 0/r-, so that the scalar po- 
tential will be 

jioiA cos d 
~ 4 ^' 

This expression depends on posi- 
tion just like the potential (5.1) of 
Chap, III for an electric dipole. Thus a small loop canyirig a current 
has a magnetic induction B, whose lines of force are like those of an 
electric dipole. We call such a small loop a “magnetic dipole,” and 
define the product iA as the dipole moment. (Some \Yriters define 
the dipole moment as ixoiA instead, with corresponding change in 
subsequent formulas involving dipole moments.) If this moment is 
called '?a, we have 

Potential of magnetic dipole = (-IT) 

In terms of this formulation, there is an interesting w’'ay in which 
we can regard the magnetic ficicl of a current loop as coming from a 
distribution of magnetic dipoles over a surface spanning the loop. 
In Fig. 16, we may divide the surface into many small loops, letting 
a current i flow in each of them, in a positive direction. These cur- 
rents will cancel each other on all the interior boundaries of the 
loops, but not over the outer boundary. Thus the sum of the cur- 
rents of all the small loops will give just the current originally present 
in the large loop, so that the magnetic field of the small loops must 
equal that of the large loop. Each of the small loops, of area A, 
however, produces a field like a dipole of moment iA, In other 
words, a distribution of dipoles over the surface, or a double layer, 
whose dipole moment per unit area is distributed over any surface 
spanning the current loop, will have the same magnetic induction at 
all points that the current loop itself has. 

5. Ampere’s Law. — Although B is derivable from a potential func- 
tion, we must not assume without further study that the line integral 
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of B about a closed contour is always zero, which we should be inclined 
to deduce b.y analogy with Sec. 3, Chap, I. Lei us compute the line 
integral of the tangential component of B about a curve as shown in 
Fig. 17, enclosing the current. Using (3.3), we have 

If we make a small excursion, and return to our starting point, 9. 
comes back to its initial value, j d9 is zero, and the line integral 

JB • ds is zero. If, however, as 
in Fig. 17, our path encloses the 
Path of current, the situation is quite 
itegration different. If we start integrating 
when we are in the plane of the 
loop, 9 will be 27r, corresponding to 
a hemisphere. As w'e traverse the 
path in the direction shown, 9 will 
decrease from this value to zero, become negative, and when we 
return to our original point it will be —2t. This is on the assumption 
that solid angles are positive when the point P is above a plane in 
which the current is circulating in a positive direction, as in Fig. 15. 
The net change in 9 is then — 47r, so that jB • ds = In other 
words, when we integrate the tangential component of B about a 
contour enclosing the current f, the integral is jitof; whereas when we 
integrate about a contour enclosing no current, the integral is zero. 
The statement of these facts is Ampere’s law: the line integral of B 
about a closed contour, in a region containing steady currents, equals 
juo times the total current flowing through the contour of integration. 
This general case obviously follows from the derivation we have given, 
if we regard the whole current flow as being made up of many loops, 
some of which thread through our contour of integration, some of 
which do not. 

Ampere’s law can often be used, as Gauss’s theorem was used in 
electrostatics, to get the answers to simple problems in the magnetic 
fields of currents. For instance, we may solve for the field of a linear 
current, taken up in Sec. 2. If wc apply the theorem to a circular 
contour surrounding the current, B is parallel to ds by symmetry, and 
is constant around a circular contour. Thus B(27rR) == 



in 


Fig. 


-Path of integration 
current ioop. 
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as found by direct integration in (2.1). Similarly we can use the 
theorem to find the field inside a solenoid. Setting up a contour as 
shown in Fig. 18, we may assume that the field points along the axis 
by symmetry, and that it is zero outside the solenoid Then, if the 
length of the contour is unity, the line integral JB * ds is simply the 
value of B inside the solenoid. The current enclosed by the contour 
is nif if there are n turns in unit length, each carrying current i. 
Thus we have B = fionij as in (2.3). Our present answei' 
is more general, however, for it holds for any point with- 
in the solenoid, not merely for points on the axis. 

Ampere^s law, which may be stated in the integral 
form as 

JB • ds == MoS?:, (5.1) 

I'lU. IS. — 

where indicates the total current threading through Amperc’.siaw 

the contour, may be written in a differential form by 

using Stokeses theorem. This theorem of vector analysis states that 

JA • ds == J curl A • n da, 

where A is any vector function of position. That is, the line integral 
of the tangential component of A about a closed contour ecpials the 
surface integral of the normal component of curl A over any surface 
spanning the contour. Using this theorem, we can transform the 
left side of (5.1). To transform the right side, we introduce the 
current-density vector J. This represents the number of amperes per 
square meter flowing in a continuous conductor. The current flowing 
across a surface element da is then J • n da, so that the total current 
flowing through the contour is / J • n da integrated over a surface 
spanning the contour. Thus we have as a result of (5.1) 

/ curl B • n da = /loJJ • n da. 

This result must hold for any contour and any surface spanning it; 
thus the integrands must be equal, and since the integrands are equal 
for any direction of the vector n, the vectors themselves iniist be 
equal, or 

curl B = fxo], (5.2) 

This is the differential formulation of Ampere’s law. 

We see from (5.2) that, in a region containing no current flow, 
curl B = 0, but this does not hold within a conductor. In empty 
space where curl B = 0, we can introduce a potential, as w'c have done 
in (3.3), but this cannot be done inside a conductor carrying a current. 
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The poientia.1 we introduced in Sec. 3 for a single loop of cunent was 
multiple-valued; that is, as we integrated B around a eontour enclosing 
the current the potential increased by /xof. so thai. if we integrated n 
times around the contour we should increase the potential by In 

other words, for any single value of the potential, all values obtained by 
adding or subtracting integral multiples of go? are ec|ually legitimate. 
If now we have many current loops in our space, we can change the 
potential by integral multiples of go times any one of the currents, by 
traversing suitable contours. With enough ciirrent loops, this means 
that we can obtain almost any value of the potential we desire, at a 
given point of space; and if the cui’rent is distributed over the volume, 
so that we can enclose any amount by traversing a suitable eontour 
within the volume, we can obtain any value of potential wliatever 
at a given point of space. In this ease the usefulness of the idi'a of 
potential breaks down completely. The integral of B is not independ- 
ent of path, and there is no unique way of dcfijiiing a S{?alar potentiai. 

6. The Vector Potential. — It is (iear from our discussion of the 
preceding section that a scalar potential is not useful for discussing 
a magnetic field, except in the spcuaal case where thc^ current flows 
in a single loop. IMatheinatically, we have seen in (6.2) that curl B 
is not in general zero, so that the conditions for introducing a potential 
do not exist. There is, however, another quite different way of setting 
up a potential function, which is much more general, and ecpially 
useful. This is to set up what Is called a ‘"vector potential.''’ The 
fundamental characteristic of a potential is that it is a function that 
we differentiate to get the vector field we are interested in. The reason 
why the potential is a useful device in electrostatics is that it is easy 
to compute it from the charge distribution, by the solution of Poisson^s 
equation given in Eq. (3,5) of Chap. L 

The vector-potential solution for the magnetic field of currents has 
the same useful features. The existence of a vector potential is 
based on Eq, (3,2), div B = 0, satisfied by the magnetic induction. 
By a well-known theorem of vector analysis, div curl A = 0, where A 
is any arbitrary vector; that is, the divergence of any curl is zero. It 
seems reasonable to assume from this that we can write 

B- curl A, (G.i) 

where A is a vector function of position, which is the vector potential 
we have spoken of. By making the assumption (6.1), (3.2) is auto- 
matically satisfied, and we must choose A so as to satisfy (5.2) as 
well. This gives us 


curl curl A — juqJ. 
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By a theorem of vect(jr analysis, eiirl curl A = grad div A — V“A, 
where A is an arbitrary A'oetor. We shall now assume that 

div A = 0. (6.2) 

We ar(^ allowed to make this assumption; it turns €>ut to be the case 
that, to determine a vector funetimi luikjuely, we must specify both 
its divergence and its curl at ail points of space, and (6.1) leaves the 
divergence undetermined. Making the assumption (6.2), we then 
have 

V“A = -pioj, (6.3) 

That is, A satisfies Poisson^s equation, as ip was shown to in Eq. (3.4), 
Chap. IT. Solving by Eq. (4.3), Chap. II, for an unbounded region, 
we have the general solution 

( 6 . 4 ) 

A solution similar to Eq, (G.l) of Chap. IIJ, for a bounded region, 
can be set up avS well. In (6.4) we have a general solution for the 
vector potential, and lienee for the magnetic induction, of any known 
distribution of currents. 

We may show from (6.4) that we ai’e in fact led to the same solu- 
tion from the Biot-Savart law which we have already discussed, just 
as the general solution of Poisson’s equation led in the electrostatic 
case to the same result as an elementary discussion of Coulomb’s law. 
In the first place, suppose the current density J is flowing in a length 
ds of a conductor of area a. Then Ja = ?, the current flowing in the 
conductor, and J dv = Ja ds = i ds. Thus the vector potential aris- 
ing from a current element i ds, wdiero w'c regard ds as a vector, is 

Tf * /If) ^ ds g.. 

dA = 1 (6.5) 

a vector in the direction of the current element. To find the value 
of B arising from this vector potential, take its curl Noting 
that ds is a constant vector, r a scalar function of position, we need 
to use the formula curl (/F) = / curl F + grad / X F, where / is a 
scalar, F a vector function. In our case F is constant, so that we have 

dB = gigrad0)x ds. 


But grad (1/r) = —l/r^ grad r, and grad r = v/\t\. 


d& 


lia . ds X r 
4t ^ |rP ’ 


Thus finally 



64 


ELECTROMAGNETISM 


[Chap. T 


ill agreGiBont with (L3). have, then, given a proof of the Biot- 
Savart law from Eqs. (3.2) and (5.2), and have illustrated our method 
of handling the vector potential, but have not arrived at a new way 
of solving the magnetic problem, The solution for a bounded 
region, similar to Eq. (6.1) of Chap. Ill, would be new, but it is not of 
enough practical importance for us to work it out. Although the 
vector potential has given us no new information in this case, we shall 
find that in problems involving time variation of charge and cui’rent 
we can still use it, and it then proves a very valuable method of solving 
for the magnetic induction. 

Problems 

1* A steady current flows in a circular loop of wire, of radius It Find the 
vector potoiitiai of the resulting magnetic induction, at large distances comparf^i 
with by adding the conlributions to the vector potential due to the s{‘parate 
elements of current. 

2. Compute the field, from the potential of the preceding problem, and show 
that it is approximately that resulting from a single dipole. Find the strength of 
the dipole, in terms of current and radius i2, and cheek the value derived in tin' text 
using the scalar potential. 

3. Two parallel straight wires carry equal currents. Work out the magnetic 
induction due to the two together, in the two cases where tlio currents flow in tlie 
same or in opposite directions, drawing diagrams of the Hues of force. 

4. Find the magnetic induction at points inside a wire carrying a current, 
assuming that the wire is straight and of circular cross section and that the current 
has constant density throughout the wire. 

6, Set up the equation for the vector potential in empty space, in cylindrical 
coordinates, finding components of A along r, d, and z, (II ini: Set up the equations 
curl curl A — 0, div A = 0, using derivatives of the latter, to help simplify the 
terms.) 

6. Use the result of Prob. 5 to find the vector potential of an infinitely long wire 
co.rrying a constant current i. From this vector potential find the value of B. 

7. As in Prob. 5, set up the equation for the vector potential in spherical polar 
coordinates. Use this result to find the vector potential of a magnetic dipole, 
comparing with the result of Prob. 1. 

8. Two long parallel conductors of circular cross section, each of radius h, are 
separated by a distance 2a between their axes of rotation. If they carry equal and 
opposite steady currents find expressions for the vector potential at all point.s of a 
plane (the xy plane) perpendicular to the direction of the currents. From this 
obtain tlie magnetic field at interior points of either conductor and set up the 
integral for the force per unit length with which they repel each other. (Use as an 
origin the point inidwa.y between the wires in the xy plane.) Carry the integration 
as far as you can, 

9. Show that, for any current distribution parallel to a fixed line (the z axis), 
the magnetic induction may be obtained from a vector potential that has only a 
z component. From this prove that the lines of magnetic force are given by the 
equation A(qi,gA - constant, where A is the ^ component of the vector potential, 
and <7a are orthogonal coordinates in a plane normal to the z axis. Apply this 
to the results of Prob. 8, and construct a field plot for this case. 
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Just as a dielectric contains electric dipoles that contribute to 
the field, so there are magnetic media that contain magnetic dipoles. 
These media are of three sorts: diamagnetic, paramagnetic!, and ferro- 
magnetic, A diamagnetic medium contain>s no permanent dipoles, 
but only dipoles that are induced by an external field. The atoms 
of a substance contain electrons that are free in a sense to move about 
inside the atom, somewhat like the charge in a perfect conductor. 
We have used this property of the electrons in describing the electric 
polarization of the atom in an electric field. Similarly in a region 
where the magnetic induction changes with time, currents are induced 
in the atom, following the general law of electromagnetic induction 
which we shall take up in the next chapter. These currents circulate 
about the direction of the magnetic induction, and thus produce 
magnetic moments, which prove to be in such a direction that they 
oppose the field alreadj^ present. A medium that possesscvs only this 
dipole moment opposite to B is called a ^bliamagnetic medium.” 

Some media contain permanent dipoles. In an unmagnotized 
body, the dipoles are oriented at random, Just as permanent electric 
dipoles are oriented at random in the absence of an external field, 
but under the action of an external field the dipoles are oriented, result- 
ing in a dipole moment which, as in the corresponding electric case 
that we discussed in Chap. IV, is proportional to the external field, 
and inversely proportional to the absolute temperature. This effect 
is called ‘‘paramagnetism.^' When it exists, it is usually great enough 
to mask the diamagnetism which is always present, and which has the 
opposite sign. The permanent magnetic moments responsible for 
paramagnetism arise in two ways. In the first place, tlio theory of 
atomic structure shows that in many cases there is a permanent circu- 
lating current of electrons in the atoms, resulting in a magnetic dipole, 
as shown in Chap. V. Such circulating currents were first postulated 
by Ampere, and are often called “ Amperiaii currents,'’ but the explana- 
tion of their magnitude and nature was first given by the quantum 
theory. The diamagnetic atoms are those in which some electrons 
are circulating in one direction, some in the other, in such a way that 
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their dipole moments cancel. Secondly, the (luantum theory shows 
that an indiridual electron posscssc-s a magnetic moment, whu-h is 
just as characteristic a property as its electric charge. In certain 
ways this moment can be ascribed to a rotation of the charge about a n 
axis, like the rotation of the earth about its axis, resulting thus in a 
circulating current; but this simple picture of it cannot be entirely 
justified. In any case, any atom that has unbalanced moments of the 
spinning electrons will bo paramagnetic; but many atoms that coni.ain 
even numbers of electrons can have equal numbers of elect, rons oriented 
in opposite directions, so that the net magnetic moment is zero, and 
the atoms are diamagnetic, both orbital and spin magnetic moments 
canceling. 

The final type of medium, the ferromagnefic mcalium, is really 
an extreme case of paramaguelism. If the permanent dijioh^s, gen- 
erally those resulting from electron spin, are very close together 
in the medium, there proves to be an effect, explainable only on the 
quantum thcor\’-, and called “exchange,” which result, s in a strong 
tendency for the spins of adjacent atoms or moleeules to lin<' up 
parallel to each other, even in the absence of an cxtcnial field. Such a 
parallel orientation can extend, in an unmaguotizod body, over volumes 
of a considerable scale on an atomic order of magnitude, though a 
small volume by ordinary standards. Such a volume is called a 
“domain,” and an ordinary unmagnetized ferromagnetic body con- 
sists of many domains, each with a strong permanent moment, but 
oriented in different directions. In the presence of an external mag- 
netic field, the domains change the orientation of their permanent 
moments, lining them up with the external field, until finally with a 
very large external field the moment reaches a limit when all moments 
are parallel. This limit is called the “saturation moment.” Revers- 
ing the field reverses the moments, but there is an effect similar to 
friction, hindering this reorientation, so that, by the time the external 
field is reduced to zero, there can still be a considerable moment. 
This is the origin of permanent magnetism. If the external field is 
reversed alternately between one direction and then the other, the 
moment lags behind the field, resulting in the phenomenon of hysteresis. 

These properties of ferromagnetic bodies are very complicated, 
when one tries to investigate them in detail, in contrast to the diamag- 
netic and paramagnetic bodies, in which the moment is proportional 
to the field. The ferromagnetic effect decreases with temperature, the 
individual domains losing their moments at a critical temperature 
called the “Curie temperature.” Above that temperature the body 
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becomes paramagnetic, but the moment, instead of being proportional 
to 1/r, where T is the absolute temperature, is proportional to 
1/{T — 0), where B is the Curie temperature. The physical explana- 
tion of this decrease of ferromagnetism as the temperature increases 
is that the tendency toward orientation of the magnetic moments t\^hich 
lines them up at low temperatures is opposed by thermal agitation at 
high temperatures. 

1, The Magnetization Vector, — In Sec. 4, Chap. V, we defined the 
dipole moment of a magnetic dipole: if a current i circulates in a loop 
of area /i, the moment is iA. In a magnetic medium, -we shall have 
dipoles distributed through tlie volume of the material, and we shall 
define the magnetization vector M as the vector sum of the dipole 
moments in unit volume. In a diamagnetic or paramagnetic medium, 
M will be proportional to Bj the consi-ant of proportionality being 
negative for diamagiietisni, positive for i^aramagneiism; in a ferro- 
magnetic medium, the relationship between M and B will be much 
more complicated. 

We now observe that the existence of a magnetization vector 
within a medium implies the existence of currents. Suppose as in 
Fig. 19 that we have a small rectangular 
volume, with magnetization along one of 
the axes. If there is uniform magneti- 
zation within the volume, we may replace 
the magnetic effect of the volume by a 
current circulating about its faces, as 
shown. If the area normal to the mag- 
netization is Aj the height /i, then the 
total dipole moment is MAh. This 
would be produced by a current Mh cir- i9--Magnetmtion surface 

dilating about an area A. In other 

•words, W'G must assume a surface current at the surface of the mag- 
netized volume, numerically equal to the magnetization. We may 
indicate the direction as well as the magnitude of this surface current 
density by the vector equation 

Surface current = M X n, (1.1) 

where n is the outer normal. This is the surface current that appears 
at a surface of discontinuity bet^veen a region with magnetization M, 
and an unmagnetized region. 

It is clear that, more generally, there will be a surface current 
(M' — M") X n at a surface of discontinuity between a region 
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where the magnetization is M', and one where it is M' , n being the 
normal pointing from the region W to that where the magnetization 
is Passing to the limit, there will be a current flowing throughout 
a volume, when the magnetization varies continuously from point to 
point within a medium. Let us find the resulting current density. 
In Fig. 20, we show two adjacent volumes, the upper one being 
displaced a distance dy along the y axis from the lower one. Let 



Pig. 20. — Volume magnetiaatioa cur- 
rent. 

vith x; by a ^similar argument 
Thus combining terms we have 


the magnetic moments, in the x 
direction, be M'^ = M^iy + dy), 
M' — Mx(y), respectively. Then, 
considering the contour drawn, the 
current flowing in it can be written 
as Ji dx dy, where J' is the current 
density. Th^^s by the result above 
we have 

\Mx(y + dy) 

— Mx{y)] dx ~ —Jg dx dy. 

Passing to the limit as dx, dy become 
small, this becomes 



We should also have a component of 
J' in the z direction if My varied 
'0 should find a contribution dMy/dx. 


jf _ dMy __ dMx 

^ dx By 

But this is merely the z component of the vector equation 

y =: curl M, (1.2) 

vhich is the general relation giving the volume density resulting 
rom a variation of M from point to point, a relation of which ( 1 . 1 ) 
s the limiting form at a surface of discontinuity between a magnetized 
ind an unmagnetized region. 

2 . The Magnetic Field,— The current density J' which we have 
mtten in ( 1 . 2 ) is a current density that is necessarily present when- 
wer we have a magnetized medium. In our introductory remarks 
ve have seen its interpretation, in terms of the flow of electrons within 
itoms, and of electron spins. It is quite different from the current 
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density J met for instance in Chap. V, Sec. 5, which was a current 
density resulting from the ordinary flow of current in conductors. 
The situation is similar to that which we met in Chap. IV, Sec. V 
where w^e found two types of charge: what we called the ^‘'real charge/' 
the charge we placed on the plates of condensers and other conductors, 
and the polarized charge,” Avhich automatically appeared in dielec- 
trics. There we denoted the polarized charge by a prime, and here 
similarly we are denoting the current density J' resulting from magnetic 
polarization by a prime. We may, if we choose, refer to J as the real 
current (that w’'hich flows in ordinary conductors), and to J' as the 
polarized current, or the magnetization current. 

It now follows from our whole train of argument that the magne- 
tization current is just as effective in producing a magnetic induction 
as a real current. In other words, in Ampere's law, Eq. (5.2) of 
Chap. V, we must replace J, the current density, by J + J', the sum of 
real and polarized current density. Hence we may rewrite that law 

curl B - Mo(J + JO - Mo(J + curl M), 
from which we deduce at once the relation 



The quantity B/iUo — M which appears in (2.1) is a sufficiently 
important quantity so that we give it a name and a symbol: we shall 
call it the magnetic field,” or magnetic intensity,” and denote ifc 
by H. The process of introducing it is essentially similar to that 
used in Chap. IV, Sec, 1 , in introducing the electric displacement D, 
We may rewrite the definition of H in the form 


B = mo(H + M). 

(2.2) 

In terms of it, we then have 


curl H = J 

(2.3) 

as the equivalent of (2.1). 



In the diamagnetic or paramagnetic medium, we have already 
stated that M is proportional to B. Thus both these vectors are also 
proportional to H, and we may write 


B - (2.4) 

where the dimensionless quantity Hm is generally referred to as the 
^^permeability.” The ratio of magnetization to magnetic intensity 
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is generally called the “magnetic susceptibility^^: 

M — XwH, = 1 + Xw. (^-5) 

These equations arc closely analogous to Eqs. (2.3) of Chap. I\ , 
though Mo does not appear in the same way in which did in the 
earlier case. Unlike the case of dielectrics, %?» can be negative (for 
diamagnetic media) as Avell as positive (for paramagnetic media). 
The magnitud(?s are also iiniic different: for diamagnetic and para- 
magnetic media, differs by very small amounts from unity, and 
Xm is very small compared with unity, whereas the dielectric constant 
Ke can be ejuiio large compared with unity. For ferromagnetic media, 
where M is not pr(jportional to B or H, we can define a permeability 
by (2.4), but it will be a function of H, rather than a constant. It is 
more convenient for such media simply to give experimental curves 
for B as a function of H, as is done in the conventional hysteresis 
ciirveSj which we vshall mention in a later vsection. 

The magnetization vector mcasurG>s the density of magnetic 
dipoles per unit volume, ju^f fho polarization P measures the 
density of electric dipoles. In Chap. IV, we found that P was associ- 
ated with a volume and surface-charge density: by Eq. (1.2) of that 
chapter we found that the volume density p' was given by div P — — p', 
and in Sec. 3 of that chapter we found that at a surface of a dielectric 
a surface-charge density appeared, equal numerically to the component 
of P along the outer normal. In an analogous way we may define 
a volume density of magnetic poles, equal to -- div M, and a surface 
density equal to the component of M along the outer normal to a 
magnetized body. Remembering that div B = 0, we see that 
div H — — div M* Thus lines of H will diverge outward from regions 
where the density of poles is positive, or from north poles, and will 
converge to regions of negative density, or south poles. Lines of 
B, on the other hand, are continuous, on account of the equation 
div B = 0. We shall shortly see an example of this beliavior of 
magnetic lines, in the case of the magnetized sphere. It should be 
understood that, although we have an analogy between electric charge 
and magnetic pole strength, this analogy is far from complete, since 
electric charges can be separated from each other, whereas magnetic 
poles can exist only in dipoles, or in x'>olarize<l bodies. 

3. Magnetostatic Problems Involving Magnetic Media. — We have 
found two fundamental equations dealing with the magnetic field, 

div B = 0, curl H == J, (3,1) 

where the first is Eq. (3.2) of Chap. V, and the second (2.3). These, 
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taken together with ( 2 . 4)5 I'he corresponding relation for ferro- 
magnetic media given by the hysteresis curve, give enough information 
so that we can solve magnetostatic problems involving magnetic 
media as well as currents. Problems in diamagnetism and para- 
magnetism can be solved as easily as those involving dielectrics, and 
by essentially the same methods. We generally have a number of 
media, each of uniform permeability, with surfaces of separation 
between. Generally also we do not have any currents J flowing in 
the magnetic media. Thus inside these media we have div B = 0, 
from which, since B == /xH, and /x is constant, we have div H == 0; 
furthermore curl H = 0 ; H can then be derived from a scalar poten- 
tial, which satisfies Laplace^s equation because of div H == 0. Thus 
the fields inside the various media can be found b}^ familiar methods, 
and \ve have only to satisfy boundary conditions at the surfaces of 
discontinuity, and to ensure that our fields behave properly at the 
currents J. The boundary conditions, by methods already used, are 

From div B = 0 : normal component of B continuous 

From curl H = J : tangential component of H continuous at 
a surface carrying no current; if there is 
a suidace current, surface-ciUTent density 
= (discontinuity in H) X n. (3.2) 

As a simple example, let us consider the problem of a solenoid 
filled Avith a diamagnetic or paramagnetic material. As in Chap. V, 
Sec. 5, Ave have a solenoid Avith n turns per unit length, each carrying 
a current 1 The solenoid is filled Aviih a material of permeability 
The surface-current density is ni] thus the discontinuity in 
tangential component of H between tlie inside and outside of the 
solenoid is nL Since H is >:;cro outside, AA^e see that inside H = and 
B = iinL In other Avords, the Auilue of H Avithin an infinite solenoid 
is the same, independent of the medium Avithin it, so long as there 
are the same number of ampere-turns in the winding, but the value 
of B is proportional to the permeability of the medium. This problem 
is one that shows us the proper units to use for measuring H : since 
H = m, AA"e measure magnetic intensity in ampere-turns per meter. 
A problem similar to the solenoid, and conveniently realizable experi- 
mentally, is the toroid, a ring-shaped piece of magnetic material, 
Avound round and round Avitli Avindings, so that the magnetic lines 
circulate AAuthin the ring. Simple application of Ampere^s laAY shows 
that, just as in the solenoid, the value of H is equal to the number of 
ampere-turns per meter in the Avinding, provided that the cross section 
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is generally called the '^magnetic susceptibility 

M = x.nH, /c^ = 1 + xn.. (2.5) 

These equations are closely analogous to Eqs. (2.3) of Chap. IV, 
though Mo does not appear in the same way in which €o did in the 
earlier case. Unlike the ease of dielectrics, Xm can be negative (for 
diamagnetic media) as well as positive (for paramagnetic media). 
The magnitudes are also (piite differ*ent: for diamagnetic and para- 
magnetic media, Km differs by very small mnounts from unity, and 
Xm is very small compared with unit.y, whereas the dielectric constant 
Kr can be quite large compared with unity. For ferromagnetic media, 
where M is not proportional to B or H, we can define a permeability 
by (2.4), but it will be a function of H, rather than a constant. It is 
more convenient for such merlia simply to give experimental curves 
for B as a function of H, as is done in the conventional hysteresis 
curves, which we shall mention in u later section. 

The magnetization vector measures the density of magnetic 
dipoles per unit volume, just as the polarization P measures the 
density of electric dipoles. In Chap. IV, we found that P was associ- 
ated with a volume and surface-charge density: by Eq. (1.2) of that 
chapter we found that the volume density p' was given by div P ~ — p', 
and in See. 3 of that chapter we found that at a surface of a dielectric 
a surface-charge density appeared, equal numerically to the component 
of P along the outer normal. In an analogous way we may define 
a volume density of magnetic poles, equal to div M, and a surface 
density equal to the component of M along the outer normal to a 
magnetized body. Remembering that div B = 0, we see that 
div H = — div M. Thus lines of H will diverge outward from regions 
where the density of poles is positive, or from north poles, and will 
converge to regions of negative density, or south poles. Lines of 

on the other hand, are continuous, on account of the equation 
div B = 0. We shall shortl}'* see an example of this behavior of 
magnetic lines, in the case of the magnetized sphere. It should be 
understood that, although we have an analogy between electric charge 
and magnetic pole strength, this analogy is far from complete, since 
electric charges can be separated from each other, wdiereas magnetic 
poles can exist only in dipoles, or in polarized bodies. 

3. Magnetostatic Problems Involving Magnetic Media. — We have 
found two fundamental equations dealing with the magnetic field, 

div B =: 0, curl H = J, (3.1) 

where the first is Eq. (3.2) of Chap. V, and the second (2,3). These, 
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taken together Avith (2.4), or the corresponding relation for ferro^ 
magnetic media given by the hysteresis curA^e, give enough information 
so that 'we can solve magnetostatic problems involving magnetic 
media as well as currents. Problems in diamagnetism and para- 
magnetism can be solved as easil}^ as those involving dielectrics, and 
by essentially the same methods. We generally have a number of 
media, each of uniform permeability, Avith surfaces of separation 
betAveen. Generally also Ave do not have any currents J flowing in 
the magnetic media. Thus inside these media we have div B = 0, 
from which, since B = and ju is constant, Ave have div H == 0; 
furthermore curl H = 0 ; H can then be derived from a scalar poten- 
tial, Avhich satisfies Laplace^s equation because of div H = 0. Thus 
the fields inside the various media can be found by familiar methods, 
and Avc have onby to satisfy boundaiy conditions at the surfaces of 
discontinuity, and to ensure that our fields behaA^e properly at the 
currents J. The boundaiy conditions, by methods already used, are 

From div B = 0: normal component of B continuous 

From curl H = J : tangential component of H continuous at 
a surface carrying no current; if there is 
a surface current, surface-current densitA" 

= (discontinuity in H) X n. (3.2) 

As a simple example, let us consider the problem of a solenoid 
filled with a diamagnetic or paramagnetic material. As in Chap. V, 
Sec. 5, we have a solenoid Avith n turns per unit length, each carrying 
a current f. The solenoid is filled Avith a material of permeability 
icrn. The surfacc-cuiTeni densit}'* is 7ii; thus the discontinuity in 
tangential component of H between the inside and outside of the 
solenoid is ni. Since H is zero outside, Ave see that inside H = ni, and 
B = fini. In other Avords, the value of H Avithin an infinite solenoid 
is the same, independent of the medium Avithin it, so long as there 
are the same number of ampere-turns in the Avinding, but the value 
of B is proportional to the permeability of the medium. This problem 
is one that shows us the proper Ainits to use for measuring H : since 
H = nij vre measure magnetic intensity in ampei'e-turns per meter. 
A problem similar to the solenoid, and conveniently realizable experi- 
mentally, is the toroid, a ring-shaped piece of magnetic material, 
Avound round and round Avith windings, so that the magnetic lines 
circulate Avithin the ring. Simple application of Ampere’s laAV shows 
that, Just as in the solenoid, the A’^alue of H is equal to the number of 
ampere-turns per meter in the Avinding, proAuded that the cross section 
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is small compared with the length of the toi'oid, and the value of B 
is M times as great. 

Another simple problem is the held produced by any distribution 
of currents in an infinite space filled with a medium of permeability 
Km. Because of the equation curl H = J, the magnetic intensity H 
produced by the currents will be independent of /Cm. Thus B will be 
Km times as great as in the corresponding problem in empty space. 
Since the force on another current element is proportional to B, v'e 
see that the force between two current elements immersed in a medium 
of permeability Km is Km times as great as if the same current elements 
were in empty space. We may take account of this, in Eq. (1.4), 
Chap. V, for the force between two current elements, hy replacing the 
quantity /io which appears in that expression by /z. We must remem- 
ber, however, just as in the corresponding case of dielectrics, thatr the 
genera] case of a number of different magnetic media with surfaces of 
separation between them is a complicated problem, and that it is by 
no means true that the value of B at any point is merely Km times as 
great as it would be if no magnetic media were present. 

4. Uniformly Magnetized Sphere in an External Field. — Just as in 
the corresponding dielectric problem taken up in Sec. 6, Chap. IV, 
the problem of a uniformly magnetized sphere in an external field is 
one that can be solved exactly, and that is of considerable physical 
importance. Let us first consider a sphere of I’adius R with a uniform 
magnetization M along the axis of spherical coordinates, without an 
external field (such as we might have from a permanent magnet). 
We can later superpose a constant external field. We can easily find 
that the field of this sphere is as follows: 


Inside the sphere, H = — 5 ”, 

o 

Outside the sphere, H = — grad 


B = g moM, along axis 
(- 3 ^ cos e), 


B = moH. 


(4.1) 


We can verify this solution as follows: As in Sec. 6, Chap. IV, B and 
H outside the sphere are the field of a dipole, of moment 
(where we use Chap. V, Sec. 4, to get the moment from the scalar 
potential). This is simply the moment of a sphere of radius R, with 
a constant density of magnetization M. The field outside the sphere 
is then a gradient of a scalar potential, so that it is a solution of the 
equations governing B and H in empty space. Inside the sphere, the 
constant values of B and H are likewise solutions of these equations. 
We can find the normal components of B, and tangential components 
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of H, inside and outside the sphere, at radius Ry and show them to be 
continuous. Finally, inside the sphere we have the relation 

B - /xo(H + M), 

satisfying Eq. (2.2). 

The lines of B inside and outside the sphere are then as given in 
Fig. 21. Because of the relation div B == 0, the lines are closed, the 
normal flux being continuous at the surface. On the other hand, 



Fig, 21. — Lines of force of uniformly magnetized sphere. 


although the lines of H outside the sphere are like those of Bj the lines 
of H inside run in the opposite direction. Thus linos of H originate 
from the right face of the sphere (the north pole of the magnet), and 
terminate at the left face (the south pole). If now the magnet is in a 
constant external field Ho, whose corresponding value of B is Bo, 
pointing along the axis, and equal to iuoHo, ^ve need only add these 
constant values Ho and Bo to the solution of (4.1), both inside and 
outside the sphere, to get the complete solutions. We thus find that 
inside a magnetized sphere placed in an external field Ho, the magnetic 
field is oiib'* Ho — M/3. This effect, by which there is a term —M/3 
subtracted from Ho because of the magnetization, is called the ^^demag- 
netizing effect, and the factor which depends on the geometry of 
the sphere, is called the ‘^demagnetizing factor.” 

We can now use these relations, together with a hysteresis curve, 
to investigate the magnetic moment that a ferromagnetic sphere 
would acquire in a given external field. If B, II, represent the values 
within the sphere, in an external field Ho, we then have 
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+ ^=- 2 // + 37 /„. ( 4 . 2 ) 

o Mo d Mo 

If we know the relation between B and H characteristic of the material 
(that is, the hysteresis curve), we can then find the intersection 
of this curve with the curve B/ixq = —2// + 3//o, from (4.2). This 
intersection will give us the values of B and H inside the sphere in 
any external field. From those, we can get il/, and hence the mag- 
netic moment of the sphere. An 
example of a hysteresis curve, with 
the straight lines (4.2) superposed, 
is given in Fig. 22. Conversely'-, by 
a measurement of the magnetic mo- 
ment, we can work backward and 
find the hystcre>sis (uan’e. 

As an example of this method, 
w'e may ask what are the values of 
B and II within the sphere, if we 
first magnetize to saturation, and 
then remove the external field. If 
Ho ~ 0, we have j^/Mo == —2//, 
and the values of B and II are de- 
termined by the intersection shown 
in the figure. We note that this 
has a much smaller value of B 
(and hence a much smaller magnetic moment) than if the dianagnetiz- 
ing factor were smaller. For suppose the factor is L, so that 

H = Ho - LM, 

B/no = Ho + (1 - L)M. Then we have 



Thus, as L approaches zero, the slope of the straight line corresponding 
to IIo = 0 becomes negatively infinite, or the line coincides with the 
axis of ordinates in the BH diagram, so that the B inside the perma- 
nently magnetized object beconies much greater. 

This situation can be approached in a practical case. It tixrns 
out that can obtain an exact solution of the problem of a uniformly 
magnetized body, similar to (4.1), not only for the sphere, but for the 
ellipsoid; though the solutions are much more complicated, involving 
elliptic integrals. When the ellipsoid is infinitely elongated along the 





Fig. 2‘i. — Hj'sterewiw ourvo. 
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axis, the magnet approaches an infinitely thin bar magnet; in this case 
the demaguetiying factor approaches zero. The opposite limit is the 
flattened disk-shaped ellipsoid, in which the demagnetizing factor 
approaches unity, so that B/^xo approaches //o, and in the absence 
of an external field there is no B within the magnet. Because of the 
possibilit}" of getting exact solutions, accurate experiments on the 
magnetic behavior of magnetic materials are generally made on 
samples of an ellipsoidal shape. As a final example of similar argu- 
ments, we can find the values of B and H within ellipsoidal cavities 
in a magnetized medium, as we did in Sec. 7, Chap. IV, for the cor- 
responding dielectric case. We find that with a long Ihin cavity 
the value of H equals the value Ho in the medium at a large distance 
from the cavity, whereas with a disk-shaped cavity the vahie of H 
equals the value of Bq in the medium at a large distance, divided by ^o. 

5. Magnetomotive Force. — Practical magnets are not maile in the 
spherical or ellipsoidal shapes discussed in the preceding section, but 
rather in the shape of a closed ring of 
some shai)e with an air gap, and the 
external field is supplied by windings 
surrounding the ring, as shown in Fig. 

23. In this case, if the permeability of 
the magnetic medium is high, the lines 
of force will most!}’' flow through the 
magnetic material except near the gap, 
where the lines of force will partly cross 
the gap where we are trying to produce 
a high field, and will partly leak around 
the sides of that gap. It is almost im- 
possible to calculate accurately the 
form of the resulting field; we do not 
have the simplifying feature that the 

field is constant within the magnetic medium, as we do with the ellip- 
soidal or spherical magnet. We can, however, make certain assump- 
tions that allow us to use a certain amount of theory in discussing such 
a magnet. 

Let us assume that the leakage is concenti’ated in a relatively short 
part of the magnet, near the poles. Then, if the cross section is 
uniform through most of the length, we note that the flux of B must 
be the same through most cross sections (because of the lack of leak- 
age) and hence B must be constant along the length of the magnet 
(because of the uniform cross section). Let this constant value of B 
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H - Ho 


2M 

Ho + 


-211 + 3//u. (4.2) 


If we know the relation between B and H characteristic of the mateiial 
(that is, the hysteresis curve), we can then find the intersection 
of this curve with the curve B/juo == — 2/J + 3fIo, from (4.2). This 
intersection will give us the values of B and H inside the sphere in 
any external field. From those, we can get iif, and hence the mag- 
netic moment of the sphere. An 
example of a hysteresis curve, with 
' the straight lines (4.2) superposed, 
y is given in Fig. 22. Coiivensely, by 

\A, \ \Y a measurement of the magnetic mo- 

K ment, we can work backward and 

^ \ V K hysteresis curve. 

As an example of this method, 

^ we may ask what are tlie values of 

B and B within the sphere, if we 
first magnetize to saturation, and 
then remove the external field. If 
Ho *= 0, \vc have B/jjlo = —2//, 
and the values of B and H arc de- 
termined by the intersection shown 
.. oo At ^ figure. We note that this 

has a much smaller value of B 
(and hence a much smaller magnetic moment) than if the demagnetiz- 
ing factor Avere smaller. For suppose the factor is L, so that 

H -- Ho- LAL 


Ho + (1 


Then we have 



Thus, as L approaches zero, the slope of the straight line corresponding 
to i/o ~ 0 becomes negatively infinite, or tiic line coincides with the 
axis of ordinates in the BH diagram, so that the B inside the perma- 
nently magnetised obiect becomes much greater. 

This situation can be approached in a practical ease. It turns 
out that 'we can obtain an exact solution of the problem of a uniformly 
magnetized body, similar to (4.1), not only for the sphere, but for the 
ellipsoid; though the solutions are much more complicated, involving 
elliptic integrals. When the ellipsoid is infinitely elongated along the 
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axis, the magnet approacl\es an infinitely thin bar magnet; in this case 
the demagnetising factor approaches zero. The opposite limit is the 
flattened disk-shaped ellipsoid, in which the demagnetizing factor 
approaches nnity, so that B/mo approaches J/o. and in the absence 
of an external field there is no B within the magnet. Because of the 
possibility of getting exact solutions, accurate experiments on the 
magnetic behavior of magnetic materials are generally made on 
samples of an ellipsoidal shape. As a final example of similar argu-* 
ments, we can find the values of B and E within ellipsoidal cavities 
in a magnetized medium, as we did in Sec. 7, Chap. IV, for the cor- 
responding dielectric case. We find tliat with a long thin cavity 
the value of H equals the value //o in the medium at a large distance 
from the cavity, whereas with a disk-shaped cavity the value of H 
equals the value of B^ in the medium at a large distance, divided by go. 

5. Magnetomotive Force. — Practical magnets arc not made in the 
spherical or ellipsoidal shapes discussed in the preceding section, but 
rather in the shape of a closed ring of 
some shape with an air gap, and the 
external field is supplied by windings 
surrounding the ring, as shown in Fig. 

23. In this case, if the permeability of 
the magnetic medium is high, the lines 
of force will mostly flo^v through the 
magnetic material except near the gap, 
where the lines of force wdll partly cross 
the gap where we are trying to produce 
a high field, and vdll partly leak around 
the sides of that gap. It is almost im- 
possible to calculate accurate^ the 
form of the resulting field; W’e do not 
have the simplifying feature that the 
field is constant within the magnetic medium, as w^e do with the ellip- 
soidal or spherical magnet. We can, however, make certain assump- 
tions that allow us to use a certain amount of theory in discussing such 
a magnet. 

Let us assume that the leakage is concentrated in a relatively short 
part of the magnet, near the poles. Then, if the cross section is 
uniform through most of the length, Ave note that the flux of B must 
be the same through most cross sections (because of the lack of leak- 
age) and hence B must be constant along the length of the magnet 
(because of the uniform cross section). Let this constant value of B 



Fig. 23. — Lines of force of ring 
nmgnet. 
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within the magnet be Bi, and the corresponding value of H be Hi. 
Furthermore let the length of the magnetic material, along a mean 
circumference, be h- In the gap, if there were no leakage, the value 
of B would be the same as inside the magnet; because of leakage, 
however, it will be smaller. Suppose the value of B in the gap is then 
Bo = oiBi, where a is a factor less than unity, which is sometimes called 
the “leakage factor.'" Then the value of H in the gap will be 

ll — Hi* — 

'' MO Mo 

Let the length of the gap be h. Now we apply ^kmpere’s law to a 
contour through the middle of the magnet. From (2.3), Ampere’s 
law may be stated in the form 

JH-ds = «?, (5.1) 

whei'e there are n turns of wire, each carrying i amp, threading the 
contour. We then have approximately 

H,U + Hih = ni. (5.2) 

We may then rewantc (5.2) in the form 

^ _ Jj (5.3) 

MO Oik Oil a 

This equation, relating Bi and //i, is essentially equivalent to 

(4.3) » In place of the factor (1/L — 1) multiplying H we have 
h/ak; in place of //o we have the term in ni. It is customary to 
call the number ni, which is the number of ampere-turns, the “mag- 
netomotive force (mmf), by analogy with the electromotive force 
/E • ds met in the electric field. As in the preceding section, in a plot 
of Bi versus Hi a line of constant mmf will be a straight line of negative 
slope. In an actual case, /i,wili ordinarily be large compared with 
/o, and a will be rather small. Thus the ease resembles that of a small 
demagnetizing factor, which we have discussed in connection with 

(4.3) , so that the value of Bi inside the magnet will be large if the 
mmf is removed, as in a permanent magnet. 

We may note a number of interesting consequences of our theory. 
If the magnet is operated as an electromagnet, with large mmf, the 
value of Bi will be inversely proportional to k; that is, for a large gap, 
we shall have to have a correspondingly high mmf to get saturation 
of the ferromagnetic material, which we presumably want to do to 
operate the magnet efficiently. A small value of ce, on the contrary, 
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allows us to saturate the material with a smaller mmf, but it gives 
correspondingly smaller fields in the gap. If the magnet is operated 
as a permanent magnet, the field in the gap, which wc are primarily 
interested in, is given by 

Ho = - f Hi, 

to 

SO that, if the material is used with a given value of Bi and of ffi, the 
field in the gap will be inversely proportional to the length of the gap, 
for constant magnet length h. It can be shown, from arguments of 
energy that wc are not yet prepared to understand, that a permanent 
magnet can be made with least material if it is made with those par- 
ticular values of Bi and Hi which make the product BiHi a maximum; 
if this condition is applied, the dimensions of a magnet designed 
for a given field and given gap are determined. 

Problems 

1. An eloctron of charge e, mass m, rotates in a circle of radius r with velocity v. 
Using classical methods, show tiiat the magnetic moment is proportional to the 
angular momentum. If the angular momentum is A/2jr, where h is Planck’s 
constant, find the magnetic moment, iii mks units. If we make a simple model of 
a ferromagnetic substance by putting one such moment at each point of a simple 
cubic lattice of lattice spacing 3 A, find the magnetization per unit volume, 1/, 
when all moments are parallel. 

2. A sphere of radius a carrying a uniform stirface-charge density <r is rotated 
about a diameter with constant angular velocity to. Calculate the magnitude and 
direction of the magnetic intensity H at the center of the sphere. Show that this 
value of H is the same at all points inside the sphere. 

3. A long circular cylinder of permeability is placed in a uniform external 
magnetic field that is perpendicular to the generators of the cylinder, resulting in a 
uniform magnetization of the cylinder. Find expressions for B and H inside and 
outside the cylinder, and the demagnetizing factor. 

4. A long straight wire carrying a steady current i is placed parallel to and at a 

distance a from a large thick plane slab of permeability Km. Show that the field 
inside the slab is that which would be produced by a current + 1) hi the 

same wire embedded in an infinite medium of permeability Km. Show further 
that the field in the space in front of the slab is that produced by a current i and 
another current ” l)/0v'm -p 1) parallel to and at a distance a behind the 
interface, both in empty space. What is the force per unit length acting on the 
current-carrying wire? 

6. Discuss the magnetic field of permanent magnets, showing that H may be 
obtained as the negative gradient of a single-valued scalar potential which 
satisfies Poisson equation V V “ with p' ~ div H* If one defines magnetic- 
pole strength as p = / p' dv, show that two concentrated poles exert mechanical 

forces on each other given by F «= if is the permeability of the medium 

in which they are embedded. 
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ELECTROMAGNETIC INDUCTION 
AND MAXWELL'S EQUATIONS 

The history of eiectromagnetism has shown as its most conspicu- 
ous feature the gradual discovery of interconnections among problems 
that were at first sup]3osed to be separated. The two oldest fields 
were electrostatics, and the magnetism of permanent magnets and of 
ferromagnetic bodies. Early in the nineteenth century Oersted and 
others demonstrated the magnetic effects of continuous currents, 
bringing together the study of the electric current, which develope<! 
with the discovery of various forms of batteries in the eighteenth 
century, and the study of magnetism. Faraday, soon after this work, 
began looking for a converse effect. He reasoned that, if currents 
could produce magnetism, magnets should be able to produce ciirrents. 
His first idea ^vas simple, but wrong. He wound two coils of wire 
together, but insulated from each other, and planned to pass current 
through one of them, converting it into an electromagnet. He hoped 
that this magnet, with its lines of induction threading through ihe 
other coil, would cause a continuous current to flow through that coil, 
Just as a contmuous current produces a continuous magnetic field. 
His experiment did not show such a current ; even though his battery 
was powerful enough so that his primary coil Avas heated red-hot, still 
no current floAved in the secondary. But he was a good enough 
observer to notice that, though there Avas no steady current in the 
secondary, there Avas neA^ertheless a transient current Avhen the current 
Avas started in the primary, and a transient in the opposite direction 
Avhen the primary current was interrupted. This suggested to him 
that the effect he AVas seeking really existed, but that the induced 
current for Avhich he Avas searching Avas proportional, not to the mag- 
netic flux itself, but to its time rate of change. This laAV of electro- 
magnetic induction, Avhich bears Faraday's name, is the foundation 
of the study of electromagnetic theory. 

Faraday thought, not in mathematical language, but in terms of 
lines of force. We have already seen hoAV this concept, leading to 
the field theory of electrostatics and magnetostatics, alloAA^s us to 
formulate problems involving dielectrics, conductors, and magnetic 
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materials in a form that is much more powerful than any method based 
on the concept of auction at a distance. In electromagnetic induction 
as well t-he idea of lines of force, and of flux, proved to be of the great- 
est value, the statement of Faraday^s law involving the time rate 
of change of magnetic flux through the coil. The proper mathematical 
foiiiiulation of the methods of lines of force did not come, however, 
until the work of JMaxwell, a number of years later. IMaxwell brought 
together the various laws of electrostatics and magnetostatics which 
we have already discussed, and correlated them with Faraday’s law, 
expressed in a similar differeiitial or 'i^ector form. He was able to 
see that the systcmi of laws so built up was mathematically inconsistent, 
and that to make it consistent he had to introduce a ceri.aiii quantity 
called the “displacement current,” which was in principle susceptible of 
experimental observation, but which had not been oliserved at the 
time. By combining these laws, he set up the equations known as 
Maxwell’s equations, which have been the foundation of the theory 
of electromagnetism ever since. These equations did not merely 
describe the phenomena known at Maxwell’s time; they predicted 
the existence of electromagnetic waves, which later proved to be 
identical with light waves, thus enormously extending the range of 
the the,oiy. These advances we shall take up in later chapters; we 
now consider the detailed nature of the law of electromagnetic induc- 
tion, and its role, in electromagnetic theory. 

The Law of Electromagnetic Induction. — It is found experi- 
ment ally that, when the flux of magnetic induction B through a wire or 
other conducting circuit changes with time, a current flows in the 
circuit. The la^v of electromagnetic induction can be stated most 
simply, not in terms of the current set up in the circuit, but in terms 
of the emf leading to tlie current. By definition, the emf around a 
circuit equals the total work done, both by electric and magnetic 
forces and by any other sort of forces, such as those concerned in 
chemical processes, per unit charge, in carrying a chai'ge around the 
circuit. Faraday’s law states that the emf induced in a circuit equals 
the negative of the ra,te of increase of flux of B through the circuit. 
The flux of B is by definition the surface integral of the normal com- 
ponent of B over a surface whose perimeter is the circuit in question. 
We may then write Faraday’s law in integral form in the following 
way; 

J E-ds ~ J B-n da. ( 1 . 1 ) 

The term on the left is the emf; in the case of electromagnetic indue- 
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AND MAXWELL^S EQUATIONS 

The history of electromagnetism has shown as its most conspicu- 
ous feature the gradual discovery of interconnections among problems 
that were at first supposed to be separated. The two oldest fields 
were electrostatics, and the magnetism of permanent magnets and of 
ferromagnetic bodies. Early in the nineteenth century Oersted and 
others demonstratc‘d the magnetic effects of continuous currents, 
bringing together the study of the electric current, which developed 
with the discovery of various forms of batteries in the eighteenth 
century, and the study of magnetism. Faraday, soon after this work, 
began looking for a converse effect. He reasoned that, if currents 
could produce magnetism, magnets should be able to produce currents. 
His first idea was simple, but wrong. He wound two coils of wire 
together, but insulated from each other, and planned to pass current 
through one of them, converting it into an electromagnet. He hoped 
that this magnet, with its lines of induction threading through tbe 
other coil, would cause a continuous current to flow tlirough that coil, 
just as a continuous current produces a continuous magnetic field. 
His experiment did not show such a current; even though his battery 
was powerful enough so that his primary coil was heated red-hot, still 
no current flowed in the secondary. But he was a good enough 
observer to notice that, though there was no stead}’- current in the 
secondary, there was nevertheless a transient current wdien the current 
was started in the primary, and a transient in the opposite direction 
-when the primary current Avas interrupted. Tliis suggested to him 
that the effect he was seeking really existed, but that the induced 
current for which he was searching was proportional, not to the mag- 
netic flux itself, but to its time rate of change. This law of electro- 
magnetic induction, which bears Faraday^s name, is the foundation 
of the study of electromagnetic theory. 

Faraday thought, not in mathematical language, but in terms of 
lines of force. We have already seen how this concept, leading to 
the field theory of electrostatics and magnetostatics, allows us to 
formulate problems involving dielectrics, conductors, and magnetic 
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materials in a form that is much more powerful than any method based 
on the concept of action at a distance. In electromagnetic induction 
as well the idea of lines of force, and of flux, ])roved to be of the great- 
CvSt value, the statement of Faraday^s law involving the time rate 
of change of magnetic flux through the coil. The proper mathematical 
foiniulation of the methods of lines of force did not come, however, 
until the work of Maxwell, a number of years later. Maxwell brought 
together the various laws of electrostatics and magnetostatics which 
we have already discussed, and correlated them with Faraday’s law, 
expressed in a similar differential or vector form. He ivas able to 
see that the system of laws so built up was mathematically inconsistent, 
and that to make it consistent he had to introduce a certain quantity 
called the ^hlisplacement current,” which was in principle susceptible of 
experimental observation, but Avhich had not been observed at the 
time. By combining these laws, he set up Urn eciuations knmvn as 
Maxweirs equations, which have been the foundation of the theory 
of electromagnetism ever since. These equations did not merely 
describe the phenomena known at Maxwell’s time; they predicted 
the existence of electromagnetic waves, winch later proved to be 
identical with light wnves, thus enormously extending the range of 
the theory. These advances we shall take up in later chaptei's; we 
now^ consider the detailed nature of the law of electromagnetic induc- 
tion, and iis role in electromagnetic theory. 

1. The Law of Electromagnetic Induction. — It is found experi- 
mentally that, when the flux of magnetic induction B through a wire or 
other conducting circuit changes with time, a current flows in the 
circuit. The law of electromagnetic induction can be stated most 
simply, not in terms of the current set up in the circuit, but in terms 
of the emf leading to the current. By definition, the emf around a 
circuit equals tlie total work done, both by electric and magnetic 
forces and by any other sort of forces, such as those concerned in 
chemical processes, per unit charge, in carrying a charge around the 
circuit. Faraday’s law states that the emf induced in a circuit equals 
the negative of the rate of increase of flux of B through the circuit. 
The flux of B is by defliiition the surface integral of the normal com- 
ponent of B over a surface whose perimeter is the circuit in qucistion. 
We may then wuite Faraday’s law^ in integral form in the following 
way: 

y E ■ ds = j B . n do. (1.1) 

The term on the left is the emf; in the case of electromagnetic indue- 
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tion, the force acting on the charge is, as we shall soon see, an electric 
force. The term on the right is the time rate of decrease of magneti(5 
induction through the circuit. The surface integral is to be extended 
over any surface spanning the circuit. Because div B = 0, this 
integral will be the same over any siicli siu^face; for if we t-ake two suei\ 
surfaces, the total flux of B out of the volume enclosed by the two 
surfaces must be zero, so that the flux through each surface must 
be the same. In (1.1), the emf is to be expressed in volts, and the 
flux ill webers; we note that 1 volt must be equivalent to 1 weber/sec. 

It is a familiar fact associated with electromagnetic induction 
that there are several ways in which the magnetic flux through a 
circuit can change. First, the circuit itself may move from one part 
of the magnetic field to another. This is the process used in the 
ordinary electromagnetic generator, or dynamo. Secondly, the circuit 
may be stationary, but the magnetic induction may be a function of 
time, either because it is produced by currents that are varying with 
time, or beiiause magnetic materials such as permanent magnets 
moving. If B is changing vith time, but the circuit is fixed, we may 
take the time derivative in (1.1) inside the integral sign. Also we 
may transform the left side of (1.1) into a surface integral, by using 
Stokeses theorem. Thus we have 


/ 


curl E • n da 


/(f) 


n da. 


This equation must hold for a circuit of any shape, and with any 
direction of the normal n ; thus the integrands on the two sides must 
be equal, or we have 

dB 


curl E = 


at 


( 1 . 2 ) 


This equation is the differential form of Faraday’s law, and as we 
shall see later it is one of the fundamental equations of electromagnetic 
theory, one of Maxwell’s equations. 

2. Self- and Mutual Induction. —If a current ii flows in a circuit, 
it produces a magnetic field Bi proportional to ii at all points of 
space. If ii changes slowly, the magnetic field is very closely the 
same at any instant as it would be if the current had a constant value 
equal to its instantaneous value; such a condition is known as a 
“quasistationary state.” There will then be a time rate of change 
of Bi proportional to the time rate of change of ii. The flux of Bi 
through the circuit itself \\dll then vary as ii does, so that we shall 
have an emf in this circuit proportional to dii/di, which we may 
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write as 

emfi = -L 

at 

where L is the coefficient of self-induction. Similarly the flux of Bi 
through another circuit will vary as ii does, so that the emf in a 
second circuit is 

emf 2 = 

at 

where M is the coefficient of mutual induction. 

We can easily set up general expressions for the coeflacients of 
self- and mutual induction by use of Eq. (6.5) of Chap. V, expressing 
the contribution to the vector potential resulting from a current 
element i ds. From the discussion above, L equals the flux of B 
through a circuit per unit current flowing in it, and M the flux of 
B through a circuit per unit current flowing in another circuit. But 
remembering that B == curl A, we have 

JB ‘ n da — J curl A • n da = fA • ds, 

in which the last line integral follows from Stokeses theorem. Using 
Eq. (6.5), Chap. V, which is 

dA-gif', (2.1) 

and setting z = 1, we have 

LorM-g/ /^. (22) 

Here ds and ds' are two elements of length, and r is the distance 
between them. The integral is a double integral, since each of the 
elements of length is integrated around the contour. For L, both 
ds and ds' are to be integrated around the single circuit l;for M, 
ds is to be integrated around circuit 1, ds' around circuit 2. Because 
of the symmetrical formula, we see that the mutual inductance 
between two circuits is the same, no matter which of them we regard 
as the source of the current, and which as the one in which the emf 
is being induced. 

In many special cases, we can make direct calculations of the 
coefficients of self- and mutual inductance, by simpler methods than 
the use of (2.2), which in practice usually involves complicated 
integrations. For, if we can find the magnetic flux resulting from 
the system of currents in the circuits, we can often integrate these 
fluxes over the circuits directly. Thus, for instance, consider the 
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seif-inductance per unit length of two parallel wires of radius a, at 
distance D apart between their centers, shown by Fig. 7, which was 
used earlier in computing the capacity of the same parallel wires. 
To find the magnetic field produced by a unit current flowing up 
through the light-hand wire, down through the left-hand wire, we 
first consider unit current flowing up through an infinitely thin 
conductor located at point 2 of the figure, and an equal current 
flowing down through a linear conductor at point 1. We note an 
analogy between the electrostatic and magnetic problems: the scalar 
potential <p in the electrostatic case, for a distribution of charge 
along these lines, is given by Eq. (3.5) of Chap. I, and the vector 
potential A in the magnetic case for a distribution of current is given 
by Eq. (6.4) of Chap. V. These formulas are the same, except for 
two differences: the formula for A has juo the numerator in place of 
€0 in the denominator, and the formula for A involves current density 
in place of charge density, and hence results in a vector. 

Since every current element is in the same direction in our present 
problem, A in this case will also be in the same direction, normal to 
the plane of the paper in the figure. If k is a unit vector along this 
direction, and A is the magnitude of A, we have A — k^l. To take 
the curl of A, and find B, we use the rule of vector analysis that 

curl /F = / curl F + grad / X F, 

where / is a scalar, F a vector. Letting / stand for A, F for k, and 
remembering that F is then a constant vector, we have 

B = curl A = grad A Xk. 

If on the other hand we had had unit charge along the lines instead 
of unit current, the electric field would have been 

E == ’- grad (p^ 

where as we have just seen (p equals A/eoMo- Thus we see that the B 
resulting from unit current, and the E resulting from unit charge, are 
related by the equation 

B == eopo(k X E). 

The magnitudes, in other words, are proportional, and the vectors are 
at right angles to each other, so that the lines of magnetic force 
are identical with the electric equipotentials in the problem of Fig. 7. 
In particular, the circular boundaries of the wires are lines of magnetic 
force. 

Now, to integrate the normal component of B over a surface 
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spanning the circuit, we may integrate over a plane surface including 
the two lines 1 and 2. The normal component of B in this case is just 
eofjio times the tangential component of E in the corresponding elec- 
trical case. Thus the surface integral of the normal component of B 
over unit length of the transmission line, integrating between the 
boundaries of the two cylinders, is eoMo times the corresponding differ- 
ence of potential in the electrical case. The inductance is the flux 
of B per unit current; thus it is eoMo times the difference of potential 
per unit charge, or is como divided by the electrostatic capacity per 
unit length. Using Eq. (2.1) of Chap. II for this capacity, we then 
find that the inductance per unit length is 

i _ e ». (2.3) 

In this calculation, we have neglected magnetic flux through the 
interior of the wires. This flux would be small in any case, and 
could almost be neglected. If the wires, instead of being solid, were 
hollow, so that the current flowed in a thin shell on the surface, and 
there was no flux inside, we should have just the condition for which 
(2.3) was correct. The method of calculation we have used here, 
leading to a simple relationship between problems in electrostatics 
and magnetism, can often be used, and can be justified in a much 
more general case than the one we have considered here. 

3. The Displacement Current. — In the course of our work, we have 
derived four fundamental electromagnetic equations, (1.3) of Chap. IV, 
(3.2) of Chap. V, (3,1) of Chap. VI, and (1.2) of the present chapter, or 

div D = p, 

div B = 0, 

curl E rrj 

at 

curl H - J (3.1) 

These are almost Maxweihs equations, but there is a difficulty wdth 
the last of them. We have derived it from Amp^re^s law, on the 
basis of steady closed currents, and for this case it is correct. The 
difficulty occurs when we try to apply the equation to nonstationary 
cases. Suppose we have a current flowing in an open circuit, as in the 
discharge of a condenser. The current starts at the positively charged 
plate, whose charge diminishes as the current flows to the negatively 
charged plate and annuls the charge there. Thus we can look upon 
the condenser plates as sources o n current. Now, if we take 
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the divergence of the last equation, we have 

div curl H = div J, 

and, since the divergence of any curl is zero, we find that div J equals 
zero, which means that the current is always closed and there are no 
sources or sinks. Thus we are led to a contradiction. 

Maxwell concluded from this that the last equation of (3.1) must 
be incomplete, and that to the term J must be added another term, 
such that the sum of the two had no divergence. We can easily find 
what this term must be, from the .equation of continuity for the flow of 
current. The divergence of J measures the flux outward over the 
surface of unit volume. If there is current flowing outward, the charge 
within unit volume must be decreasing, the flux equaling the rate of 
decrease of charge in unit volume. Thus we have 

( 3 . 2 ) 

We may rewrite this equation of continuity, using the equation 
div I) = p, and obtaining 

div (j + f ) = 0. 

In other words, although div J is not zero, the divergence of the 
quantity J + d'D/dt is always zero, so that this quantity can mathe- 
matically be placed equal to a curl. Maxwell made the assumption 
that the last equation of (3.1) should properly be replaced by 

curl H = J + ^ (3.3) 

The last term dlO/dt is called the ^^displacement current,’’ to distin- 
guish it from J, the conduction current. By adding this term to 
Ampere’s law, Maxwell assumed that a time rate of change of dis- 
placement produced a magnetic field, Just as a conduction current 
does. A test of Maxwell’s hypothesis can be made only with very 
rapidly varying fields, in which the rate of change of D with time 
is so great that the displacement current is large compared with the 
conduction current, or so that magnetic forces produced by it are 
comparable with the electric forces due to E. We shall see later 
that these cases are those in which we have electromagnetic waves, 
whose existence is possible only because of the presence of the dis- 
placement current in (3,3). Their existence, then, forms a demonstra- 
tion of the correctness of Maxwell’s hypothesis. 
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To understand the physical meaning of the displacement current 
in a simple case, consider the charging of a condenser. Current 
flows, from one plate through the wire to the other plate. If the 
current is i, this equals the rate of increase of charge on the plate. 
Suppose the plates are of area A, separation dy then the value of D 
between them is D = charge/il, and the displacement-current density 
in the region between plates is current /A. Thus the total displace- 
ment current is equal to the conduction current in the wire, so that the 
current is continuous through the circuit. 

4, Maxwell’s Equations. — Yfe now can write Maxwell’s equations, 

curl E = 7^77 div B = 0, 

at 

dJ) 

curl H = J + — ; div D = p, (4.1) 

in which we note that the divergence equations folloAv from the curl 
equations b^^ taking the divergence, using the equation of continuity 
(3.2), and integrating with respect to time. These are to be supple- 
mented by the relations (2.1) of Chap. IV, and (2.4) of Chap. VI, 

D =: €E, B = mH, (4.2) 

These are often called the ^^constitutive equations/’ If the current 
density J obeys Ohm’s law’, we often include it also in the statement 
of the constitutive equations. This law is easily stated in differential 
form by considering a small volume, having length L in the direction 
of the current, and cross-sectional area A normal to the cuirent. We 
apply Ohm’s law in the form potential difference = iR. Here the 
potential difference is the field E times the length L of the volume, the 
current is the area times the current density J, and the resistance is 
the specific resistance times L/ A. Hence we have 

L 

EL = AJ ^ X specific resistance, 

J = crE, (4.3) 

where <r, the specific conductivity, is the reciprocal of the specific 
resistance. The unit of conductivity is the same as that of J/E; 
that is, its units are l/(ohm-meter) = mhos per meter, where 1 mho 
is defined as the reciprocal of 1 ohm. It should be noted that 1 mho/m 
is Koo oi 1 mho/cm, the usual unit of conductivity. Ohm’s law in 
the form (4.3) can be added to the relations (4.2). 

Maxwell’s equations, taken together with the constitutive equa- 
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tions, determine the field, when we are given the charges and currents. 
To make a complete set of dynamical principles, however, we need 
two more relations. First is the formula (1.1) of Chap. I, 

F = ^(E + V X B), 

giving the force acting on a charge moving with a given speed, or 
the corresponding force acting on the charge and current in unit 
volume, 

F = pE + (J X B). (4,4) 

Secondly, we must have a law determining the motion of charge in 
terms of force acting. If the charge is in a metallic conductor obeying 
Ohm's law, (4.3), that law provides the necessary relation. For 
electrons and ions moving in empty space, however, as in a vacuum 
or discharge tube, we must use Newton's law, that the force equals 
the mass times the acceleration, or the time rate of change of the 
momentum. With such a law, we find the field from the charge, the 
force from the field, and the motion from the force, obtaining there- 
fore a complete system of dynamics. 

Maxwell's equations, the constitutive equations, and the force 
equation, as just written, form the foundation of the whole of electro- 
magnetic theory, and as far as is known are exactly correct, aside 
from the corrections resulting from the quantum theory, which in a 
sense change the whole formulation of the theory. They allow the 
derivation of the electromagnetic theory of light, and of electromag- 
netic waves in general, which "we shall shortly take up. They hold 
even for particles moving nearly with the velocity of light, for which 
the theory of relativity must be used in discussing the mechanical 
part of the motion, but for which Maxwell's methods are still correct 
for finding the forces. In the older developments of electrical engineer- 
ing, the so-called “lumped-circuit theory," it was possible to operate 
with the limiting case of slow variation with time, in ^vhich the dis- 
placement current could be neglected. The newer developments of 
microwaves and distributed constants, how^ever, operate with the 
theory of electromagnetic waves, for which the displacement current 
is essential, and Maxwell's equations as formulated in this section, 
rather than the quasistationary form of them as given in (3.1), must 
be used. 

6. The Vector and Scalar Potentials, — ^We observe that, if B 
depends on time, curl E 0, so that there is no potential for E. The 
ordinary electrical potential is thus confined to static problems. 
Further, if J or dD/dt ^ 0, there is no potential for B. We have 
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seen in Chap. V how a potential can be introduced for B : one uses a 
vector potential A, possible because div B = 0. That is, we let 

B = curl A. (5.1) 

We can do this even in the general case. And it proves that we can 
use a scalar potential <^, reducing to the electrostatic potential in 
the case of a steady state, but different in other cases, by a special 
device. The relation that proves to be satisfied is that 

E = - grad <f’ - (5.2) 

reducing to the familiar E = -- grad (p when the vector potential is 
independent of time. To verify these statements, we substitute the 
expressions for E and B in MaxwelFs equations, and see if they can 
be satisfied by proper choice of A and (p. First we note that 

div B = div curl A 

is automatically zero, since the divergence of any curl is zero. Sim- 
ilarly, remembering that the curl of any gradient is zero, we find that 
the equation curl E = — dB/di is automatically satisfied. 

Next we must consider the other two equations, in D and H. 'I'o 
find these quantities in terms of E and B, we must use the constitutive 
equations. The relations are simple only if e and p. are constants 
independent of ])osition, and we consider only that case. From the 
equation curl H — dD/dt = J, we have, using the relation of vector 
analysis that 

curl curl A = grad div A — 

the result 

V^A — €M ^ — grad ^div A + 

Similarly, from the equation div D = p, with a little manipulation, 
we find 

Now let us choose A and <p subject to the condition that 

div A + ep ^ = 0. (5.3) 

oi 

Since div A is so far arbitrary, we can do this. Then the equations 
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for the potentials become 


- €/X 

V“</? — €JLI 


d'^A 


-/^Jf 


p 

ai{2 € 


(5.4) 


If A and (p satisfy these equations; then, as we stated before, 
the fields determined from them by (5.1) and (5.2) satisfy Max- 
welFs equations. The equations for the potentials are of the form 
called ‘^d’ Alembert equation/’ and as can be seen are extensions of 
Poisson’s equation; obtained by adding the time derivatives. We 
observe that, in regions where there is no charge and current density, 
the potentials satisf}^ the vv^ave equation, which is the homogeneous 
equation obtained by setting the right side of d’Alembert’s equation 
equal to zero. We shall show in the next chapter that this means 
that if and A are g^en by functions representing waves traveling *with 
the velocity and that the same thing is true of the fields E 

and H, 

In (5.4) we have set up equations for A and in terms of pre- 
scribed values of the charge and current density. Sometimes, how- 
ever, we wish to assume that the current density obeys Ohm’s law, 
and that the charge density is zero, as we should have in the interior 
of a conductor. In that case, assuming (4.3) for J, and proceeding 
in a similar manner, we find that in place of (5.3) we should assume 


div A -f- cFfj.(p -j- e/i 


dip 

Hi 


-0, 


and in place of the equations (5.4) we have 


V^A - CTJU 

VV - (TH 


dA 

d^A 

dt 


dip 

d^ip 

Hi 



= 0 , 
== 0. 


(5.5) 


We shall find that these equations, involving first as well as second 
time derivatives, represent damped or attenuated waves, as we should 
expect in an absorbing medium, such as a metallic conductor. 

Problems 

i. Two parallel conducting strips, of width distance of separation d (where 
d <$: w), indefinitely long, carry current in opposite directions, so as to form the 
two conductors of an electric circuit. Find the self-inductance of such a circuit 
per unit length. 
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2. Two concentric thin-walled hollow conducting cylinders, of radii ri and r 2 , 
carry current in opposite directions. Find the seif-inductance per unit length. 
Find how the result is changed if the inner conductor is a solid conducting rod, 
carr^dng current uniformly distributed through its interior. 

3. Find the self-inductance of a circuit consisting of a hollow cylindrical con- 
ductor of radius r, parallel to an infinite conducting sheet that forms the return 
path of the current. {Suggestion: Use the method of images.) 

4. A magnetic field points along the z axis, and its magnitude is proportional 
to time, and independent of position. Find the vector potential. Assuming that 
the scalar potential is zero, find the induced electric field. Prove by direct integra- 
tion, using a circular path, that the law of induction holds. 

6. Describe the magnetic field between the plates of a condenser while it is 


being charged up. 

6. Starting from the induction law, show that the line integral of -f 

around a closed path is zero, where A is the vector potential. From this show 

dk 

that the curl of the above vector vanishes, and hence that B « — grad tp rr; 


where ip is the scalar potential. 


7. Derive the differential equations satisfied by A and ip for quasistationary 


processes. 

8- Starting with the equation of continuity, and assuming Ohm’s law, show 
that the charge density in a conductor obeys the equation ^ p + % = 0. Show 

e at 

that any existing charge distribution within a conductor will be damped off expo- 
nentially, and find the time required for it to be reduced to 1/e of its initial value. 
Insert numerical values for copper, and find the value of this time, the relaxation 
time. Similarly find the relaxation time for a good insulator, such as quartz. 

9. A long solenoid of n turns per unit length carries an alternating current of 
angular frequency w and peak value 7. If a iioninagnetic rod of conductivity or 
just filling the solenoid is placed inside it, find the current distribution, the magnetic 
field, and the heating loss per unit length inside the copper rod. (The heat loss 
per unit volume per second equals J • E.) Discuss the behavior of your solution 
for the limiting cases of large and small conductivities. How would your results 
be altered if the rod were coaxial with the solenoid but of smaller radius? 

10. The outer conductor of a coaxial line as in Prob. 2 is a thin-walled cylinder 
of radius a and thickness t Show that the contribution to the inductance per unit 
length of the line arising from the magnetic field in this conductor is given very 
nearly by 


I 

Gtt a 


where - « 1. 
a 


11. Show that, in a nondissipative medium if the divergence of the vector 
potential is set equal to zero, instead of satisfying Eq. (5.3), the scalar potential 
satisfies Poisson’s equation with p, the density of electric charge, a function of 
coordinates and time. Find the differential equation satisfied by the vector 
potential under these conditions. 



CHAPTER VIII 

ELECTROMAGNETIC WAVES AND ENERGY FLOW 


The first and most conspicuous success of MaxwelPs theory was 
its prediction of the existence of electromagnetic waves, whose veloc- 
ity of propagation equaled the experimentally known velocity of 
light. It was immediately clear that light must be a form of electro- 
magnetic radiation, of short wave length. It was a number of years 
later that Hertz demonstrated experimentally the existence of electro- 
magnetic waves of longer wave length, but when they were found, 
they proved, like light, to satisfy MaxwelFs equations. In the 
]}resent chapter we shall discuss the simplest forms of waves, plane 
^\'aves; we come to more complicated waves, such as spherical wmves, 
in a later chapter. We also consider an aspect of the electromagnetic 
field that we have so far passed over: the energy associated with 
it. We have so far treated problems by considering only the forces 
acting, rather than the work done and the resulting energy. With 
radiation, however, it is so obvious that the field carries energy that 
without a consideration of the energy flow we can hardly form a 
correct picture of the phenomena. We therefore take up, not only the 
density of electric and magnetic energy in the field, which ties in with 
well-known facts regarding the energy in condensers and inductances, 
but also Poynting’s theorem, a deduction from MaxwelFs equations 
which provides a simple way of finding the flow of energy in any 
electromagnetic field. 

1, Plane Waves and Maxwell’s Equations —Let us consider the 
problem of solving Maxwell’s equations in a uniform material having 
dielectric constant k,. == c/eo, magnetic permeability Km = m/mo, con- 
ductivity or, but not any charge, or any current other than that 
determined by Ohm’s law, Maxw^ell’s equations in this case are 

curl E = — M div H = 0, 

at 

curl H = crE + € ”, div E — 0. (LI) 

We take the curl of the first equation and substitute from the second 

on 
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for curl H, obtaining 

curl curl E 





am 


Similarly, we take the curl of the second and substitute from the first, 
obtaining 


curl curl H = 


aH am 

dt df ■ 


Using the equation of vector analysis, 

curl curl A = grad div A — V-A, 

where A is an arbitrary vector function, and using the equations 
div E = 0, div H = 0, these equations become 


V'-^E ■ 

dE 

d‘-‘E 

= 0, 



- 

am 

a-H 

= 0. 

' at 



Thus E and H satisfy the same wave equation that we have already 
found in Eq. (5.5), Chap. VII, for the potentials A and (p. We can 
of course get the case of a nonconducting medium by setting cr = 0, 
in which case the middle term of the equation is omitted. The equa> 
tions (1.2) are vector equations, which means that each of the six 
components of E and H separately satisfies the same scalar wave 
equation. 

With a wave equation of the form of 

V'M - (TM ^ = 0, (1.3) 

where u, a scalar, can stand for one of the components of E, H, A, or 
(pf we can find a great variety of solutions, In fact, a good deal 
of the remainder of our study will be devoted to different solutions 
of this equation. We shall start with the simplest, and in many 
ways the most important, of these solutions, the plane wave, under- 
standing that it is a special case, rather than a general solution. We 
shall assume that n; is a function of 3, one of the space coordinates, 
and of if only, being independent of x and or constant on planes of 
constant z. Furthermore, we shall assume that varies with both 
z and i in an exponential manner. We shall write our assumptions 
in the form 


(1.4) 



92 


ELECTROM AGNETIBM 


[Chap. VIII 


where j = \/— 1 , and Wo, w, and 7 are constants. We shall describe 
the physical significance of these constants in a moment. Substitut- 
ing (1.4) in the wave equation (1.3); we find 


7 = ± = ijco M* (1*5) 

In other words, if 7 is given by either of the values (1.5), the expres- 
sion (1.4) is a solution of the wave equation. 

From the form of (1.5) we see that 7 is in general complex. We 
may write it 

7 == a + i/3, (1.0) 

where a and /3 are real and imaginary parts, respectively. We note 
that the quantity whose square root is being taken in (1.5) lies in the 
second quadrant in the complex plane, its real part being negative and 
its imaginary part positive; thus the positive square root lies in the 
first quadrant, so that a and 13 are both positive. If in particular 
the medium is nonconducting, so that cr is zero, Ave have 7 = i/3, 
where /3 is positive. We may now rewrite the solution (1.4) in the 
form 

u = (1.7) 

As in the theory of oscillating circuits, for physical purposes we 
use the real part of this complex expression to represent the real 
value of u. Thus (1.7) represents a disturbance whose value at a 
given point of space varies sinusoidally with time, with angular 
frequency w, or frequency / — co/27r. It also varies sinusoidally ^with 
in case csi = 0, with Avave length X = 27r//3, so that, Avhen z increases 
by a Avave length, the disturbance reverts to its initial value. A given 
wave crest moves AAith a velocity v, given by 



the velocity being positive, or in the direction of increasing for the 
upper sign in (1.7), and negative for the low^er sign. The factor 
^=Fa« represents a falling off of intensity, or damping, in the direction 
of propagation of the Avave, such that the amplitude falls to 1/e of 
its value in a distance 1/a, We see that the disturbance in a con- 
ducting medium is then a damped plane wave, and in a nonconducting 
dielectric it is an undamped plane wave. 

For an undamped wave in a nonconducting medium, the velocity 
of propagation takes a simple form. In that case, setting cr == 0 , we 
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have from (1.5) and (1.6), 

^ = ( 1 . 8 ) 

if we set 

€ = /Cc€0, jit == /v'otMO} 

following Eqs. (2.1) of Chap. IV, and (2.4) of Chap. VI, we find 

V = -i c = • — = 3.00 X 10® m/sec, 

VeoMo 

n = \/ KeKm- (1.9) 

That is to say, the velocity of the electromagnetic waves in empty 
space is 3 X 10® m/sec, which is known to be the velocity of light. We 
iiave already mentioned that it was this fact which originally led 
to the conviction that MaxwelFs equations furnished a theory of light, 
and that Hertzes discovery of electromagnetic waves has led to a 
series of waves of this type which can exist for frequencies over 
apparently an unlimited range. We now are familiar with waves 
ranging from ordinary radio waves at frequencies of a few kilocycles 
per second, short-VvWe radio at a few megacycles per second, micro- 
waves with thousands or tens of thousands of megacycles per second, 
or wave lengths down to the order of a centimeter, through the infra- 
red with wave lengths from fractions of a millimeter down to the visible 
spectrum with wave lengths of a few thousand angstroms, through the 
X-ray region with w^ave lengths dowm to a few hundredths of an 
angstrom, and from there through the gamma rays dowm to wave 
lengths whose low-er limit is so far not known. All these waves 
satisfy the wave equation, all are essentially the same type, and in our 
subsequent treatment w^'e shall consider them all. 

The index of refraction n, defined in (1.9) as the ratio of the 
velocity of light in free space to the velocity in a material medium, is 
given in terms of the dielectric constant and magnetic permeability. 
Experimentally, this relation holds very accurately for radio waves, 
and in some materials for the infrared region, but it is almost never 
correct in the visible region or for shorter wave lengths. The reason 
wdll be taken up in a later chapter. It is essentially the fact that the 
dielectric constant is a function of frequency, rather than a true 
constant. The charges inside an atom or molecule, which become 
polarized to lead to the dielectric phenomena, as %ve have described 
in Chap. IV, have a certain mass and consequent inertia. For this 
reason they do not polarize instantaneously, but lag to some extent 
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behind the field that polarizes them. The treatment of Chap. IV 
holds only for the steady state, or for the static dielectric constant. 
In a latei' chapter we shall take up the time variation, showing that 
we obtain a correct picture of the variation of the index of refraction 
with frequency, or of the phenomenon of dispersion. 

2. The Relation between E and H in a Plane Wave. — If we substi- 
tute expressions of the form (1.4), with constant vectors Eo and Ho 
rather than the scalar multiplying the exponential, into MaxwelFs 
equations (1.1), we find the following equations from the various 
components of MaxwelFs equations: 

jEy = —JJijoilla 

— jEx — 

0 = —fijuilis 
-jl-h - 0 

ylly - (a- + €j(A))E:c 
= (<T + e:h)Ey 
0 = (cr + ejcc)Ez 
~~yEz = 0. 

We notice in the first place that Ez and Hz are zero; that is, there is no 
component of E or H in the direction of propagation, or the wave 
is transverse. The remaining equations can be written in the form 


Ee ^ ^ ^ 7 = ^ T 

Hy + ejo; 



( 2 . 1 ,) 


in which the various forms of the constant Za are related through (1.5). 
These express the fact that E and H are at right angles to each other, 
as well as being at right angles to the direction of propagation, and 
that the ratio of the magnitude of E to the magnitude of H is the 
constant Zq. We may write this expression in a vector form, if k is 
unit vector along the z axis; we have 


k X E = ZoH, k X H = - (2.2) 

Aiq 

In the case of empty space, we have 

where the units of Zq are most easily seen from the fact that it measures 
a ratio of E, in volts per meter, to H, in ampere-turns per meter, and 
therefore must equal volts/amperes or ohms. Because the units of 
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E/H are the same as those of impedance, the value of 2o is often 
referred to as the 'Svave impedance’' of the medium, and the particu- 
lar value (2.3) is the wave impedance of empty space, which in that 
particular case is a pure resistance, though we see from (2.1) that in a 
conducting medium there is a reactive as well as a resistive component. 

3. Electric and Magnetic Energy Density, — In our treatment of 
electrostatics and magnetostatics we worked entirely with forces 
rather than introducing the con(;ept of energy. In Sec. 3, Chap. I, 
however, we introduced the electrostatic potential, from which we 
can see at once that the energy of two charges qi and go, at a distance 
ri 2 from each other, is 


I" 


12 


47r€ori2 


(3.1) 


The total electrostatic energy of a system of charges is then the sum 
of expressions like (3.1) over ail pairs of charges. A sum over pairs 
of terms like Yu can also be written as half the doul^le sum of the 
same quantities over the indices i and j separately (omitting of course 
the case i = j ) ; the double sum includes each pair of indices twice, 
as for instance the terms Fio (for i = 1, jf = 2) and F 21 , which equals 
it (for i == 2, y = 1), and to compensate this we must have a factor 
Thus we have for the total potential energy 

i jiy i 

But the summation over j, in the expression above, is just the poten- 
tial <pi at the location of the charge Thus we may rewrite (3.2) 
in the form 

F = qiipu 

i 

If the charges are continuously distributed, we may replace the summa- 
tion over charges by an integration, replacing qi by p dv, the charge 
in the volume dv. Thus we have 

V = }4fp<pdv. (3.3) 

This is the standard expression for the energy of a system of charges, 
in terms of the charge density and the potential. 

The expression (3.3) can be rewritten in terms of the field, rather 
than of the charge and potential. We have, for the electrostatic 
case, 

E = grad div D ~ — div (e grad <p) == p, 



96 


ELECTROMAGNETISM 


[Chap. VIII 


which is the form that Poisson’s equation would take in general where 
€ may be a function of position. Using this I'esult, (3.3) takes the form 

y =: — 1,^1^ div (€ grad ip) dv. (3.4) 

But by simple vector analysis we have 

div {ecp grad <p) = <p div (e grad <p) + €(grad 

Substituting in (3.4), the energy V becomes 

V - dv + HfecpE • n da. 

If we integrate over such a large volume that (f and E are negligible 
around the surface, the surface integral vanishes, leaving us with 

V = M dv. (3.5) 


This is the expression for the electrostatic energy in terms of the 
field. Its interpretation is that we may imagine the energy to be 
localized throughout the field. 

For instance, suppose we take a condenser of capacity C, and let 
its charge at a given moment be q. Assume that we are charging the 
condenser, and that we wish to know how much work we shall have 
to do on it to charge it. To take a small additional charge dq around 
the circuit, against the difference of potential q/Cj will require an 
amount of work (q/C) dq. Thus the whole work done in setting up a 
charge Q is 


/: 




2 C' 


But if the condenser consists of two plates of area A, distance of 
separation d, filled with a dielectiic of dielectric constant e/eo, the 
value of D inside the condenser is Q/A, and the value of E is (Q/e)^. 
Since the capacity C is eA/d, we then have 


2 C 


2 ' eA 


= i {eE^)Ad. 


But, since Ad is the volume of the region in w'hich the field is different 
from zero, this agrees with the expression (3.5). Thus we see in this 
example how w^e can interpret (3.5) as meaning that energy is located 
throughout the field, with a density 

In a similar way we can consider the magnetic energy to be local- 
ized in space. A complete treatment of the magnetic case is con- 
siderably more complicated than in the electrical case, and we shall 
give only a partial discussion ; the reader who is interested in a more 
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complete treatment may find one in J. A. Stratton, Electromagnetic 
Theory j Secs. 2.14 to 2.18 (McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., New 
York, 1941). In the first place, let us consider a circuit of self- 
inductance L, carrying an instantaneous current L If i increases, the 
emf is —Ldi/dty and the work that an external emf must do to 
bring about an increase di of the current is Li{di/dt) dt == Li di. Thus 
the total work that must be done to build up a current I in the circuit is 

T = d di == liLP. 

Using Eqs. (2.1) and (2.2) of Chap. VII, this may be written 

T = MJ/ ds . A. (3.6) 

In this expression, the integration is around the circuit, I is the 
current flowing in the clement ds, and A is the vector potential at 
that point. Using an argument like that above, we can also include 
the mutual effect wlien many currents are flowing; the only difference 
is that A in (3.0) must be the resultant vector potential not only of the 
one circuit but of all circuits. If the current densities are distributed 
throughout space, the current density being J, we replace an integral 
about a circuit by a volume integral, and have 

T- (3.7j 

The analogy of this expression to (3.3) is obvious, and it shows us 
for the first time that the vector potential has much the same relation 
to the energy of currents as the scalar potential has to the energy of 
charges. 

We ma^'' now carry out a transformation, as with the electrostatic 
case, so as to write this energy T as an integration of the magnetic 
field rather than of the current density and vector potential. We have 

div (H X A) - A • curl H -- H • curl A = J • A - H • B, 

in which we have used Ampk’e^s law J == curl H in the form that holds 
for the stationary case. Using this result we may rewrite (3.7) in a 
form involving a volume integral of H • B, and a surface integral of the 
normal component of H X A. As before, if we integrate over ail 
space, we may assume that the fields are so small over the infinitely 
distant outer boundary that the surface integral vanishes, and we 
have finally 

T = H/H • B dz; = dv, (3.8) 

in which the second form holds when B — juH. In case this is not so, 
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and we have a ferromagnetic medium, the situation is much more com- 
plicated, and we shall not consider that case. The expression (3.8) is 
clearly analogous to (3.5) for the electrostatic energy. In the special 
case of the solenoid we may at once verify the result (3.8), as we did 
in the condenser for the electrostatic case. Let us take a solenoid 
of N turns, length d, area d., in a medium of permeability m/mo- If a 
current i flows in it, the magnetic field inside will be {N/d)I, and the 
induction B will be {N /d)iii. The fiu.x of B through the N turns will 
then be NA times B, or {iiNKi/d)i, so that the self-inductance vill be 
L = jiN^A/d. The magnetic energy T is then 

1 ,., l^NKifHdV 

which agrees with (3.8 J, and fits in with the assumption that the 
density of magnetic energy is 

The expression (3.5) for the electrostatic energy is convenient 
for solving certain types of problems, because we can iind the force 
on a charged body by Stating that the work done when it is displacer I 
is the change in the potential energy F, assuming the charges to 
remain fixed. For example, wo can find the force acting to pull a 
piece of dielectric from one part of a field to another, by solving the 
problem of the field distribution as a function of the location of the 
piece of dielectric, computing the energy as a function of position, 
and seeing how it changes when the dielectric moves. The correspond- 
ing magnetic problem is much more involved, however, and is dis- 
cussed by Stratton, in the reference given above. 

If we take a circuit carrying a certain current, and displace it in a 
magnetic field, keeping the field and the current constant, the work 
that we must do proves not to be dTj as we should expect at first 
sight, but —dr. On the other hand, in moving the circuit through 
the field, the flux through it has changed, and this has resulted in an 
emf in the circuit. This cmf would have resulted in a change of the 
current through the circuit, which is contrary to our hypothesis that 
the current is unchanged. Thus we must have been exerting a 
eoimter-emf to keep the current constant, and we find that the work 
that our counter-emf has had to do on the current during the displace- 
ment is just dl\ Thus the work that our counter-emf does just 
balances the %vork that we get out of the system by the displacement 
of the circuit, and the net work done is zqto. This is consistent with 
an observation that we might have made from Eq. (1.1), Chap. T, in 
which we state that the force exerted on a charge q moving with a 
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velocity v, in a magnetic induction Bj is qv X B. This force is at 
right angles to the velocity of the charge, and therefore the work done 
by it is zero. 

On the other hand, we are assuming that the field stays constant 
while the circuit is being moved. Actually this field must be produced 
by other currents in other circuits. As the circuit is moved, the flux 
produced by it at these other circuits changes, and emf^s are induced in 
them. To keep the field constant, and hence the currents in those cir- 
cuits constant, we must have been exerting counter-emf^s in those other 
circuits as \vell, and the work w'c have done to maintain those 
counter-emf^s proves again to be dT. Thus in the process we have 
a net amount of work dT, made up of —dT as th(' direct work involved 
in moving the circuit, dT in keeping the current constant in the circuit 
we are moving, and another dT in keeping the current constant in the 
circuits that produce the external magnetic field. Unless careful 
account is taken of these various terms in the energy, whose existence 
we have merely mentioned without proof, there is great danger of 
making a mistake in sign when finding the mechanical forces acting 
on a circuit from the magnetic energy. 

These relations are similar to those found in mechanics in certain 
cases, in which the kinetic energy depends on the coordinates. In 
such a case we find that the force is given by the derivative, not of the 
energy, but of the difference between the potential and kinetic energies, 
with respect to the coordinates. This difference is essentially the 
Lagrangian function. In a similar w^ay here the force is given by the 
derivative, not of the energy V + T, but of the difference V — T, 
which plays the part of a Lagrangian function, the magnetic energy T 
playing the part of a kinetic energy. This is not unnatural; for 
the electrostatic energy V results from the positions of charges, but the 
magnetic energy T results from their motions, the current i in the 
expression being proportional to the velocities of the charges, 

4. Poynting’s Theorem and Poynting^s Vector, — In the preceding 
sections we have seen that in the static case we have an energy density 
HieE- + ixIP) of electric and magnetic energy. We shall now show 
that this formula still can be used when the fields arc changing with 
time. To show this we shall first prove a mathematical theorem, 
Poynting’s theorem, and shall then show its interpretation. By a 
vector identity we have 

div (E X H) = H • curl E - E * curl H 
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where in the last expression we have used Maxwell’s equations. If 
we assume D = «E, B = we have 

div (E X H) -h \ + MfP) = -E • J. (4.1) 

This equation reminds us of an ordinary equation of continuity, 
which states that the divergence of the flux of any ciuantity, plus the 
rate at which the density of the quantity increases with time, equals 
the rate at which the quantity is produced. In other words, applying 
the equation to a small volume, it states that the rate at w^hich the 
quantity increases within the volume equals the rate at which it is 
produced within the volume, minus the rate at which it flows out 
over the surface. The quantity -E • J represents the rate at which 
energy is produced (that is, E • J represents the rate at which energy is 
lost) per unit volume on account of ordinary jouiean or resistance 
heating. Thus the quantity for which (4.1) forms the equation of 
continuity is the energy. We are then justilied in interpreting the 
quantity }4{eE- + as the energy density, extending the results 
of the preceding sections to time varying fields. At the same time, 
we must interpret the vector 

S = E X H, 

which is known as “Poyuting's vector,'^ as the flux of energy, the 
amount of energy crossing unit area perpendicular to the vector, per 
unit time. 

The conception of the energy of the electromagnetic field as resid- 
ing in the medium is a very fundamental one, and has had great 
influence in the development of the theory. Maxwell and his immedi- 
ate followers thought of the medium as resembling an elastic solid, 
the electrical energy representing the potential energy of strain of 
the medium, the magnetic energy the kinetic energy of motion. 
Though such a mechanical view is no longer held, still the energy is 
regarded as being localised in space, and as traveling in the manner 
indicated by Poynting^s vector. Thus, in a light wave, we shall show 
that there is a certain energy per unit volume, proportional to the 
square of the amplitude {E or H), This energy travels along, and 
Poynting's vector is the vector that measures the rate of flo\vq or the 
intensity of the wave. We have already seen that E and H in a plane 
wave are at right angles to each other, and at right angles to the 
direction of flow; thus E X H must be along the direction of In 

more complicated w’aves as well, Poynting^s vector points along the 
direction of the flow of radiation. If, for example, 'we have a source of 
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light, and we wish to find at what rate it is emitting energy, we snr- 
round it by a closed surface, and integrate the normal component of 
Poyntiiig’s vector over the surface. The w^hole conception of energy 
being transported in the medium is fundamental to the electromagnetic 
theory of light. 

When we come to charges and currents, however, it is a little 
harder to see the significance of the energy in the medium. For 
example, in a circuit consisting of a battery, and a wire connecting 
the plates, Poynting’s vector indicates that the energy iiows out 
of the battery through the space surrounding the wire, and finally 
flows into the wire at the point where it will be transformed into 
heat. This seems to have small physical significance. With a mov- 
ing charge, the situation is somewhat more I'easonable. A simple 
model of an electron, which was supposed before the quantum theory 
to represent its actual structure, was a sphere of radius R, on the 
surface of which the charge is distributed. Then the field R will be 
e/AweuV^ ai any point outside the sphere, where e is the charge. The. 
total electrical energy is the volume integral of (c“/32T“€o)(l/r‘0 over 
all space outside the sphere, or 

f ^ 

In the classical theory of the electron, w'hich Ave have mention(‘d, it 
is this quantity which is interpreted as being the actual constitutive 
energy of the electron, though a correction must be made of an addi- 
tional energy of a nonelectromagnetic nature that is required to keep 
the sphere in equilibrium. Neglecting this correction, we can com- 
pute the mass of the electron. For a relation of Einstein’s relativity 
theory says that a given energy has a mass, given by the relation 
energy = Hence = e'^/S'ireoE. Solving for the radius, we 

have R == 6^/87r6o?nc", a familiar formula for the radius of the electron. 
The more correct formula, inserting the correction ^ve omitted, differs 
only by a small factor. Using the values e ~ l.fiO X 10“^® coulomb, 
m = 9,1 X 10“^^ kg, c = 3.00 X 10® m/sec, €o == 8.85 X 10~^“ farad/m, 
we have R == 1.42 X 10"“^® m 5= 1.42 X 10"^® cm. Now, if this elec- 
tron moves, it will produce a magnetic field, as a current would, and 
hence will have a certoin magnetic energy. Since the magnetic field 
is proportional to the velocity (or the current), the magnetic energy 
is proportional to the square of the velocity. This can be shown 
to be the kinetic energy. Further, there Avill be a Poynting vector, 
pointing in general in the direction of travel of the electron, and 
representing the flow of energy associated with the electron. All 
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these relations prove on closer examination to be moi'e complicated 
than they seem at first sight, but they are suggestive in pointing one 
possible way to an eventual theory of the structure of the electron, 
which even the present quantum theory is unable to supply completely. 

6. Power Flow and Sinusoidal Time Variation. — We shall often 
want to find Poynting^s vector, and the energy density, in cases where 
the fields E and H are the real parts of complex exponentials such as 
that given in (L7), At a given point of space, let us assume that 
E is given by the real part of and H by the real part of 
where Eo and Ho are complex vector functions of position. Let the 
real part of Eo be Er, and the imaginary part Ei, with similar notation 
for Ho. Then E is given by 

ReiEoe^'^^) = i^6[(E,. + jEi)(cos o)t + j sin oj^)] = Er cos Ei sin o^t 
H is given by a similar expression. Poynting^s vector is then 

E X H = (Er X Hr) cos^ a)«f + (E,- X H^ sin^ o)t 

— [(Er X Hi) + (Et X Hr)] sin cos oit. 

We notice that there are tw'o types of terms: the first two, whose 
time average is different from zero, since cos^ o>t and sin® average 
to and the last term, whose time average is zero, since sin cot cos cot 
averages to zero. Thus the time average Poynting vector is 

Average (E X H) = X Hr + E^ X H^). (5.1) 

This can be rewritten in a convenient way, by using the notation of 
complex conjugates, where the complex conjugate of a complex number 
is the number obtained from the original one by changing the sign of j 
wherever it appears, and is indicated by a bar over the number. In 
terms of this notation, let us consider the quantity (E X H). This is 

(E X H) = (EoC^“0^ (Soe-^"0 

= (Eo X Ho) = (Er X jEi) X (Hr - jHi) 

= (Er X Hr + Ei X Hi) + i(Ei X Hr - Er X Hi). (5.2) 

We see that, except for the factor }4, the real part of (5.2) is just the 
same as the quantity appearing in (5.1). That is, we have 

Average (E X H) - ^Re{E X H), (5.3) 

where the E and H appearing on the right side of the equation are the 
complex quantities whose real parts give the real E and H appearing 
on the left of the equation. A similar derivation for the energy 
density shows that 

Average ' f , (5.4) 

with e similar formula for the magnetic energy. 
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6. Power Flow and Energy Density in a Plane Wave —In (2.2) we 
have found that E and H in a plane wave are at right angles to each 
other, and at right angles to the direction of propagation. In par- 
ticular, we have for a nonabsorbing medium, where Zq is real, 

I i2c(E X H) = g ^ (E • E) = i kZo(H • H). (6.1) 

That is, the flow of energy is along the direction of propagation, and 
proportional to the square of the amplitude of E or of H. Similarly 
the average electrical energy density is • E), and the average 

magnetic density is yi}x{IL » H). Because of the relation (2.1) between 
the amplitudes of E and H, \ve find easily that the average magnetic 
energy equals the average electrical energjq so that the total energy 
density is • E)* We note, from (G.i) and (2.1), together with 

(1.8), that we have the relation 

Energy flux — v X cnerg}^ density. (6.2) 

This equation has a simple meaning. If the energy were flowdng with 
velocity v, in the direction of propagation of the wave, all the energy 
contained in a cylinder of unit cross section, and height equal to r, 
would cross unit cross section per second, forming the flux. 

In a conducting medium, in which a is different from zero, E and H 
will each contain a factor so that Poynting^s vector and the 
energy density will each have a factor showing that the intensity 
is damped or attenuated by this factor in traveling along. Poynting’s 
theorem of course tells us that the energy lost to the wave as it advances 
is used up in resistive heating of the medium. We readily find that, 
in a conducting medium, the electrical energy is no longer equal to the 
magnetic energy, but as the conductivity becomes greater and greater, 
the electric energy becomes smaller and smaller compared with the 
magnetic energy, finally vanishing in the limit of infinite conductivity. 
We shall investigate these relations more completely in the next 
chapter. 

' Problems 

1. If the generation of heat per unit voliune in a conductor carrying a current 
is (rE% prove that, for a cylindrical conductor of resistance E, carrying a current i, 
the rate of generation is i^R. 

2, Given a cylindrical wire carr5ang a current. Find the values of E and H on 
the surface of the wire, computing Poyntiiig's ve(‘tor, and show that it represents a 
flow of energy into the wire. Show that the amount flowing into a given length of 
wire is just enough to supply the energy that appears as heat in the length. Note 
that the surface of a wire carrying current is not an. eciuipoteiitial, so that there 
can be a component of electric field parallel to it. 
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3. Calculate the electrical and magnetic energies in a plane wave traveling in a. 
conductor, and show by direct comparison that they are different from each other. 
What happens in the limiting cases <r 0 and tx oc , that is, insulators and perfect 
conductors? 

4. In the absence of charges, solutions of iMaxweil’s equations may be obtained 

from a vector potential A alone, setting the scalar potential equal to zero. Work 
this out for the general case of piano waves propagated along the ^ axis, showing 
that the vector potential can have two arbitrary complex amplitudes for its x and y 
components, the z dependence being in the factor From this find the 

relations between E and H in a plane wave, showing that your results are identical 
with those obtained in the text. 

6. A coaxial line of length I, inner and outer radii a and h, carries a steady 
current /. The resistance of the inner conductor is /?£, that of the outer conductor 
i?o, and the load resistance is R, Find expressions for the components of E and H 
at any point between the conductors. Show that tlie component of E parallel to 
the axis reverses direction as one moves from the inner to the outer conductor, 
and that it is zero at a radius ro given b}’' In (ro/a) = [Ri/{RQ 4” Rc)] In (6/a). 
Compute the Poynting vector, and discuss the power flow in this field. Integrates 
the radial component of the Poynting vector over the surface of both inner and 
outer conductor, and show that these integrals yield the PR losses in each. Apply 
the Poynting theorem to a volume bounded by the planes Zi and zz and the cylin- 
drical surfaces vi and tz. 

6. Consider a plane wave in empty space given by 

fix = Vl(^) Hy = 

with jS ~ w s/T^q. Show that an approximate solution to MaxwelPs equations 
can be obtained to represent a plane wave of finite cross section by considering Eq 
to be a slowly varying function of x and y and adding to the above field components 
the longitudinal components 

E, = - i and | ^ 

^ /3 ^ m dy 

By slowl 3 ^ varying is meant that the percentage change in the fields is small com- 
pared with unity if one moves a distance of one wave length in a direction trans- 
verse to the direction of propagation, so that second derivatives and products of 
first derivatives with respect to x and y may be neglected. 

7. Prove that, if a piece of steel is magnetized by an alternating current, the 
energy loss per cycle due to hysteresis is given hy • dB per unit volume. 

8. A magnetic circuit of uniform cross section consists of two sections separated 
by air gaps of length so small that fringing may be neglected. Consider the process 
of increasing the air-gap lengths each an infinitesimal amount, maintaining the 
magnetizing current constant. Compute the change in magnetic field energy and 
the work done by the emf that maintains the magnetizing current constant during 
the displacement. From this obtain the mechanical work done in effecting the 
displacement, and show that the force with which the two sections attract each 
other is given by B^A/fAQ, where A is the cross section of the magnetic circuit. 



CHAPTER IX 

ELECTRON THEORY AND DISPERSION 

In Chap. VIII we investigated the propagation of plane waves 
in a medium with a given dielectric constant and conductivity. We 
have seen that in a nonconducting nonmagnetic medium a wave is 
propagated with a velocity c//i, where c is the velocity of light in 
empty space, n the index of refraction, which is equal to In a 

conducting medium, there is a damped wave, whose propagation 
constant, determining both the velocity of propagation and the rate 
of absorption, is given by Eq. (1.5), Chap. VIII, predicting a definite 
variation of propagation properties with frequency. These two formu- 
las give a very straightforward way of testing the electromagnetic 
theory of light: we can measure the dielectric constant and conductiv- 
ity of a material, and see if its optical index of refraction and absorption 
coefficient are properly related to these constants. One of the first 
observations after the formulation of Maxwelhs theory was that these 
relations are not fulfilled by real substances. The departures between 
observation and the simple theory have been very useful in gaining a 
knowledge of the structure of actual dielectrics and conductors. 
Briefly, the discrepancy between theory and experiment is explained 
by supposing that the dielectric constant and conductivity are func- 
tions of frequency; a large part of the electron theory of solids is 
devoted to an explanation of the nature of this frequency variation. 

The experimental situation is much clearer than it "was in Max- 
well’s day, because of the wider ranges of the spectrum that have 
been explored in the meantime. We shall first describe the situation 
for dielectrics without conductivity. For long radio wave lengths, 
waves can be propagated with a velocity given by the index of refrac- 
tion determined from the static dielectric constant. As the frequency 
increases, however, the index of refraction starts to increase, until 
somewhere in the spectrum it goes through a maximum, then drops 
suddenly, and begins to increase again. The phenomenon of change 
of index of refraction with frequency is called “dispersion,” and the 
sudden drop we have just mentioned is called “anomalous dispersion.” 
In the neighborhood of a region of anomalous dispersion, there is 
absorption, even when the material does not absorb elsewhere; the 
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7. Prove that, if a piece of steel is magnetized by an alternating current, the 
energy loss per cycle due to hysteresis is given by * dB per unit volume. 

8. A magnetic circuit of uniform cross section consists of two sections separated 

by air gaps of length so small that fringing may be neglected. Consider the process 
of increasing the air-gap lengths each by an infinitesimal amount, maintaining the 
magnetizing current constant. Compute the change in magnetic field energy and 
the work done hy the emf that maintains the magnetizing current constant during 
the displacement. From this obtain the mechanical work done in effecting the 
displacement, and show that the force with which the two sections attract each 
other is given by where A is the cross section of the magnetic circuit. 
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In Chap. VIII we investigated the propagation of plane waves 
in a medium with a given dielectric constant and conductivity. We 
have seen that in a nonconducting nonmagnetic medium a wave is 
propagated with a velocity c/u, where c is the velocity of light in 
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las give a very straightforward way of testing the electromagnetic 
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ity of a material, and see if its optical index of refraction and absorption 
coefficient are properly related to these constants. One of the first 
observations after the formulation of Maxwelfis theory was that these 
relations are not fulfilled by real substances. The departures between 
observation and the simple theory have been very useful in gaining a 
knowledge of the structure of actual dielectrics and conductors. 
Briefly, the discrepancy between theory and experiment is explained 
by supposing that the dielectric constant and conductivity are func- 
tions of frequency; a large part of the electron theory of solids is 
devoted to an explanation of the nature of this frequency variation. 

The expeiumental situation is much clearer than it was in Max- 
well’s day, because of the wider ranges of the spectrum that have 
been explored in the meantime. We shall first describe the situation 
for dielectrics without conductivity. For long radio wave lengths, 
waves can be propagated with a velocity given by the index of refrac- 
tion determined from the static dielectric constant. As the frequency 
increases, however, the index of refraction starts to increase, until 
somewhere in the spectrum it goes through a maximum, then drops 
suddenly, and begins to increase again. The phenomenon of change 
of index of refraction with frequency is called “dispersion,” and the 
sudden drop we have just mentioned is called “anomalous dispersion,” 
In the neighborhood of a region of anomalous dispersion, there is 
absorption, even when the material does not absorb elsewhere; the 
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index of refraction and absorption coefficient in this neighborhood 
behave much like the reactance and resistance of a resonant electric 
circuit. Most materials have several regions of anomalous dispersion 
and absorption, in different pai’ts of the spectrum. Many materials, 
for instance, have absorption in the infrared, and practically all 
materials absorb in the ultraviolet. Materials that absorb in the 
visible part of the spectrum are those which appear colored. By the 
time we go through the ultraviolet to the X-ray region, anomalous 
dispersion has stopped, and the index of refraction of all materials has 
become almost exactly unity; it is for this reason that lenses and 
prisms are practically iraj30ssible in the X~ray region. The absorption 
has also largely dec^reased in the X-ray region, and it is for that reason 
that X rays can penetrate so many types of materials. Passing 
beyond, to the region of gamma rays, all materials become rather 
transparent and nonndracting. 

For coiiduc tors, we fo und in Eq. (1.5), Chap. VIII, that y is 
given hy jw \/(e — io‘/w)/x. We see that as the frequency approaches 
zero the second term in the radical becomes infinitely greater in magni- 
tude than the first. Thus at low frequencies the optical properties of a 
conductor are determizicd entirely by the conductivity, and not by 
the dielectric constant; in fact, there is no experimental way of finding 
the dielectric constant of a good conductor at low frequencies. The 
values of a- for good conductors, such as metals, are such that c/e 
does not become comparable with w until we reach frequencies in the 
visible part of the spccti’um. It is found experimentally that the 
optical properties of metals are well described by this simple theory 
through the radio-frequency, microwave, and infrared parts of the 
spectrum, and that, as we should expect, the dielectric effects bogiri 
to be important in the visible region. The situation there, however, 
is much more complicated than would be indicated by Eq. (1.5), 
Chap. VI IT; for by then, there is good evidence that both e and a vary 
in complicated ways with the frequency. The variation of e for a 
metal is not unlike that for a dielectric; tliere is anomalous dispersion, 
and consequent absorption, superposed on the conductivity. As we 
go through the ultraviolet to the X-ray region, the effect of conductiv- 
ity becomes negligible, and metals are no more absorbing than other 
materials. 

We shall now examine the way in which simple electronic models 
of dielectrics and conductors can lead to variations of dielectric con- 
stant and conductivity with frequency which are in at least qualitative 
agreement with the observations. 
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1, Dispersion in Gases, — In Chap. IV^ we described the nature 
of dielectric polarization, stating that it can arise in two ways: from 
the polarization of the atoms or molecules, by the displacement of the 
electrons in them; and by orientation of dipoles already existing, under 
the action of the external field. We shall discuss only the first type 
of polarization in the present chapter. We shall find in a later section 
that, in a solid or liquid, the problem of polarization is complicated 
by the interactions between the molecules or atoms; but in a gas, the 
molecules are far enough apart so that we can neglect the interactions 
between them. Each molecule contains charges that can be displaced 
under the action of an external field, and these charges act as if they 
were held to positions of equilibrium by restoring forces proportional 
to the displacement. Thus in a static case an electron of charge c is 
acted on by tlm force eE of the external electric field, and —ax, a 
linear restoring force, proportional to the displacement a:, with a 
constant of propoi^tionality a. The displacement is then x — {c/a)E, 
tmd the induced dipole moment ex = {e-/a)E. Thus the polarizability 
a of a molecule is e^/a, and using Eq, (2.4) of Chap. TV, the dielectric 
constant is given by 

Ke=l + N—, ( 1 . 1 ) 

aeo 

where N is the number per unit volume. 

The value (1.1) is the static value. If the external field varies 
with time, we must take account of the fact that the electron has a 
mass m, thus possessing inertia. We shall also introduce, in addition 
to the external electric force and the elastic restoring force, a damping 
force proportional to the velocity, to account for the absorption. The 
equation of motion for the electron is then 

T (It 

m ^ + mg ~ = eE, (1.2) 

where we have rewritten the linear restoring force in terms of a com 
stant If E varies sinusoidally with time, as the real part of an 

expression containing the exponential factor we can then solve 
(1.2), as always in determining the forced oscillations of a linear 
oscillator, by assuming that x vaiies also as We then find 

wg w- + jasg 

That is, the electron vibrates with the same frequency as the external 
field, but with an amplitude depending on the frequency. If we have 
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Nk electrons per unit volume characterized by constants m and gk^ the 
polarization is 


P 



NhC^/m 

(al — 0}^ + jcagk 


and the dielectric constant is 


= 1 + 


Zv COfc 


Njoe^/meo 


+ jojgk 


( 1 . 3 ) 


In the limit of low frequencies, where w can be neglected, this reduces 
essentially to the value (1.1), the static dielectric constant, but at each 
of the resonant frequencies cok there is a phenomenon such as is found 
Avith the impedance of an electric circuit, near its resonant frequency. 
The magnitude of the dielectric constant varies rapidly with frequency, 
and at the same time it becomes complex, leading to absorption, as well 
as dispersion. 

It is convenient, in an absorbing medium, to introduce an absorp- 
tion coefficient /c, as well as an index of refraction n, by the relation 


y = j - (n ^ jk)j 
Then we have 

(n - jky = 

For a gas, there are few enough molecules so that the second term of 
(1.3) is small compared with unity. Thus we have approximately 


n — jk = 14 - 




Nke^/m eo 
at - 


+ joJQk 


and, if we separate into real and imaginary parts, we obtain 

« - . , 1 V (NkeWnieo){ccl - 

'■^24 (col - a>=)^ + 

k 

= 1 V {Nke‘^/m€Q)icgk 

2 + CO Vi 


If we consider these two quantities as functions of frequency, they 
show the properties we have already discussed. As the frequency 
increases, the index of refraction goes through a phenomenon of 
anomalous dispersion in the neighborhood of each of the resonance 
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frequencies the index eventually aiDproaching unity, and being 
in fact slightly less than unity, for very large values of frequency; 
while the absorption coefficient is small everywhere except near each 
of the resonance frequencies. The behavior of n and k near resonance 
is as shown in Fig. 24. 

2. Dispersion in Liquids and Solids. — In the case of solids and 
liquids we may no longer make the approximation that the force 
acting on an elccti'on is simply the 
electric vector of the electromag- 
netic wave in free space, but must 
take into account the added force on 
the electron due to the polarization 
of the body. We can calculate this 
force as follows: we imagine a 
small sphere of radius R (with its 
center at the position of the electron 
in question) cut out of the medium. 

If we do this, without disturb- 
ing the distribution of polariza- 
tion outside the sphere, we have 
induced charges on the surface 
of this spherical volume from which w^e calculate the force at the 
center of the sphere. The surface density of induced charge on a 
spherical ring at an angle 6 to the direction of the field is P cos 6. 
Since the ax'ea of a ring included between angles B and ^ is 
2'kR^ sin d do, the charge on the ring is 2tPR- cos B sin B dO. This 
charge produces a field at the center of the sphere whose component 
parallel to E is 

27rPR^ cos“ 6 sin B dO 
dEi = 3 > 



Fig. 24. — Anoinaloiiti dispersiozi, 
showing index of refraction and absorp- 
tion coefficient as function of frequency. 


SO that the total charge on the spherical surface produces a field at the 
center equal to 


El 


P r P 

I cos^ B sin 0 dB — 5 — 
yo 


The total electric field at the center of this sphere is then 


E + 


3eo’ 


Of course, there is still the contribution to the force by the atoms 
inside the little sphere we have cut out, but in an isotropic medium 
this averages to zero. 
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We can now carry over our calculations for gases if we replace E by 
{E + P/36o) in the expression for x. Thus we get 


p = u 


3eo/ wf. — 05“ + jwgji 


and using the relations D = Kc^oE = eoP + P, wo have 


S + f E, 

060 o 


and we find for iCe 


iCe — 1 _ {n — jT)“ — 1 _ 2 "V Nke^/7neo 

Ke + 2 ” {71 — JA')“ + 2 3 - 05^ + joiQh 

h 


Tf N represents the number of atoms per unit volume, and if//,, is the 
fraction of atoms of the Jdh ty^pe, so that AT — /a-A^ we may rewrite it 


{n - jk)- - 1 ^ 1 V 

{ii — j7c)^ + 2 A^ 3 Z/ 07% ctj“ + j^Qk 


In this formula, the quantities //;, which are independent of the num- 
ber of atoms per unit volume, are often called the ^‘oscillator strengths 
of the various resonances. 

For a transparent substance, where we can neglect the damping 
force, and the index of refraction is real, we have for a given frequency 
of light 

71^ — 1 1 . . 

~ constant, 

rr + 2 po 


where po is the density of the body, obviously proportional to Ab 
This law, known as the Lorenz-Lorentz law, is surprisingly well obeyed 
for many substances. In many cases it even gives approximately 
correctly the relationship between the index of refraction of a liquid 
and of its vapor. In the limit of very long electromagnetic waves, 
and for the electrostatic case, we have 


Ke — 1 1 . , 

— p—— r=: constant, 
Kc + 2 PQ 


the so-called “ Clausius- Aloeotti relation^’ between dielectiic constant 
and density. 

There is a different way of handling dispersion in liquids and 
solids, equivalent to this, but exhibiting the result in different form. 
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We shall consider only the case where there is but one type of oscillat/- 
ing electron. In (1.2) we replace the right side by e{E + P/Seo), 
but also we write P = NeXj which would be the relation for only one 
type of electroiij and incorporate the term in x in the left side of the 
equation, so that the equation becomes 


Px . dx , / „ 

w — + + m f a>g 


~ } X — eE, 

Seom/ 


dt^ ‘ dt 

Solving as in (1.3), we then find 

(n-^jkr^ 1 + 

oiQ — + J0)g 

Ne- 


Zeoiri 
Ne^/77io 


where 


aJq — COq 


SeoVl 


( 2 . 2 ) 

( 2 . 3 ) 


That is, we have the same t 3 qie of anomalous dispersion that we 
found in (1.3) for a gas, but with the resonant frequency displaced 
according to (2.3). If there are various resonant frequencies, it is 
no longer a simple matter to prove that a solution like (1.3) can be 
set up, but the proof can be given, by methods similar to those used 
in discussing the normal coordinates of a coupled vibrating system 
in classical mechanics. We note that, since N is proportional to the 
density, the resonant frequencies appearing in a formula of the type 
of (2.2) vary with the density, whereas the frequencies appearing in the 
Lorenz-Lorentz formula (2.1) are independent of density. 

3. Dispersion in Metals. — The simple electron theory of metals 
assumes that free electrons wander about among fixed ions, and 
carry the cuiTent. On the average there is no i^esultant force acting 
on the electrons, except the external field, so that there is a force eE 
acting on them. The equation of motion is thus similar to (1.2), 
except that there is no restoring force, so that o>o is zero. We must 
assume a damping force, proportional to the velocity, and we find 
that it is simply related to the conductivity, according to Ohm^s law. 
For in the case of a constant external field, the electrons will acquire 
constant velocity, which by (1.2) will be eE/mgj so that, if N is the 
number of conducting electrons per unit volume, the current density is 


J == Nev 


Ne^E 

mg 




mg 


( 3 . 1 ) 


This holds only for a steady field, however. If E varies as then 
we find from (1.2) that " “ ’7 , 

0- r= j j—, ; 

mg -Y * 
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so that the conductivity varies with frequency, vanishing with infinite 
frequency. In considering propagation, we have seen in Eq. (1.5), 
Chap, vill, that the combination Ke — ier/a;eo is to be used in place 
of the dielectric constant in a transparent medium. Using (1,3) for 
K^, this gives 


iVcVmeo 
— + jiog 


V Nke^/meo 

A/ 0)1 - + jo)gk 


in which it is clear that the term coming from the conductivity has 
just the same form as the other terms, except for having its resonant 
frequency equal to zero. Separating real and imaginary parts of 
(3.2), and using (3.1), where we shall now use a for its value at zero 
frequency, we may rewrite (3.2) in the form 

1 1 V (iVfceVm6o)(cu| gj^) 

^ 1 + coV(/‘^ ^ (^1 “* 

cr 1 , V (Ah:cVmeo)(co{7A:) 

caeo 1 + (<^fc ““ 



We notice that as the frequency becomes low compared with 
(r/6o, which for good conductors is in the ultraviolet part of the spec- 
trum, the first term in the product nk becomes large compared with 
unity, masking the effect of the bound electrons. The difference 
^2 _ ^,2 become correspondingly large, so that in the limit o f 

low frequencies, n becomes equal to kj and both approach \/<T/2o)eo, 
neglecting co compared with g. However, it is only at low frequencies 
that these simplifications occur. As the frequency enters the near 
infrai'ed or visible region, it becomes of the same order of magnitude 
as both cr/eo and so that the contributions of the free electrons 
become complicated, and at the same time nk decreases so that the 
contributions of the bound electrons become important. It is thus 
natural that experimentally the curves of ~ and nk throughout 
the visible part of the spectrum are very complicated, though they can 
be fitted fairly accurately wdth formulas of the type we have derived, 
assuming bound as well as free electrons. In the ultraviolet, the 
contributions of the free electrons become small compared with those 
of the bound electrons having resonance in that region, and a metal 
does not behave essentially differently from an insulator. 

4. The Quantum Theory and Dispersion. — The picture of dis- 
persion and of the optical properties of dielectrics and metals that 
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we have presented is based on simple classical models of the behavior 
of electrons in those materials. We have assumed that dielectrics 
contain electrons held to positions of eciuilibrium by linear restoring 
forces, subject to resistances proportional to their velocity, and we 
have assumcKl the conduction electrons in a metal to be similar, except 
that they have no restoring forces, but only resistance. The theory 
in this form was developed by Drude and Lorentz, in the early days 
of the electron theory. It has proved in practice to be so good as to 
surprise one, when the crudity of the assumptions is considered. The 
real electrons in atoms, molecules, and metals, as we now know from 
the quantum theory, behave very differently from our simple picture, 
but it is a remarkable fact that the quantum theory leads essentially 
to a justification of our mathematical formulation, though not of the 
simple hypotheses underlying it. According to the quantum theory, 
as is well known, atoms, molecules, and other systems have certain 
energy levels in which they can exist, and the emission and absorption 
of radiation are associated with transitions between energy levels, 
the frequency v associated with two levels Ei and Eo being given by 
Planck’s relation E% — Ex = kv, where h is Planck’s constant. Atoms 
and molecules have only a discrete set of excited energy levels, so that 
from the ground state they can absorb a discrete set of definite fre- 
quencies. Metals, on the other hand, have a continuum of excited 
levels, associated with the free electrons. 

In the quantum theory, we can investigate the behavior of an 
atom, molecule, or metal, under the action of an external radiation 
field. We find, by application of certain perturbation methods, that 
the effect of the atom on the field can be replaced by an equivalent 
set of linear oscillators, associated with the various transitions that 
are allowed by Planck’s relation. Each oscillator has a resonant 
frequency’’ given by one of the allowed transitions. With N atoms 
per unit volume, however, do not have the equivalent of N oscillat- 
ing electrons per unit volume of each of the frequencies; we have 
instead only W/, where /is a fraction, sometimes called the “oscillator 
strength,” and which can be calculated by quantum mechanics. We 
further find that the oscillators have not only resonant frequencies, 
but also damping terms, which can be correlated with the broadening 
of the upper and lower states, by’’ collisions with other atoms and 
other perturbing processes. Thus the net result of the quantum 
discussion is a theory mathematically equivalent to the one developed 
in the present chapter, but with quite a different physical interpreta- 
tion. It is for this reason that a purely classical discussion of dis- 
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persion, such as we have given, is of real physical importance, and not 
merely an academic matter. 

In metals, the quantum theory also leads to quite a different picture 
from an elementary classical theory. Electrons are not governed by 
classical statistics, but by Fermi statistics, as a result of which the 
electrons in a metal are not at rest in the absence of a field, as our 
classical equation of motion would suggest, but actually are in continu- 
ous motion with a very high velocity. In the absence of an external 
field, however, as many are traveling in one direction as in the opposite 
direction, so that there is no net current. In the presence of a field, 
the electrons gain an average acceleration that is essentially what 
corresponding classical electrons would experience, though in most 
cases they have an effective mass that is different from their classical 
mass, because of the structure of the energy bands of the metal. The 
electrons, once they are accelerated, are subject, in quantum theory 
as in our classical picture, to a frictional resistive force, but we can 
give a physical explanation of the friction, instead of merely postulating 
it. The electrons have many of the properties of waves, as is observed 
experimentally in electron diifraction, and these waves are scattered 
by the irregularities in the metal produced by the thermal oscillations 
of the atoms. It is this scattering which produces the effect of fric- 
tion, dissipating any average momentum that the electrons may 
acquire. Thus the quantum theory eventually arrives at a picture 
of the electrons in a metal that is not unlike that of elementary classical 
theory, and the quantum theory of the interaction of metals with a 
radiation field essentially verifies the simple theory that we have 
described in this chapter. 

This brief discussion of the relation of the classical theory of dis- 
persion to the quantum theory is not expected to give a clear idea 
of the quantum phenomena to one not already familiar with them, 
but is intended merely to make it plain that, as we have already 
mentioned, the classical theory of dispersion is of great importance 
physically, furnishing a description of experimental facts that in its 
broad outlines is correct, and correlates with the quantum theory. 

Problems 

1. Show that, in the case of normal dispersion for the visible spectrum where 
there is an absorption band in the ultraviolet, the index of refraction can be written 
as 

. . . 

^ ^ ^ J 

where X is the wave length in vacuum and 4., B, C are constants. 
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If there is also absorption in the infrared, show that the index of refraction is 
then given by 

= A + I + ” + • • • - A'\^ - B'V • • • . 

2, Measurements of H 2 gas give the following values of the index of refraction: 


X in 

A 

(n ~ 1)10'^ 

5,402 

.200 

1,396 

4,078, 

.991 

1,426 

3,342 

.438 

1,461 

2,894 

.452 

1,499 

2,535 

.500 

1,547 

2,302 

.870 

1,594 

1,935. 

.846 

1,71S 

1,854, 

.637 

1,700 


Using the expression in Prob. 1 for 71 ^ in recipi’ocal powers of X, calculate the best 
values of and C. If the measurements are made at room temperature and 

atmosph(iric pressure, cidciiLate the resonant frequency a>o and wave length from 
these constants. 

3. Prove that in the case of anomalous dispersion for gases the maximum and 
minimum values of n occur at tlie positions where the absorption coefTicient reaches 
half its inaxinium value. Find the relation between gi: and the half width of the 
absorption band. Assume gjo^k « 1. 

4. For the D line of sodium the following values of the constants in the disper- 
sion formula are found: 


<*,0 - 3 X 10^^; 


g ^2 X 




meo 


1023 . 


Plot the index of refraction 7i and the absorption coefficient k as a function of the 
frequency of the light. Find the maximum and minimum values of the index of 
refraction n. Find the maximum value of the absorption coefficient k and the 
half witlth of the absorption band in angstrom ujiits. 

6. Show that for gases the Lorenz-Lorentz law takes the approximate form 

s- constant. The following measurements have been made on air (po 

O PCI 

given in arbitrary units) • 


Calculate 


2 n 


1 , 
and 


PO 

n 

1.00 

1.0002929 

14.84 

1 .004338 

42.13 

1.01241 

69.24 

1.02044 

96.16 

1.02842 

123.04 

1.03633 

149.53 

1.04421 

176.27 

1.05213 

~ for each of these mea 


3 po 

constancy of the results (calculate to tour significant figures). 
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6. The indices of refraction for the sodium D line, and densities in grams per 
cubic centimeter of some liquids at 15°C are 


Liquid 

Po 

1 

71 

Water 

0.9991 

1.3337 

Carbon bisulphide 

1.2709 

1.6320 

Ethyl ether 

0.7200 

1.3558 


Calculate the indices of refraction for the vapors at 0°C and 7G0 mm pressure. 
The observed values for the vapors are 1.000250, 1.0014S, and 1.00152, respectively. 

7. The quantity ^Xjr 2 )^ called the “refractivity” of a substance if m 

denotes its mass. Prove that the refractivities of mixtures of substances equal 
the sum of the refractivities of the constituents. (Neglect damping forces from 
the start.) 

8. Show that the molecular refractivity of a compound, defined as 

where il/ is the molecular weight, is equal to the sum of the atomic refractivities of 
the atoms of which the compound is formed. (Neglect damping forces.) 

9. For the following gases we have the following values of {?i 1)« extrapolated 

to long wave lengths: 


Gas (n - 1)^ • 10- 

Hs 136.35 

N 2 294.6 

O 2 265.3 


Calculate the values of (n 1)« for the following gases: H2O, NH3, NO, N2O4, O3. 
The measured values are 246.6, 364.6, 288.2, 496.5, 483.6, all times 10®. Find the 
percentage discrepancy between the calculated and observed values. 



CHAPTER X 


REFLECTION AND REFRACTION 
OF ELECTROMAGNETIC WAVES 

In Chap. VIII we investigated the behavior of a plane wave in a 
homogeneous medium, and showed that it is propagated with a veloc- 
ity equal to the velocity in free space, divided by the index of refrac- 
tion. Next in Chap. IX we investigated the physical nature of 
various types of media, and found the features leading to various 
indices of refraction, their variation with tvave length, and to the 
absorption that often accompanies dispersion. Now ^ve shall consider 
wliat happens at an infinite plane boundary betw’-een two semi-infinite 
media of different indices of refraction, such for instance as free space 
and a dielectric, or free space and a metallic conductor. W^e sliall 
be led to the familiar law^s of reflection and refraction, laws that 
were established, before the electromagnetic theory, merely from 
general w^ave theory. To consider the behavior at the boundary, we 
must find the boundary conditions holding at a surface of discontinuity 
between two media. 

1, Boundary Conditions at a Surface of Discontinuity. — In each of 
our two media, we assume that the solution of Max^velPs equations 
that we desire is a plane wave, just as in an infinite medium. At the 
boundary between the media, however, certain boundary conditions 
are to be met, and these demand that there be definite relations 
betw’een the waves in the tw^o media. These conditions have been 
derived earlier, in Eq. (3.3) of Chap. IV for the electric vectors, and 
in Eq. (3.2) of Chap. VI for the magnetic ones. We rewrite them: 

Normal components of D and B are continuous, 

Tangential components of E and H are continuous, (1.1) 

at a surface that contains no charge and current. These conditions 
will prove to be enough to derive the complete laws of reflection and 
refraction; in fact, the conditions on D and B follow from the others, 
and are not necessary for the derivation. We shall find that in general 
we cannot satisfy them without postulating three separate plane 
waves: an incident and a reflected w'ave in one medium, a refracted 
wave in the other medium. By arguments like those of elementary 
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optics, im^olving just the matching up. of wave fronts on both sides 
of the surface of separation, we can prove the simple laws of reflection 
and refraction: that the angles of incidence and reflection are equal, and 
Snell’s law of refraction. We can go further than this, however, and 
compute the intensities of the reflected and refracted waves, and 
hence the reflection coefficients, embodied in Fresnel’s equations. 

We shall first prove the laws of reflection and refraction, and then 
Fresnel’s equations. Then we shall take up two more complicated 
cases, which cannot be handled by the most elementary methods: 
total internal reflection, in which there is an exponentially damped 
wave of an interesting type in the rarer medium, which does not lead 
to a flow of power into the medium; and reflection and refraction by a 
conducting medium such as a metal, in which Snell’s law of refraction 
does not hold in its simple form. In ail this discussion, we notice that 
our treatment holds for any part of the spectimm with equal validity, 
from the longest electromagnetic or radio waves, through the visible 
region, to the X rays and gamma rays. The only difference is that the 
index of refraction and absolution coefficient vary with wave length, 
in the manner we took up in the preceding chapter. These quantities 
will appear as constants in our present discussion, however, which will 
deal throughout with monochromatic waves, of a definite wavelength. 

2. The Laws of Reflection and Refraction. — ^Let us assume that the 
surface of separation is = 0, and that the medium with negative z 
has constants n, e, and that for positive values has with cor- 

responding indices of refraction and absorption coefficients n, /c, and 
n', Let the incident wave be in the medium with negative and 
let its wave normal have direction cosines Z, m, n. Then, in a non- 
absorbing medium, which alone we consider in the present section, the 
exponential factor representing the wave propagation is 

(2 1 ) 

where v = c/n is the velocity of propagation. We shall simplify by 
assuming that the wave normal is in the xz plane, and that the angle 
of incidence, or angle between the wave normal and the z axis, is i; 
then we have I = sin i, m = 0, n = cos i, so that (2.1) may be rewritten 

'(® 8m t4-« oojs 2) 

Similarly in the medium with positive z, there -will be a wave propa- 
gated at an angle r with the normal, r being the angle of refraction; its 
corresponding exponential factor is 


aia r-f -2 cob 


(2.3) 
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Along the surface of separation, 2 ; = 0, the two exponentials must 
agree; for otherwise, even if we were able to satisfy boundary condi- 
tions at one point, these would not hold at other points of the surface. 
Thus we must have 

sin i V n' . 

~ — — ^ — — , (2.4) 

sin T V n 


which is SnelFs law of refraction. Our derivation is simply the 
analytical statement of the elemental’}’' fact that the wave fronts in 
the two media must match each other. In addition to the refracted 
wave, we can set up in the first medium a reflected wave, whose z 
component of propagation is reversed, with the exponential 

sin i—s «oa i)/v] ^2 5) 

Along the plane s = 0, this exponential agrees with the other two, so 
that the boundary conditions can be satisfied; and a little consideration 
shows that it satisfies the law of reflection, that the angle of reflection 
equals the angle of incidence i. 

3. Reflection Coefficient at Normal Incidence. — We shall next set 
up the values of the electric and magnetic vectors on both sides of 
the boundary, use the boundary conditions (1.1), and derive the 
relations between the amplitudes of incident, reflected, and refracted 
waves. As a preliminary simple case, let us consider the case of 
normal incidence, when i and r are zero, so that the exponentials 
(2.2), (2.3), and (2.5) are independent of There will be no normal 
components of B and B, since the fields are transverse to the direction 
of propagation, which in this case is the z axis. In the incident wave, 
let E be along the x axis, H along the y axis. From Eq. (2.1) of 
Chap, VIII, we have 



Similarly for the refracted wave we assume E is along x, H along y, 
and have 


K 

H'y 


Z', 



(3.2) 


For the reflected wave, either E or H must be reversed in phase with 
respect to the incident wave, since the wave travels in the opposite 
direction. Thus we have 





(3.3) 
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Our boundary conditions may then be stated mth respect to E : 

E, + E': = Ei, ^ (E, - E'l) = El 

Eliminating £7!^, we find for the ratio of reflected to incident amplitude 


m - Vt'/i,' ^ Z'o-Zo 

E. v^7^ + v?7y + ^ (3-4) 

The ratio of reflected H to incident except for the change of sign, 
is the same; thus the ratio of reflected power to incident power, or 
the reflection coefficient for power, is the square of the quantity given 
in (3.4). 

In most common cases, the media are nonmagnetic, and 


the value characteristic of free space. In this case, from (1,9), 
Chap. YIIT, the square roots in (3.4) arc proportional to the cor- 
responding indices of refraction, and the reflection coefficient for 
power is 

Reflection coefficient for power = (3.5) 


We note that, if n and n-' are interchanged, or the incident wave is 
approaching the surface from the other side, the reflection coefficient 
is unchanged; a surface ahvays reflects equally in both directions. 
The reflection coefficient is of course less than unity. We can easily 
find ^7^, the amplitude of the refracted wave, if we choose, and show 
that the power carried to the surface by the incident wave is split up 
between the reflected and refracted waves, so that, if any energy is in 
the refracted wave, the reflected wave must be weaker than the inci- 
dent, and the reflection coefficient must be less than unity. For 
instance, for a wave of light reflected at a surface between glass and 
air, we have n = 1 for air, and about 1.5 for glass; in this case the 
coefficient is (0.5)V(2.5)^ = Hsj showing that only 4 per cent of the 
intensity is reflected from a glass plate at normal incidence. 

4* FresnePs Equations. — Next we take the case of an arbitrary 
angle of incidence. Here we meet the question of polarisation. The 
vector E is at right angles to the direction of propagation, but that 
does not fix the direction uniquely, and it is said that the wave is 
polarized in a particular direction if its electric vector (or, according 
to an alternative convention, its magnetic vector) points in that direc- 
tion. Let us then consider the two extreme cases. We take the wave 
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normal of the incident wave to be in the xz plane, as before. Then 
we consider the case where the electric vector is along the y axis, and 
the case where it is in the xz plane, as in Fig. 25. In case 1, the y axis 
points down into the paper, E and E' point down, and E" points up; in 
case 2, H, H's and H" all point down, along the y axis. We now discuss 
these cases separately. 



Fig. 25, — Vectors in reflection and refraction. Case 1: y axis points down into the 
paper. E and E' point down, E'^ points up. Case 2; II, IF' all point down. 

Case 1. — ^The electric vector is along the y axis, or at right angles 
to the plane of incidence. All vectors depend on space in the way 
indicated by (2.2) for the incident wave, (2.3) for the refracted wave, 
and (2.5) for the reflected wave. From the figure, we see that for 
the incident wave Hx ~ —{Ey/ZQ) cos i, where Zq is given in (3.1). 
Similarly for the refracted wave, = — (J?^/ZJ) cos r, and for the 
reflected wave if* — — (E"/Zo) cos i. Hence we have the following 
relations: 


Tangential component of E : — Ey = Ey. 

Tangential component ofK: -(Ey + B'') ^ -E' 

2!/o /fo 

Remembering SnelFs law, the second may be rewiitten 


Ey + E" 


ii tan 
' y' tan r 


From this at once, multiplying the first by (iu/M')(tan t/tan r), and 
subtracting, we have 


Ey 



Ey _ y, tan i — y! tan r 
y tan i + y' tan r 
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If both media are nonmagnetic, so that /x == m', as is usually the case, 
this becomes 


Ey _ ban i — tan r _ sin i cos r — cos i sin r 
tan i + tan r ”” sin i cos r -f cos e sin r 
K _ sin (?: - r) , 

Ey sin {i + r) ^ > 

This gives the amplitude of the reflected wave, and is one of Fresnel’s 
equations. We note that, as i and r become zero, the law of refrac- 
tion becomes i/r == i = Thus, in the limit of normal 

incidence, the I'atio approaches (77/ — ?i)/(n' + n), as we found above 
(when we correct the signs for the different convention used here). 
We also note, in the other extreme of tangential or grazing incidence, 
that i = 90®, so that the ratio is [sin (90® --- r)]/[sin (90° + r)] ~ 1. 
That is, the reflection coefficient equals unity for grazing incidence. 
The formula gives a monotonic increase of amplitude as the angle of 
incidence increases. 

Case 2, — ^The electric vector is in the xz plane, or in the plane of 
incidence. We let H be along the y axis in all waves, and let Ej 
E\ E^' be the magnitudes of E in the three waves. Then Hy = jB/Zo, 
H[ ~ E^/Zq, By = jZ^, For the components of the electric vec- 
tors, we have Ex — E cos Ei = E' cos r, E^ = cos i. Then 
we have 

Tangential component of E : (.B — W') cos i = E^ cos r 

(E + E"') E' 

Tangential component of H : 


We may rewrite the first as E — E" == E' (cos ?ycos i), the second as, 
E + E^' — (Zo/ZS)jB'. Multiplying the first by 


-^0 Vy\nJ W W?/ 

the second by cos r/cos f, and subtracting, we have 


(A 

sin i 

cos r\ 

-■= E" (A 

sin i 

CO«A 


sin T 

cos ij 


sin r 

cos %/ 


El 

E 


— M sin i cos i — y,' sin r cos r 


H sin i cos i + sin r cos r 
If we can use the trigonometric relations 
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sin {i ± r) cos {i + r) 

= (sin i cos r ± cos i sin r)(cos i cos r ± sin ^ sin r) 

= sin i cos i{cos>^ r + sin^ r) ± sin r cos ?’(siii^ i + cos^ i) 
= sin i cos i ± sin r cos r. 

Hence we have 

E" _ sin {i — r) cos ji + r) _ tan (^ — r) . 

E sin (^ + r) cos — r) tan {i + ?') * 

This is the other of FresneFs equations. 

There is one interesting feature met in this case, which is not 
present when the electric vector is at right angles to the plane of 
incidence: if f + r = 90°, a perfectly possible situation, the denomi- 
nator of (4.2) is infinite, so that the reflection coefficient is zero. This 
angle is called the polarizing angle”; if impolarized radiation, 
consisting of a mixture of both types of radiation, falls on a surface 
at this angle, only the radiation with its electric vector at right angles 
to the plane of incidence will be reflected, and the reflected radiation 
will be polarized. It 'was by this phenomenon that polarized light 
was first discoA^ered. Light was i^eflected from one mirror at this 
angle. Then its polarization Avas found by reflecting from a second 
mirror at the same angle. As the second mirror Avas rotated about 
the beam as an axis, so that the polarization changed from being at 
right angles to the plane of incidence to being in the plane, the doubly 
reflected beam changed from a maximum intensity to zero. The 
polarizing angle r' is fixed by + r' = 90°, and this occurs Avhen 
cos = sin rb Using the laAV of refraction, Ave find 

i. V 

tan % = —j' 

11 

thus fixing the polarizing angle i'. 

Total Reflection. — For radiation passing from a dense medium 
to a rarer medium, so that < n, the angle of refraction becomes 
90° for an angle i for which sin i == n^/n. For greater angles of 
incidence, the equation sin r = (^^/n') sin i AA-ould indicate that sin r 
should be greater than unity, so that r must be imaginary. To find 
the physical meaning of this situation, AA^e compute cos r, which is 

given by 

cos r = ± Vl sin- r = ±j \/ sin^ i — 1. 

The expression (2.3) for the disturbance in the rarer medium then 
becomes 

g?w[Z*- (z sin r/v') wf-v/ (n/n'y sin* 1}*/®'^ 
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where we have used the negative square root. The first term repre- 
sents a wave propagated along the x axis, or parallel to the surface 
of the medium, with an apparent velocity v^/sin r, a value less than v\ 
The second factor indicates that the amplitude of this wave is damped 
out as z increases, or as we go away from the surface, so that the wave 
fronts (surfaces of constant phase) are at right angles to the surfaces 
of constant amplitude. This disturbance ordinarily damps out in a 
very short distance. Thus if (n/n') sin- i is decidedly greater than 1, 
the exponential becomes small when z is a few wave lengths (coz/v' 
a reasonably large number). Consequently the disturbance in the 
rare medium is not observed, unless special experiments are devised 
to find it. It is easily shown that Poynting^s vector for this wave 
has no component normal to the surface, so that it does not carry any 
energy away. Thus all the energy in the incident wave must reappear 
in the reflected wave, and for this reason the phenomenon is called 
^Hotal reflection.” The angle of incidence given by sin ^ 
which must be exceeded in order to have total reflection, is called the 
“critical angle.” 

Although there is no change of amplitude on reflection in this 
case, there is a change of phase, which is sometimes of interest, and 
which may be treated by FresneFs equations. Thus in case 1 we 
have, assuming nonmagnetic media, 

E" _ sin i cos r — cos i sin 7' _ \/sm^ i — {t}/ / nY — j cos i 
E sin i cos r + cos i sin r “ \/mn^ i ~ (n'/ny + j cos i 

and in case 2, 

WL — Vsin^ i ~ (?iVn)^ — j cos i 

^ (n/n^)^ -v/sin^ i — { 71 ^ /ny + j cos i 

In each case, E"/E is the ratio of a complex number to its complex 
conjugate, which is therefore a complex number of unit magnitude 
(showing that the reflection coefficient is unity), but with a certain 
phase angle. Thus, in the general case, where E has components both 
in the xz plane and along the y axis, there is a difference of phase 
between these components upon total reflection, and linearly polarized 
light in general will become eliiptically polarized upon total reflection. 
To see this, we note that two vibrations at right angles, with the same 
frequency and phase, produce a resultant vector whose extremity 
moves in a line (plane polarization), but if the two components are in 
different phases the extremity of the vector traces out an ellipse. 
If the phases differ by 90°, and the amplitudes are equal, the polariza- 
tion is circular. 
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6* Damped Plane Waves, ITormal Incidence.—So far, we have 
taken up only the case of nonabsorbing media, with real indices of 
refraction. The case of reflection by an absorbing medium, such as a 
metal, can be handled, as we saw in Chap. IX, by replacing the index 
of refraction n by the complex quantity n jk. Considering the 
case of normal incidence, using (3.4), and setting ju ~ /x', we have 

El = W - (w' - jk) ^ {n - n') + jA-' . 

Ex n + (?^' — {n + n') — jk'^ ^ ’ 

on the assumption that the wave is incident on an absorbing medium 
(n'yk') from a nonabsorbing medium. Since this ratio is complex, 
we see in the first place that there is a phase change on reflection 
from an absorbing medium. To find the reflection coefficient Rj we 
must take the square of the magnitude of the quantity in (6.1). This 
can be done by multiplying by the complex conjugate. We have 

^ n')^ + k'^ 

{n + + k'^' 

It is interesting to consider the behavior of a metal at relatively 
low frequencies. We saw in Chap. IX, Sec. 3, that at freq uencies 
below the shoi'ter part of the infrared, 7i' and /r' both approach \/ <r/2w€o. 
Furthermore, both these quantities are very large compared with 
unity, or with n, the index of refraction of the transparent medium in 
question. Substituting these values, the reflection coefficient becomes 

B = 1 - 271 (6.2) 

According to our assumptions, the second term is small; thus nearly 
all the incident radiation is reflected. Furthermore, the second term 
becomes smaller as the frequency is x’educed, or as the conductivity 
increases. In these cases, very little power flows into the conductor, 
and is dissipated in it because of the damping of the wave, or, in 
physical language, because of the dissipation of heat in the resistance. 
The reason so little power flows into the metal is easily seen, from the 
relation (2.1) of Chap. VIII for the ratio of E to Jf, From that 
equation, in the limit of low frequency, we have 



if we assume that n — j Up. That is, the ratio of E to H is much smaller 
than the value VmoT^ characteristic of empty space. It is so small, 
in fact, that the E within the metal can almost be neglected. Thus 
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Poynting's vector at the surface is very small, representing a small 
energy flow into the metal. The situation is almost like that with a 
perfect conductor, in which the electric vectors of the incident and 
reflected waves exactly cancel at the surface of the metal, whereas 
the magnetic vectors are equal in magnitude, because of the perfect 
reflection, and add. 

Looking back to the vahie of y for a metal, from Eq. (L5) of 
Chap. VIII, we see that in our limiting case 

y - ±ia} = ±j V-jwcTM. 

\ O) 

This tells us in ^ first place that the real and imaginary parts are 
equal [since j \/~j = (1 + i)/\/2]) bo that a wave inside a good con- 
ductor damps down to a small fraction of its intensity in a few wave 
lengths; and that the distance in which the intensity falls off to a 
fraction of its value at the surface decreases as either the frequency or 
conductivity increases. It is often convenient to define the distance 
in whi(5h the amplitude falls to 1/e of its value as the skin depth, for 
this damping of the wave inside the conductor is simply another way 
of describing the skin efiect, familiar in high-frequency electric-circuit 
theory. We have for 5, the skin depth, 

5 = . /— • ( 6 . 3 ) 

\ (jOCTfX 

For the limiting case of a perfect conductor, wq then see that the 
reflection coefficient is unity; the tangential E at the surface is zero 
(as it must be, for otherwise the current would have to be infinite), 
but the tangential H is finite; but that the field within the conductor 
is a damped wave that falls off infinitely rapidly to zero as we penetrate 
the metal, so that directly below the surface F, as well as F, is zero. 
In other words, to take account of the rapid deci^ease of the tangential 
H from a finite value at the surface to zero directly below the surface, 
Stokeses theorem shows that we must assume a siirface-ciUTent density 
at the surface of the conductor, numerically equal to the tangential F, 
but at right angles to it, which because of the perfect conductivity 
can flow without a corresponding tangential electric field. These 
limiting boundary conditions are often convenient to use directly in 
discussing the boundary conditions of an electromagnetic wave 
reflected by a perfect conductor, as for instance in considering propaga- 
tion in wave guides, and electromagnetic fields in resonant microwave 
cavities. 
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7, Damped Plane Waves, Oblique Incidence. — If a plane wave 
approaches the surface between a transparent medium and an absorb- 
ing medium, such as a metal, at oblique incidence, the problem is 
considerably more complicated than any that wc have taken up so far, 
and we shall not give a complete discussion. (A more complete treat- 
ment is given in J. C. Slater, Alicrowavc Trafismission, Sec. 13, McGraw- 
Hill Book Company, Tnc., New York, 1943.) We can see the reason 
for the complication in a very simple way. The wave normal in the 
metal will be at an angle of refraction r, which certainly will not bring 
it along the z axis, or the normal to the surfac.e. Thus the surfaces 
of constant phase, or the wave fronts, in the metal, will not be parallel 
to the planes z — constant. On the other hanc], the amplitude is 
constant over the sui’face ^ — 0, the surface of the metal; thus it will 
also be constant at surfaces z = constant within the metal, since at all 
points of such a surface the wa^'e will have penetrated equal distances 
through the absorbing medium, and will have had equal energy losses. 
Thus the surfaces of constant phase do not coincide \vith the surfaces of 
constant amplitude. 

We have already seen, in See, 5, an example of a case where these 
surfaces do not coincide; in that case, in fact, they were at right angles. 
We may get a general approach to this problem by assuming, in place 
of (1.4) of Chap. VIII, a general solution of the wave equation of the 
form where y and r are now vectors, and where y can be called 

the ‘^propagation vector/^ In Chap. YIII, could have used this 
form, with the assumption that y pointed along the z axis. We saw 
in (1.6) of Chap. VIII that y could be complex; but now we see that an 
additional complicaiion can arise, in that the real and imaginary parts 
of Y, which we can call at and can be vectors that do not have to have 
the same direction in space. If we substitute our expression in the 
wave equation, we find that, if there is no loss in the medium, o: and ^ 
must be at right angles to each other, and there is a definite relation 
between their magnitudes. This is the situation met in total reflec- 
tion, ■where we have a damped wave, but in a nonabsorbing medium. 
The physical situation is clear: since there is no loss, the intensity 
of the wave must be constant along the direction of propagation, but 
there is nothing to prevent its intensity varying at right angles to tliis 
direction. 

On the other hand, in an absorbing medium, the relation between 
the directions of a and g is. quite arbitrary. Thus we can always 
choose the direction of « so as to make the surface of the metal a 
surface of constant amplitude, and yet can choose the direction of 5 
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SO as to satisfy the law of refraction. We find, however, that the law 
of refraction is no longer the simple form of Snelhs law. The angle of 
3 'efraction acts like a complex angle, and we can modif}?^ Snelhs la^w, if 
Ave choose, to give the correct results, by talcing a complex index of 
refraction, and complex angle of refraction. The net result of the 
law of refraction, however, is very simple for a metal of good conductiv- 
ity, We have seen that its index of refraction n!, as well as the absorp- 
tion coefficient A*', are very large. The refracted wave within the 
metal resembles that in an ordinary case of refraction to the extent 
that, with a very large index of refraction, the angle of refraction is 
very small, or the wave normal of the i*efracted wave is nearly along 
the normal to the surface. In other words, quite independent of the 
angle of incidence, the wave inside the metal is similar to that dis- 
cussed in Sec. 6, There is, however, a change of phase on reflection, 
which we can get from Fresnel’s equations, treating the angle of 
refraction as complex, which is a function of the angle of incidence, 
and which is different for the two planes of polarization of the incident 
wave. Thus it can happen that the state of polarization of the incident 
wave can be changed by reflection, in a characteristic manner, and 
this gives one of the practical experimental methods for finding 
information regarding the optical constants of a metal. 

Problems 

1. Light is reflected from glass of index of refraction 1.5. Compute and plot 
curves for the reflected intensity as a function of angle, for both sorts of plane 
polarization, 

2. Find the intensity of light in the refracted medium, for arbitrary angle of 
incidence and both types of polarization. Sho\y that the amount of energy strik- 
ing the surface is just equal to the amount carried away from it. Note that the 
amount striking the surface is computed, not from the whole of Pojmting^s vector, 
but from its normal component. 

3. Light passes normally through a glass plate. Find the weakening in inten- 
sity because of the reflection at the faces. 

4. Ten plates of glass of index 1.5 are placed together and used as a polarizer. 
Light strikes the plates at the polarizing angle, and the transmitted light is used. 
Since all the reflected light is of one polarization, and the reflection at both surfaces 
of all plates is enough to remove practicalb?* all the light of this polarization, the 
transmitted light will be practicalhr polarized in the other direction. Find the 
intensity of both sorts of light in the transmitted beam, assuming initially unpolar- 
ized light, and hence show how much polarization is introduced. You may have to 
consider multiple internal reflection. 

5. The resistivity of copper is about 1 .7 X ohm-cm. Calculate the reflec- 
tive power of copper for wave lengths of light X = 12^ and X = 25.5ja. The 
observed values of 1 — H arc 1.6 per cent and 1.17 per cent at these wave lengths. 



CHAPTER XI 

WAVE GUIDES AND CAVITY RESONATORS 


If electromagnetic radiation is introdnced into the open end of a 
hollow pipe bounded by petdectly conducting, and hence perfectly 
reflecting walls, the radiation will be reflected from the Y\"ail whenever 
it strikes it, and will be able to progress down the pipe for an indefinite 
distance. Such a hollow pipe is called a “wave guide/' and has recently 
come into much prominence in connection with the applications of 
microwaves, or electromagnetic waves whose lengths are of the order 
of magnitude of laboratory dimensions. The propagation of waves 
down a w^ave guide is not quite so simple as it seems at first sight; 
for the various reflected waves interfere with each other, in such a w^ay 
that only certain types of waves can exist in the guide. In particular, 
the field pattern of the wave in a plane perpendicular to the axis can 
take on only one of a discrete, though infinite, number of character- 
istic patterns, called “modes," determined by the shape and size of the 
cross section. Corresponding to each of these modes, a wave is 
possible in the guide for any given frequency, and the effective wave 
engtli as measured along the guide, the so-called “guide wave length," 
is determined in terms of the frequency. 

For each frequency and guide wave length w*e can at once deter- 
mine the phase velocity of propagation along the axis of the guide, and 
we find that in most cases this phase velocity is greater than the 
velocity of light, a fact that does not contradict the principle of rela- 
tivity, since it can be shown that no signal can be propagated with this 
phase velocity. The phase velocity varies with frequency; that is, the 
propagation shows dispersion, just like the propagation of light in a 
dispersive medium, which we discussed in Chap. IX. In fact, as the 
frequency decreases, the guide wave length, and the phase velocity, 
increase without limit, both becoming infinite at a quite finite fre- 
quency. At still lower frequencies, the disturbance, instead of being 
propagated along the w-ave guide, is exponentially attenuated or 
damped, at a more and more rapid rate as the frequency approaches 
zero. The frequency at which the disturbance changes over from 
being propagated to being attenuated is called the “cutoff frequency," 
and the corresponding wave length of a wave in free space is called 
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the “cutoff wave length/' Since the guide will propagate only waveis 
of free-space wave length shorter than the cutoff wave length, or of 
frequencies higher than the cutoff frequency, it forms a filter, passing 
only high frequencies. The cutoff frequency is different for each 
mode. Thus, for frequencies less than the lowest cutoff frequency, no 
wave can be propagated down the guide ; between the lowest and next 
lowest cutofi frequencies, only one mode can be propagated; and so on. 
As a practical matter, wave guides are usually used in the region 
between the lowest and next lowest cutoff frequencies, so as to have 
only one mode propagated, the rest attenuated. For certain special 
types of -wave guides, the lowest cutoff frequency is sero, so that in 
such cases any frequency, no matter how low, can be propagated. We 
shall find that in such a case this mode of zero cutoff frequency, called 
the “dominant mode," has the interesting property that the velocity 
of propagation is equal to the velocity of light in free space, so that 
this mode, unlike the others, does not show dispersion. 

If a length of wave guide is closed by two perfectly reflecting 
planes, radiation propagated down the guide will 1:)e reflected back 
and forth by the planes, and will form standing waves. Furthermore, 
in order that the successive reflections may i^einforce each other, 
it is clearly necessary that the round trip, from one plane to the 
other and back again, should occupy a whole number of periods of the 
vibration, or that this distance should be a whole number of guide 
w^ave lengths. Thus the guide -wave lengths, and hence the fre- 
quencies, are determined in terms of the dimensions. Such a guide 
with closed ends forms a simple example of a cavity resonator. It is 
found, in fact, that any closed region bounded by perfectly reflecting 
walls can vibrate in certain normal modes, each of a definite frequency 
fixed by the geometry of the cavity, there being an infinite number of 
such normal modes of greater and greater frequency. Such resonant 
cavities form the equivalent, in the microwave range of frequencies, 
of resonant circuits in the ordinary range where electric circuits are 
used. It is obvious that wave guides with closed ends, forming 
resonant cavities, form a close analogy to organ pipes, and it is not 
surprising to find that Lord Rayleigh, some of whose best known work 
was in the theory of sound, worked out the theory of wave guides and 
of cavity resonators in the latter part of the nineteenth century. 
Their practical application, however, has waited until the last few 
years, when techniques for producing the oscillations of the required 
very high frequency have become available. 

The properties of wave guides, which we have outlined above, 
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seem at first sight strange and unexpected, though it is very easy 
to prove these properties by setting up appropriate solutions of Max- 
weihs equations. A little further consideration, however, shows 
that the properties of wave guides follow largely from the discussion 
of reflection which we have already given. Even the attenuated waves 
for frequencies below cutoff prove to have their simple explanation, 
and to be closely related to the attenuated “wave in the rarer medium 
in the problem of total internal reflection, the cutoff phenomenon 
having an analogy to the critical angle. Accordingly, so as to make 
the subject physically clear, we shall start our discussion by consider- 
ing a very simple problem, the propagation of radiation between two 
parallel plane miji'ors, which shows many of the properties met with 
wave guides. We shall not push this method too far, however, for 
in fact it is only with rectangular wave guides that one can build 
up the solution fi'om a study of reflection by plane walls. In more 
complicated cases, such as the circular guide, this method is not 
available, and yet w’e can set up a general treatment that takes care 
of any arbitrary cross section in a fairly simple way. 

1. Propagation betw^een Two Parallel Mirrors. — A perfect reflector 
allows no field to penetrate within it; we have seen how" this is to 
be realized in fact, by considering a good conductor, in which the 
field penetrates only to a distance comparable with the skin depth, 
which reduces to zero in the limit of perfect conductivity, which we 
assume. Thus the electric and magnetic fields are zero within the 
mirror, and our boundary conditions reduce to two statements: first, 
that the tangential com]')onent of E at the surface of the mirror is 
zero, since it must ])e zero within the mirror, and wc know that the 
tangential component is continuous; secondly, the normal component 
of B at the surface must be zero, since B is zero within the mirror, and 
the normal component of B is continuous. The other two conditions, 
on the normal component of D and the tangential component of H, 
lead to information about the surface charge and current; for our 
surface is conducting and can carry charge and current, so that the 
value of the normal component of D outside the metal measures the 
surface-charge density, and the tangential component of H the surface- 
current density, which appear on the surface. Because of the lack of 
penetration of the field into the mirror, we need consider only incident 
waves striking the mirror, and corresponding reflected waves, but no 
refracted waves within the mirror. 

With this understanding of the nature of the reflection process, 
let us consider a wmve striking a perfectly reflecting mirror, and the 
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corresponding reflected wave. Let the mirror be in the xz plane, the 
plane y = Q, and let the incident wave have its normal in the yz plane, 
making an angle of incidence i with the y axis, as shown in Fig. 2(). 

Let the incident wave approach from posi- 
tive values of and negative Then, 
using the same sort of arguments as in 
Chap. X, the exponential factor represent- 
ing ^rave propagation in the incident wave 
will be 



^}b> { cos i+z sm i)/c] j 


(LI) 


and the corresponding factor in the reflected 
wave will be 


cos i-hs Bin i)/c]l ^ 


( 1 . 2 ) 


Fig. 
tern for 
parallel 


26. — Coordinate sys- 
propagaiion between 
planes. 


We must now superpose these in such 
a way that certain components of the field 
(the tangential component of E, and the 
normal component of B) will be zero on the 
plane ^ = 0. The only way in which we 
can accomplish this is to superpose (1.1) 
and (1.2) in such a way that the function 
of y turns into a sine function. We do this 
by subtracting (1.2) from (1.1), and divide 


ing by 2j, Thus we obtain the function 


-J y, (1.3) 

The solution (1.3) may be interpreted as a disturbance that is propa- 
gated along the z axis with an appax*ent velocity c/sin which is 
greater than c, since sin i is less than unity; and varying sinusoidally 
along or corresponding to standing waves along y, with an effective 
wave length given by 


2t o> cos i . Xo 

=; , SSS 

Xc C COS I 


(1.4) 


where Xc is the effective wave length along y^ Xo = 2tc/o) is the free- 
space wave length, or wave length of the disturbance in the absence 
of reflections. The standing-wave phenomenon along y can be 
observed with visible light, in the form of the so-called ^^Lippmann 
fringes/^ Lippmann showed that, if standing waves are set up by this 
process, not in free space, but in the sensitive emulsion of a photo- 
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graphic plate, the emulsion will be blackened along surfaces lialf a 
wave length apart in the standing-wave pattern. The phenomenon 
can also be demonstrated very easily, with the longer waves of the 
microwave region. 

We have so far considered only the reflection by one mirror, at 
2 / = 0. In case, however, we have a second mirror, at y = L, we 
must satisfy the same sort of boundary conditions at this second 
mirror. Thus our function (1.3) must be zero, not only at y = 0, 
but also at ^ = L. This leads at onc^c to the condition 

L - (1.5) 

vriiere n is an integer. In other w'ords, the dependence of the dis- 
turbance on y cannot have any arbitrary wave length, but only an 
infinite set of discrete wave lengths. These form the modes that 
we have already mentioned. It should be noted that, to discuss this 
problem of two mirrors, we do not have to think of multiple reflection, 
in the elementary sense. Our one wave traveling along +|/, and the 
other traveling along — t/, suffice to satisfy the boundary conditions 
everywhere. If we treat the disturbance by means of rays, we should 
say that any given ray is reflected back and forth an infinite number 
of times from the two mirrors, but in fact all the rays traveling to 
the right coalesce to furnish the description of the single wave traveling 
to the right, and similarly with the rays traveling to the left 

For a given n, or a given mode, the wave length Xc is determined 
by (1.5). This is independent of the frce-space wave length Xo, or the 
corresponding frequency w. Knowing Xo, from the conditions of our 
problem, we can next use (1.4) to find i, the angle of incidence, and 
from this we can find the apparent phase velocity along the z direc- 
tion, determined by 


and tlio corresponding wave length, 



Xq 

sin i 


( 1 . 7 ) 


For many purposes it is convenient to eliminate the angle of inci- 
dence. Computing cos i from (1.4), sin i from (1.7), and taking the 
sum of their squares, we find at once the relation 

X2 X? xf 


(l.B) 
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This simple equation determines the wave length \ along the z direc- 
tion, in terms of the free-space wave length Xo, and the wave length Xc 
along the y direction^ or the direction normal to z. We notice one 
interesting fact from (1.8). If Xa is fixed, and if Xo is increased, or 
the frequency is decreased, 1/X| decreases, or Xg increases, with conse- 
quent increase of the phase velocity Vg, until finally when Xq equals 
Xc, X^ and Vg become infinite. For values of Xo greater than Xc, the 
wave length X^ and the velocity Vg become imaginary, so that the wave 
is attenuated rather than propagated along the z axis. In other words, 
we have the phenomena that 'we have already described, including a 
cutoff wave length, wdth only attenuation for longer waves than the 
cutoff wave length. Furthermore, we see that Xc is the cutoff wave 
length in question. 

We have so far considered only the exponential function associ- 
ated with the direct and reflected waves, and the corresponding rela- 
tions regarding the w\ave length and frequency. In addition, we 
should take up the orientation and magnitude of the electric and 
magnetic vectors. As in Chap. X, there are two cases: that in w^hich 
E is along the x direction, or at right angles to z for both the direct 
and reflected waves, and that in which H is in the x direction. In the 
language of wave guides, these are knowm, respectively, as the trans- 
verse electric (abbreviated TE) and transverse magnetic (abbreviated 
TM) modes of propagation. All wave guides, we shall find, have 
modes of both types. We could go through the equivalent of FresnePs 
equations, and find the relations between E and H in these two types 
of modes, but it is so easy to prove much more general results holding 
for any type of guide, as we shall do in the next section, that w^e shall 
not carry out this discussion here. 

Our problem of propagation betw^^een two mirrors forms a very 
simple and yet instructive case of wave-guide propagation. If we 
add two more reflecting surfaces perpendicular to the x axis, we have 
a rectangular W’-ave guide. Some of the modes encountered with the 
mirrors, namely, those in w^hich E is along the x axis, satisfy the 
boundary conditions for the rectangular guide as well, and in fact 
form important modes of this guide. They are not the whole set of 
modes, however, for there can be a sinusoidal variation along x as 
well as along y. If we furthermore add two reflecting surfaces per- 
pendicular to we form a totally enclosed rectangular cavity We 
now cannot use the solution we have so far written, involving propa- 
gation along z\ we must rather superpose a reflected wave traveling 
along ;3, giving a standing wave along z. To satisfy the boundary 



Sec, 21 


WAVE GUIDES AND CAVITY RESONATORS 


135 


conditions at the mirrors, which may be located for example at 2 = 0, 
z — M, we must make the sinusoidal function along 2 , whose wmve 
length is X„, satisfy a condition analogous to (1.5), or 


ilf = 



(1.9) 


where m is an integer. Combining (1.5), (1.9), and (1.8), this leads to 

(sif) +(i:) 

That is, the free-spiice wave length, or the frcqiicnc^^, of the disiairb- 
ance in the cavity is determined by the integers n and ?n. We have 
a discrete set of normal modes of oscillation, in which the cavity can 
resonate. 

The problem is similar to that of the elastic vibrations of a coupled 
system or of a viln-ating membrane in mechanics, in which there are a 
discrete set of noinial modes of oscillation, each with its own resonant 
frequenctq and characteristic 'wave form. Furthermore, as in mechan- 
ics, we can introduce normal coordinates describing the various modes, 
using these normal coordinates to describe forced oscillations of the 
system, and we can prove orthogonality relations holding betwmen 
the various normal vibrations. These subjects are, however, beyond 
the scope of the present book. We now proceed to a much more 
general discussion of propagation in wave guides, holding for a wave 
guide of arbitrary cross section, and reducing to the results of the 
present section in our present simple case. This general discussion is 
simpler and more powerful, but it docs not exhibit the Avay in which 
the field is made up of the superposition of direct and reflected waves. 

2. Electromagnetic Field in the Wave Guide. — We shall assume 
a wave guide in the form of a liollow pipe of arbitrary cross section 
in the xy plane, extending indefinitely along z. As shown in Eqs. (1.2), 
Chap. Vlil, each of the components of E and H must satisfy the wave 
equation, which, in empty space, is 

VE-3-J-0, (2.1) 

We now ask if we can obtain a solution of the form 
where uix^y) is a function of x and y, and where the guide wave 
length, has the same significance as in Sec. 1. Substituting in (2.1), 
and using Xo = 2Trc/a?, we find that u satisfies the equation 
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where \c is defined in terms of \y and Xo by (1.8). Equation (2.2) 
must be solved subject to certain boundary conditions, which we shall 
discuss presently. Subject to these boundary conditions, we find 
solutions for only a discrete set of values Xr*. From (1.8) we are 
then led, as in the preceding section, to the conclusion that Xc forms 
a cutoff wave length, such that frce-space wave lengths greater than 
X,. are attenuated in the mode in question, while shorter free-spaee 
wave lengths are propagated. Thus those conclusions are quite 
general, and are not limited to the case of propagation between parallel 
reflecting planes. 

The fields E and H must satisfy not only the wave equation, but 
Maxwelhs equations as well. When we write these equations down, 
we find at once, as mentioned in the preceding section, that two 
separate types of solutions are possible: solutions for which Es = 0, 
the transverse electric, or TEj waves, and solutions for which Hs = 0, 
the transverse magnetic, or TM, waves. We shall let Ei, be the 
transverse components of E and H (that is, Et = iE^ + jEy^ and so on). 
Letting k be unit vector along the z axis, as usual, we then find easily 
and directly from MaxwelFs equations the following relations: 

TE-.graAH, = 

I’M: grad (2.3) 

In these expressions, Hz and Es represent that part of the correspond- 
ing quantity which must be multiplied by the exponential 
to give the complete components. Since they are functions of x and y 
only, their gradients are in the xy plane, as is proper for Hf or Et. 
We find that there is a relationship between the transverse components 
of E and H, as follows: 

where Zo = .1^^ for TE 

^0 \€o AO 

= J-r for TM. (2.4) 

\eo Aff 

This means, since k and Et are at right angles to each other, that 
is at right angles to Et in the xy plane, and is equal in magnitude to 
the magnitude of E^, divided by the quantity Zq, which is clearly 
analogous to the corresponding quantity introduced in Eq. (2.1), 
Chap. VIII. 

Using (2.3) and (2.4), we can find all the components of E and H 
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from Hz (ill the TB case) or from Ez (in the TM case). These quanti- 
ties, like the transverse components, satisfy the wave equation (2.2), 
and are Scalar solutions of that differential equation. Furthermore, 
Es is zero on the boundary of the guide (since E must have no tangential 
component on the surface), while Hz has a vanishing normal deriva- 
tive on the boundary (since H must have no normal component on the 
surface, and Hi is proportional to the gradient of Hz)- We may draw 
lines of Hz = constant (in the TE case) or of Ez = constant (in the 
TM case) in the xjj plane. Then by (2.3) the orthogonal trajectories 
of these lines will be along the direction of Hf (in the TE case) or of 
(in the TM case). Finally, since by (2.4) the direction of Hi is 
perpendicular to that of Ei, the lines of constant II z will be along the 
direction of Ef (in the TE case), and the lines of constant Ez will be 
along the direction of Hf (in the TM case). Proceeding in this way, 
w^e may draw’' lines of force, for the transverse components of E and H, 
in the xy plane, finding of course that the electric lines of force meet 
the surfaces at right angles, while the magnetic lines of force are 
tangential to the surface. 

For every scalar solution of the two-dimensional wave equation 
satisfying the condition that it vanishes on the boundary, get a 
TM wave, and for every solution whose normal derivative vanishes 
we get a TE wave, as we have seen above. There will be an infinite 
number of solutions of each type, each corresponding to a particular 
cutoff wave length. These wave lengths may be arranged in order 
of decreasing magnitude ; they start with a largest cutoff wave length, 
associated with the lowest mode of oscillation, and extend indefinitely 
toward shorter and shorter wmve lengths, so that we have an infinite 
number of modes of oscillation. We shall give in the next section 
some simple examples of the modes in various types of wmve guides. 

In some cases, the first mode has an infinite cutoff w^ave length; 
in this case w^e call it a “principal model^ When a mode of infinite 
cutoff wmve length, or principal mode, exists, it has great practical 
importance, because it can be used to propagate any waive lengl.h, no 
matter how'' long. The commonly used mode of the coaxial line is a 
principal mode, and the familiar parallel-ware transmission line, ordi- 
narily used for low frequencies, can also be considered as a wave guide 
wdth a principal mode. Wc find that such a principal mode exists 
only if the wall of the w' ave guide consists of at least tw^o separated 
conductors, as for instance in the coaxial line. The physical reavson 
for this is quite clear: we can put a very low frequency, or direct 
current, into a transmission line consisting of two or more conductors, 
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and they will be insulated from each other, and suited to conduct the 
current. If there is only one conductor, however, as in an ordinary 
hollow pipe, there would clearly be a short circuit for a low frequency 
or direct current, and no propagation is possible until we get to a wave 
length short enough so that something like real wave propagation 
occurs. For a principal mode, the cutoff wave length is infinite, so 
that (2.3) tells us that grad or grad must be zero. That is, the 
longitudinal components of both E and H are zero, and such a wave is 
simultaneously transverse electric and transverse magnetic. It is 
sometimes called a “transverse electromagnetic (TEM) wave^^ for 
this reason. Furthermoi'e for such a wave, as we see from (1.8), the 
guide -wave length becomes equal to the free-space wave length, so 
that the velocity of propagation becomes c. __J'inally, from (2.4), the 
quantity Zq for a principal wave becomes VMo/eo, which by Eq. (2.1), 
Chap. VIII, is the ratio of magnitudes of E and H in a plane w’ave in 
free space. Thus a principal wave has many of the properties of a 
wave in free space. 

3, Examples of Wave Guides. — The commonest type of wave guide 
is that of rectangular cross section, bounded by planes at x == 0, — a, 

y — 0, y = b. The solution of the wave equation (2.2) in this case 
can be carried out in rectangular coordinates, and is at once obvious. 
Thus for a TE wave we have 


where 


Hs = cos 


imrx 

a 


cos 
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(3.1) 


(3.2) 


and where m, n are integers. Using (2.3), (2.4), we then have for the 
other components 
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Of this infinite set of possible TE solutions, only one is commonly 
used in practice, in a rectangular guide. If a > 6, this is the mode 
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of longest cutoff wave length, given by m = 1, = 0. We note from 

(3.3) tiiat for this mode Ex = 0, and Ey is proportional to sinirx/a^ 
going to a maximum at the center of the guide, and is independent 
of 7/, so that the lines of force run straight across the guide. There is 
no mode corresponding to m = 0, n = 0, for then as we see from (3.3) 
all the transverse components of field are zero, and we verify easily 
that the field cannot exist. Thus there is no principal mode for the 
rectangular guide. 

For the TM waves, we have 


Ex 


sin 


7U7rX . 

sin 
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niry 

b 






(3.4) 


where the cutoff wave length is again given by (3.2). We thus see 
that, for the case of the rectangular guide, the TE and TM waves have 
the same cutoff wave lengths; this is a special case, which does not 
hold for most shapes of guides. Clearly we must have m and n 
both equal to or greater than unity, however, in the case of the TM 
waves, as we see from (3.4), so that the case m = 1, = 0, which 

provides the dominant TE wave, does not exist for the TM waves. 
From (3.4) we can find the other components of E and H, as we did for 
the TE waA^es in (3.3). 

The next most important example of Avave guides after the rec- 
tangular guide is that in AAdiich the bounding surfaces are circular 
cylinders. This includes both the circular guide, and the coaxial 
line, Avhich has tAvo concentric cylindei's, AAuth the Avave propagated in 
the annular space betAveen. For either of these cases, AA^e must handle 
MaxAA^elFs equations and the AvaAm equation in polar coordinates. In 
Appendix IV, Avhere Ave discuss vector operations in curvilinear coordi- 
nates, AVe see that the AA^aA^e equation, equivalent to (2.2), is 


r dr \ dr / ^ r" dd^ 



(3.6) 


This equation can be solved by separation of variables. We assume 
that u can be written as a product of a function of r, and a function 
of 0: w = R(r)Q{6). Substituting, dividing by u, and multiplying by 
r-, (3.5) takes the form 


!f 

R 



+ 


1 ^ 

ede^ 


0 . 


(3.6) 


The first term of (3.6) is a function of r alone, the second a function 
of 8 alone; hence by the usual argument used in separation of variables. 
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1 ^ 

edo^ 


d'^e 


+ n-B = 0 , 


0 == sin nB or cos nO. (3.7) 


Since u must be a single-valued function of position, it is clear that 
increasing 6 27 r must bring 0 back to its original value; thus the 

quantity n must be an integer. Substituting the value from (3.7) 
back in (3.6), and multiplying by we then have as the equation 
for R 


r dr\ dr J ^ [\\J r\ 


(3.8) 


Equation (3.8) is Bessel’s equation, whose properties are dis- 
cussed ill Appeiniix VII. It has two independent solutions, called 
BessePs function and Neumann’s function: 


S = or N.{^y (3.9, 

These functions have the following properties, discussed in Appendix 
VII: At ^ = 0, Jn{x) is proportional to whereas Nn(x) becomes 
infinite. For large values of .r, Jnix) and Nn(x) approach the values 


Jnix) 

Nn(x) 



2/1 -f 1 
4 

2n + 1 
4 




(3.10) 


From this, it is clear that, in a circular guide, where the field must 
be finite at r = 0, we must use only the Bessel functions /n. On the 
other hand, with a coaxial line, in which r = 0 does not fall within 
the region where we are finding the field, the Neumann as well as the 
Bessel functions can, and in fact must, be used. 

We see, then, that the function n which satisfies the wave equation 
(3.5) must be the Wm 


u = cos (nO — a) + BNn cos (nS — 5) j. (3.11) 

Here we have introduced amplitude constants A and B, and phase 
constants a and 6. For a TE wave, as we have seen before, u stands 
for Hz, and its normal derivative must be zero at the boundary of the 
guide; that is, the derivative of the function of r with respect to r 
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must be zero. For a TM wave, %i stands for E^, which must itself 
be zero on the boundary. Now let us consider first a circular wave 
guide, for which we need only the Bessel function Jn- H Ri is the 
radius of the guide, we must clearly have /„(27ri^i/Xc) = 0 for a TM 
mode, and J'(27rl?i/Xc) = 0 for a TE mode, where the prime indicates 
a derivative. 

By giving a table of the maxima, minima, and zeros of the Bessel’s 
functions, we can then lind the values of Xc for the various modes. 
The first few values are given in the following table: 


Maxima and Hoots of Bessel’s Functions 



= 0(770 

x„i =3.832 

XnQ = 7.01G 

3-11 = 1.S42 

3-,o = 5.330 

T2i - 3.05 

0722 = 6.71 

*I ni.Xutn') 

- iKTiM) 

■Toi = 2.J05 
a-<,s = 5.520 

3^11-3.832 
.Ti2 == 7.01G 

.Tai == 5.135 

X 22 — 8.417 


If we let I'nm be the ??zth value of x for which — 0 (for tlic TE 

modes) or for which Jn{x) = 0 (for the TM modes), we then clearly 
have the cutoff wave length given by 

Xc = (3.12) 

where the are given in the table above. Thus we can calculate 
the cutoff wave lengths of the various modes. Using (3.11), and the 
relations (2.3) and (2.4), we can then find the various components of 
the field, where we remember that the gradient must be computed in 
polar coordinates, as discussed in Appendix IV. 

For a coaxial line, ^ve must satisfy boundary conditions, not at 
one value of r, but at two. This can be done only by combining the 
Bessel and Neumann functions, and using the extra arbitrary constant 
gained thereby. Thus, if the radius of the inner conductor is i2i, 
and of the outer one is Eo, we may combine the Bevssel and Neumann 
functions in such a way as to satisfy the boundary conditions at Ru 
From (3.10) it is clear that a suitable combination of these two func- 
tions will act like a cosine or sine function with arbitrary phase, which 
can be chosen to put the zero, or the maximum, at any desired point. 
This can be done for arbitrary Xc Then we can choose Xc so as to 
satisfy the boundary condition at as well. This pi'ocess is a little 
involved, and it is not so easy to get the numerical ans\vers to problems 
as with the circular guide, where we found the cutoff wave lengths 
explicitly in (3.12), The main interest in the coaxial line, however, 
is not in the modes that we investigate in this way, but in the principal 
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mode, whose cutoff wave length is infinite. This can be approached 
by a limiting process from the solution in terms of Bessel and Neumann 
functions, but it is much easier to discuss it directly from the wave 
equation (2.2), 

For a principal mode, where \c is infinite, the equation (2.2) reduces 
to Laplace’s equation dhi/dx^ + d^u/dy^ == 0. Thus the problem of 
finding u becomes mathematically equivalent to that of finding an 
electrostatic potential in a two-dimensional problem. In our case of 
circular symmetry, we ma^?’ take n to be In so that its gradient points 
in the direction of r, and is a constant divided by r. With a coaxial 
line, this gradient may be chosen as E, with H at right angles to it, and 
we have satisfied our boundary conditions at the surfaces of the con- 
ductors. Thus we have, for the principal mode of a coaxial line, the 
very simple solutions 

iJ, = i He = J-Er. (3.13) 

r \ MO ^ 

The wave, like all principal modes, is propagated with the velocity of 
light. The mode, as in all principal inodes, is TEM, both E and H 
being transverse. This is not the only case of principal modes that 
we can work out simply. For instance, for a parallel-wire transmission 
line, we may use our earlier solution for the capacity of two parallel 
cylindrical conductors, worked out in Sec. 2, Chap. IL There we 
found the potential of two such conductors, a solution of Laplace’s 
equation, reducing to a constant on the surface of each conductor. 
The gradient of this potential gave the electrostatic field, cutting 
each conductor at right angles. By the principles we have just 
stated, this same field is proportional to the value of E in the principal 
mode of the parallel-wire transmission line, and H is at right angles 
to it, so that the equipotentials are also the lines of magnetic force. 

4, Standing Waves in Wave Guides, — We have so far considered a 
wave propagated along the z direction in an infinitely long wave 
guide, and varying according to an exponential Now, 

however, we consider the possibility that the wave may be reflected 
from an obstacle at the end, sending back a reflected wave. This 
reflecting obstacle may be a perfect reflector, such as a metallic 
wall; then the reflected wave will be equal in amplitude to the incident 
wave, and there will be standing waves in which there are nodes 
and antinodes, the amplitudes canceling and resulting in zero dis- 
turbance at the nodes, with addition of the amplitudes midway 
between. On the other hand» the obstacle may be only a partial 
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reflector, allowing some radiation to penetrate it, reflecting the rest. 
In this case, the reflected wave will have less intensity than the incident 
wave, a.nd the interference of the two will never completely cancel the 
disturbance. 

If the amplitude of the transverse electric field in the reflected 
wave is r times as great as in the incident wave, where r is sometimes 
called the '^reflection coefficient,” the amplitude of the resulting dis- 
turbance will vary from something proportional io 1 + r, where the 
two waves add, to something proportional to 1 — r, where they oppose 
each other. The ratio of maximum to ininimiim E, or (1 + t )/(1 — r), 
is called the "standing-wave ratio” in voltage. We see that it can 
go from unity, when r = 0, and there is no reflection, to infinity, when 
r = 1, and there is perfect reflection. The points along the guide 
where the resultant transverse electric field is a maximum are called 
"standing-wave maxima,” and those wdiere it is a minimum are 
"standing-wave minima.” For an infinite standing-wave ratio the 
standing-wave minima become the nodes, and in any case they come 
a half wave length apart. It is clear that from a measurement of 
the magnitude of the standing-wave ratio W'c can find the reflection 
coefficient r, and from the positions of the standing-w’ave minima we 
can find the phase change on reflection. 

There is one simple case in wffiich we can calculate the reflection 
coefficient easily. That is the case in which part of the guide, say 
for positive z, is filled with a dielectric, ■while the rest, say for negative 
Zj is empty. Then a wave approaching the surface of separation from 
negative ^'s will be partly reflected, partly transmitted, just as a wave 
approaching a surface of glass from air is partly reflected, as we have 
seen in Chap. X. In simple cases, we could use Fresnehs equations, as 
derived in that chapter, to find the reflection coefficient in the present 
case, but -we shall instead proceed directly, showing that the results 
are in close analogy to those of Chap. X. First we must consider the 
nature of the field in the part of the guide filled with the dielectric. 
If follow through the derivation of Sec. 2, find that the only 
change introduced by filling the space with a dielectric is to change 
€o to €. This has the effect first of changing the velocity of propagation. 
Thus the free-space “wave length Xo is equal to l/n times the value for 
empty space, where n is the index of refraction. For a given cutoff 
wave length, (1.8) then shows that \ will be smaller than in free 
space, though not in the same ratio as Xo. In Eq. (2.2), the wave 
equation for u, we find that there is no change introduced as a result 
of the dielectric. Thus the problem of finding cutoff wave lengths 
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and satisfying boundary conditions at the boundary of the guide is as 
before. In (2.3), the only change in the process of determining the 
transverse from the longitudinal components of field comes in the 
changed value of Xp, which changes the scale of the transverse com- 
ponents, but not the directions of the vectors. Similarly in (2.4) the 
only change in the relation between transverse E and H comes from 
the change in the quantity Zo, which is different both because of the 
direct change of e and because of the change in 

Now let us consider a direct and a reflected wave for negative z, 
and a transmitted wave for positive z. If E? represents the tangential 
electric field in its dependence on x and w^e may write the tangential 
electric and magnetic fields in the first medium as 




Ut 


2Tr2/Xa) _[_ 


/k X E?\ 

V ) 


2ts/Xp) — 


(4.1) 


Here the minus sign in the expression for the transverse magnetic 
field in the reflected wave is necessary so that the Poynting vector 
of the reflected wave will point along —z. Now at ;3 = 0, at the 
boundary of the second medium, we have from (4.1) 


TT ~ ^ X 1 - r 

Zq 1 “b r 


(4,2) 


But, because of the continuity of the tangential components of E and 
H, the values of Hj and in (4.2) are also the values found in the 
second medium. On the other hand, by the modification of (2.4) 
appropriate for the second medium, we must also have 


a - 


k X E^ 


where Zq is the value for the second medium. 
(4.3), we may solve for r, finding 


== ^0 - -go . 

Zq + Zq 


(4.3) 

Equating (4.2) and 


(4.4) 


In (4.4) we have solved the problem of finding the reflection coefficient 
for the electric field, at a boundary between two media in a wave 
guide. The analogy of this to Eq. (3.4), Chap, X, is obvious, though 
the meaning of the symbols is somewhat different. Proceeding in 
the other direction, we have 


i±I==^. 

1 — r Zq 


(4.5) 
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Thus we see that a measurement of reflection coefficient allows us to 
find the quantity Zq characteristic of the second medium. 

Often in actual practice there are other sorts of discontinuities 
in wave guides in addition to a simple change of index of refraction. 
For instance, there may be a diaphragm in the guide, with a hole 
of some arbitrary shape in it. At such an obstacle, part of the wave 
will be reflected, part transmitted. We can then set up a reflection 
coefficient, just as we have done in the case we have discussed, and 
can get the properties of the reflection by measuring the standing- 
wave ratio and the position of the standing-wave minima. In such 
cases it is often convenient to define a quantity like the Zq of (4.5), 
characterising the obstacle. We have already pointed out, in Sec. 2, 
Chap. VIII, the analogy between quantities like 2o and an impedance; 
in this way we are allowed to assign certain impedances to obstacles in 
wave guides, which prove to be pure reactances in case they introduce 
no losses. A further discussion of such reactances is beyond the scope 
of this text. 

6. Resonant Cavities. — We have already pointed out that, by ter- 
minating a guide with two perfectly reflecting walls, we form a resonant 
cavity. At each such wall, say at ^ = 0, z = If, the field will be 
perfectly reflected, so that there will be a standing-wave pattern set 
up within the cavity, with infinite standing-wave ratio. To satisfy 
boundary conditions at both walls, we must have the tangential 
electric field zero at each, and this can be accomplished only if there 
is an integral number of half wave lengths in the length ilf . Thus 
we have the condition 

M = (5.1) 

where m is an integer. Putting this into Eq. (1.8), we then have 



That is, the free-space wave length, and frequency, are definitely 
determined for a cavity resonance. For each cutoff wave length of 
the guide, we shall have an infinite number of resonant modes of the 
resonant cavity; so that, since in general there will be a double infinity 
of cutoff wave lengths, there will be a triple infinity of resonant modes 
for the cavity. We can, of course, get formulas fur the resonant 
frequencies in any case in which we can compute the cutoff wave 
lengths, as in the cases of rectangular and circular guides which we 
have already discussed. 
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The resonant cavities formed in this way, by putting reflecting 
walls at the ends of a guide, form but a special case of the general 
problem of resonant ca\dties. Resonant modes of oscillation can 
exist in any cavity bounded by perfectly reflecting walls, no matter 
what its shape. In some cases we can solve for the fields (as for 
instance in the spherical cavity, which we shall mention in the next 
chapter), but in the great majority of cases there is no practical 
way to solve the wave equation. We cannot in general reduce the 
solution of MaxwelFs equations to the solution of a scalar wave 
equation like (2.2), as we have been able to do for the guide; we must 
find vector solutions from the outset. The problem of discussing 
fields inside an arbitrary resonant cavity is then a complicated one, 
but nevertheless we can prove certain general theorems about them, 
even without being able to solve for them analytically. These 
theorems are, however, too complicated for us to take up here. 


Problems 

1. A wave travels along an air-filled coaxial line having an inner conductor of 
radius a and a sheath of inner radius h, both of negligible resistance, the peak 
voltage and current of this wave being and /. Using cylindrical coordinates, 
with the z axis coincident with the axis of the line, show that the electric and 
magnetic fields are given by 

1 j Hq 

r in 0/0 2iirr 


What value must i3 have? Find the characteristic impedance V /I and the wave 
impedance Er/H$ in terms of eo, mo, a, and b. 

2. Starting with Eq. (3.4) for the longitudinal electric-field component, derive 
expressions for the transverse components of E and H for TM waves in a rec- 
tangular wave guide. 

8. For the case of TE and TM modes in a rectangular wave guide, compute 
Poynting's vector, its average value, and from this the power transmitted by these 
modes. For the lowest TE modes in a rectangular wave guide, find an expression 
for the maximum power that can be transmitted if the electric field cannot exceed 
a value Eq without sparking. 

4. Find expressions for the field components for TE and TM waves in a circular 
wave guide. Discuss the degeneracies present in these modes, especially those 
resulting from the relation 

6. Show by direct substitution in MaxwelPs equations that the following field 
for a TM wave is a solution of these equations: 


H* - - 
F. - q: 


/SwM 

03IX s/k^ 








where fc* aa Use this solution to discuss the propagation of a surface 
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wave along a metal surface. I^et the metal fill the space ?/ < 0, with air for > 0. 
Write the appropriate solutions in both regions, and show from the boundary 
conditions that ^ is given by l/A^ = l/k^ + lA'o, with == Now assume 

that the conductivity <r of the metal is high so that ^ kl. Compute the total 
current in the metal per unit -width in the x direction, and show that it is equal to 
the magnetic field at the metal-air surface, just as if one had a perfect conductor. 
From the y component of the Poynting vector, compute the power flow into the 
metal at the boundary y ^ 0, and show that it is of the form PR, with I the xms 
total current in the metal. Show further that this resistance R is the same as if 
the current density were uniform to a depth below the metal surface equal to the 
skin depth and aero below this. 

6, A wave guide is terminated by a thin conducting surface perpendicular to 
the axis of the guide. Find the resistance per square of this conductor (that is, 
the re.sistance across a square of the material, from one side to the opposite side, 
which is independent of the size of the square), such that a -wave falling on the 
surface %vill be totally absorbed, with no reflection. Find the relation of this 
resistance per square to the quantity Zq of (2,4). 

1, A wave guide is filled with a dielectric giving a value of Zo[from (2.4)] for 
z < 0; another dielectric giving Zi for 0 < z < L; and a third giving Z^ for L < z. 
A wave travels in the direction of increasing z, and in addition there are reflected 
waves, in the direction of decreasing z, for z < 0, and for 0 <z < L, By con- 
sidering the boundary conditions at the surfaces of separation, find the amplitude 
of the reflected -wave for < 0. Show that this amplitude is zero if L equals a 
quarter of a guide wave length (in the material filling the section 0 < z <L), and 
if ^1 — 
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SPHERICAL ELECTROMAGNETIC WAVES 


Suppose we have an electric charge oscillating sinusoidally with 
the time. This charge will send out a spherical electromagnetic wave, 
radiating in all directions. Several physical problems are connected 
with such a wave. First, the phenomenon may be on a large scale, as 
in a radio antenna. Radiation from a vertical antenna, as a matter 
of fact, can be treated approximately by replacing the antenna by 
such an oscillating charge. But also on a smaller scale we can treat 
the radiation of short electromagnetic waves, or in other words light, 
from an atom that contains oscillating electrons. The electrons may 
have been set in motion by heat or bombardment, in which case we 
have the treatment of the emission of light from a luminous body; or 
they may be in forced motion under the action of another light wave, 
as in the case of the scattering of light. As a first step in the discussion 
of these problems, we consider the solution of Maxwell's equations in 
spherical coordinates. This solution, similar to the one we found in 
Chap. Ill for the static problem, will reduce in a simple case to the 
field of an oscillating dipole, which we require for the applications 
mentioned above. At the same time, it will give us the field of any 
oscillating multipole. Other forms of the same solution will lead to 
the field inside a spherical resonant cavity, or more generally in a 
cavity resonator bounded by smdaces r = constant, 6 = constant, and 
(p == constant, in a system of spherical polar coordinates. We pass 
then to the solution of MaxwelPs equations, later taking up their 
applications. 

1. MaxwelPs Equations in Spherical Coordinates. — ^In spherical 
polar coordinates, r, 0, we can define a vector such as E in terms of 
its components Eb, E^, along the directions in which these coordi- 
nates increase. Then, using the methods of vector operations in 
curvilinear coordinates, which are discussed in Appendix IV, MaxwelPs 
equations for free space, in the absence of charge and current, become 


sin d 


_dd 

1 


(sin B E^) 
dEr 


r sin B dtp 


— 

d(p 

1 d{rE^) 
r dr 
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dt 
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The first three of these represent the equation curl E + fio dlL/dt = 0, 
the fourth is div H = 0, the next three are curl H -* eo dE/dt = 0, 
and the last is div E = 0, where as before the divergence equations 
contribute no new information not included in the others. The 
solutions of these equations represent, in general, waves propagated 
outward, or inward, along the radius. Thus the r direction can be 
considered the direction of propagation. As with the case of the 
wave guides considered in Chap. XI, there are two types of waves: 
transverse electric, or TEj in which the longitudinal component of the 
electric field, Er, is zero; and transverse magnetic, Tl/, in which 
Hr is zero. We shall set up the solutions of both types, and consider 
their propei'ties. 

The solution of the wave-guide problem was simplified a great 
deal because we could assume from the outset that each component 
of the field varied exponentially along the z axis, the direction of 
propagation. It cannot be assumed in a corresponding way here 
that the components vary exponentially with r; as a matter of fact, 
their dependence on r is given by certain BesseFs functions, which 
approach an exponential form only for large values of r. Therefore 
we cannot at once carry through derivations like those of Eqs. (2.2), 
(2.3), and (2.4) of Chap. XI, expressing all the field components in 
the TE case algebraically in terms of Hz, and all the field components 
in the TM case in terms of Ez^ Nevertheless an essentially equivalent 
discussion can be carried through, except that here the relations are 
not simply algebraic but involve differentiation. 

Thus let us start with the TE case. We let Hr he a scalar function 
of r, Bj <p. It is slightly more convenient to operate, not with Hrj but 
with a quantity that we may denote Uj defined by 

u — rHr* 


( 1 . 2 ) 



ELECTROMAGNETISM 


150 


[Chap. XII 


It will appear that the equation that must be satisfied by u is the wave 
equation, which in spherical polar coordinates becomes 


dr\ dr / 


+ 


1 d f . .du\ 
sin 6 dO \ ^ dB ) 


j. ^ _ 1 ^ 

sin^ 6 d<p“ di^ 


= 0 . 


(1.3) 


We assume a sinusoidal dependence on time, varying according to 
the exponential The equation can then be solved by separation 
of variables, just as in Sec. 2, Chap, III, where we discussed the cor- 
responding static problem. Letting u be of the form 


we find that the functions satisfy the equations 
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( 1 . 6 ) 

(1.7) 


similar to Eqs. (2.3), (2.4), and (2.1), of Chap. III. We shall discuss 
the solutions of these equations in the next section. Assuming that 
we have found u from them, we can now set up values for ail the other 
field components. 

It is not easy to proceed straightforwardly to a solution of Max- 
wells equations. We find, however, the following equations for the 
field components in terms of u: 
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By direct substitution in MaxwelFs equations^ (l.l), we can show 
that these eciuations are satisfied if u obeys the wave equation (1,3), 
or its equivalent equations (1,5), (1.6), (1.7). Thus we prove that 
the functions (1.8) are the solutions of the problem which we desire. 
We note that, instead of defining Ho and directly in terms of u, we 
can instead set up the relations 


Ho 

/f, 


(tE,), 


1 1 d 

jcofio r dr 

-1 1 a , „ , 

_ (rEo), 

joJMo r dr 
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We shall soon see that these equations form the analogy to the rela- 
tion (2.4) of Chap. XI, giving the relation between the transverse 
components of E and H in a wave guide. 

The relations for the transverse magnetic, Tlf, case are analogous 
to those just set up. In that case, we have a longitudinal component 
Er of electric field, which w’e write as 


Er - 


V 

'-J 
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( 1 . 10 ) 


where v satisfies the same wave equation (1.3) that u satisfied. In 
terms of v, we can then write the other components as 
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( 1 . 12 ) 


We now have our complete set of equations for determining the fields, 
and shall consider their solutions in the next section. 

2. Solutions of Maxwell’s Equations in Spherical Coordinates. — 
To find the components of a field in spherical coordinates, we have 
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seen that we must first find a scalar u or satisfying the wave equa- 
tion (1.3), which separates to give (1.5), (l.G), and (1.7). The depend- 
ence on angle, given in (1.6) and (1.7), is just as it is in the static case 
taken up in Chap. Ill, and as in that case we find that 0 = Pr(cos 0), 
# = sin mip or cos vicp. The equation for the function P, however, is 
more complicated than in the static case, though it reduces to it for 
o) == 0. If we make the substitution R = //V^j where / is a function 
of r, we find that (1.5) is transformed to BesseFs equation for a Bessel 
function of order Z + Thus we have R = /^-fi/ 2 (o^r/c)/Vr or 

It is customary to define spherical Bessel and Neumann functions 
jiix) and ni{x) by the equations 

ni{x) = (2.1) 

If I is an integer, which it will be in our applications, we can show, as 
is mentioned in Appendix VII, that ji and ni can be expressed in 
analytic form in terms of algebraic and trigonometric functions. For 
the first few functions we have 


sin X cos X 


sin X cos X 


At large values of x, the terms in l/x are the leading ones. In the 
general case, this leading term is given by 


ji{x) cos f a; 


In the opposite limit, as x tends to 2 :ero, we can expand in power 
series. In this case the leading term is 


1 • 3 • 5 • • • (2Z + 1) 

1 • 1 • 3 • 5 • • • (2Z ~ 1) 


In terms of these spherical Bessel functions, it is clear that our func- 
tions ti or V can be written in the form 


(?) (?) ^)(sin m<p or cos m^?). (2.5) 
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The question of which functions to use in (2.5) depends on 
the boiindaiy conditions to be satisfied, and this in turn depends on 
the problem that we are trying to solve. The simplest problem is the 
field within a cavity resonator bounded by a perfectly conducting 
spherical shell. In this case the field must be finite at the origin; 
therefore we can use only the functions jz, not the Neumann functions 
111 . Furthermore, the electiic vector may have only an r component 
at the value of r giving the radius of the sphere. This means, for a 
TE mode, as we see from (1.8), that ji{o)r/c) must be aero at the 
radius of the sphere, and for a TM mode, from (1.11), that the r 
derivative of rji{o>r/c) must be zero at this radius. These conditions 
easily determine the resonant frequencies of the various modes. We 
can almost as ea.si]y satisfy the boundary conditions for a resonator 
formed by the space between two concentric spheres. By making 
suitable combinations of ji{o)r/c) and ni{cc7*/c)j we see at once, from 
(2.2), that we can adjust the phase of the sinusoidal part of the func- 
tion to any desired value. We then may choose the phase correctly 
to satisfy the boundary condition on one of the surfaces, and determine 
the frequency to satisfy the conditions on the other surface. These 
problems have an obvious analogy to the two-dimensional problems 
of the modes within a circular cylinder, and a coaxial line, discussed in 
the preceding chapter. 

More interesting problems come when we take up the field in a 
region extending to infinity. In such cases, we are generally inter- 
ested, not in standing weaves, as in the solutions we have set up so far, 
but in traveling waves, traveling either inward or outward along r. 
Thus for instance in a problem of the emission of radiation from an 
atom or a radio antenna, we wish only waves traveling outward. 
It is easy to combine the Bessel and Neumann functions to secure 
traveling waves. The functions ji(x) ± jni{x) [where we are to dis- 
tinguish j = •%/— 1 iYomji(x)] are called ^^spherical Hankel functions.'^ 
From (2.3) we see that at large distances they approach the values 

jlix) ± jniix) — > ~ (2.6) 

Thus, if X is replaced by cor/c, we see that for the + sign this repre- 
sents the space part of a wave traveling in along r, and for the — sign 
a wave traveling out, in each case with an amplitude that falls off 
inversely as the distance, so that the intensity, which is proportional 
to the square of the amplitude, falls off inversely as the square of the 
distance. For radiation from a source then, we choose the — sign 
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in (2.6) j and thus secure only an outgoing wave, without an incoming 
wave. We note that the Hankel functions, containing the Neumann 
functions, all have singularities at the origin. Thus an outgoing 
wave must either be propagated from a finite charge distribution, 
within which, since the charge density is different from zero, MaxwelPs 
equations in the form (1.1) do not apply; in this case, a separate 
solution for the field wit.hin the charge distribution must be found, 
and it must be joined to the solution we have found; or the outgoing 
wave must be produced by a singularity of field, which can take the 
form of certain point charges, dipoles, and other multipoles. We shall 
take up examples of such singularities in a later section. 

A very important form of problem is that of scattering of radiation 
by an object of some sort. If the object has spherical symmetry, as 
for instance if it is a small sphere of metal or of a dielectric, we can 
solve the problem of scattering by means of our spherical solutions 
of MaxwelPs equations. For instance, let us consider scattering by a 
perfectly conducting sphere. Physically, we consider a plane wave 
incident on the sphere, and scattered spherical ■waves emerging from 
it. In this simple case, there is no mechanism for loss of energy, 
and all the energy scattered is made up from energy that strikes the 
sphere. We must make up the field by superposing solutions of the 
type w^e have considered. These solutions must satisfy boundary 
conditions of two sorts. First, at the surface of the sphere, the 
tangential components of electric field, and radial components of 
magnetic field, must be zero. To satisfy these, we must superpose 
Bessel and Neumann functions, in such a W’’ay as to make the function 
u equal to zero at the surface of the sphere for a TE mode, or the 
normal derivative of tv equal to zero for a TM mode. This can be 
done straightforwardly, and the result in general will not turn out to 
be a liankel function, and hence will represent both an incoming and 
an outgoing spherical wave. 

In addition to the boundary condition at the surface of the reflecting 
sphere, we must satisfy another condition, which requires more 
thought. We can easily state it physically: the disturbance must 
consist entirely of an incoming plane wave, plus outgoing spherical 
waves. To apply this condition, we must know how to describe a 
plane wave in terms of Bessel and Neumann functions. This is a 
rather involved problem, but in the similar case of a scalar wave 
equation, such as we should find for the scattering of sound, where we 
need only consider the pressure as a function of position, it becomes 
fairly simple. Considering only a scalar solution of the Avave equation, 
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coa 0 


00 

1 


1^0 


{21 + l){±jyPt{cus d)ji{kr). 


(2.7) 


Here Pz(cos 6) is the value which P?(cos d) takes on when m = 0. 
We note that r cos 0 ^ z, so that, if we set k — w/c, the function 
on the left of (2.7) represents the space-dependent fuiictioix which, 
combined with a time exponential would represent a piano wave 
traveling along the + z directioix. We thus see how to expand such a 
plane wave in terms of spheiical Bessel fnne lions. It is natural that 
no Neumann functions come into this expansion, for they wouhl intro- 
duce a singularity at the origin, which the plane wave does not have. 

To satisfy our requirements, we must then build uj) a solution 
of our problem, consisting of the sum of the plane wave (2.7), and 
only outgoing spherical waves. That is, the term of the solution 
associated with a given I value, and with in = 0 (for, as we easily see, 
this problem wall involve only terms for m — 0), will have the form 

{21 + l)(±i)^P?(cos Q){ji{kr) + <xi[ji{kr) - jni{kr)]} (2.8) 

where at is a coefficient measuring the amplitude of the Zth scattered- 
wave component. Thus we see that the ratio of the coefficients of 
and ni{kr) must be {ai + l)/{—jai). On the other hand, this 
ratio has been determined quite independently from the condition that 
the solution satisfy the boundai^^ condition at the surface of the 
reflecting sphere. Thus, by equating these two values of the ratio 
of coefficients, we can evaluate the and find the intensity of the 
scattered radiation. 

This procedure in principle is simple, but in practice a complete 
disc\ission of the problem, is beyond the scope of this text. We recall 
that our field is really a vector field, so that instead of (2.7) we must 
use a corresponding vector formulation of a plane wave in terms of 
spherical w-aves. When w’e do this, and carry through the discussion, 
we find the following sort of result: The behavior of the scattered 
radiation depends a great deal on the ratio of the diameter of the 
scattering sphere to the wave length. For a sphere very small 
compared with the wave length, the sphere acts almost as if it were 
in a uniform field. It then acquires a dipole moment, as we have 
shown in Chap. Ill, Sec. 4, This dipole alone scatters radiation, and 
we shall give an elementary discussion of this case in a later section 
of the present chapter, showing the type of radiation emitted from a 
dipole. As the sphere gets larger, it scatters a more and more compli- 

' V r x" '■ , 1 1 
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caied fieldj consisting now not only of dipole radiation, but of the 
fields of higher multipoles, which are discussed in Appendix VI. As 
the sphere becomes very large compared with a v/ave length, the 
outgoing wave takes on less and less of the character of a scattered 
wave, and approaches a reflected wave as predicted by geometrical 
optics for the simple optical problem of the reflection of a plane wave 
by a spherical mirror. In all these cases, we must consider not merely 
that part of the spherical wave which travels out in all directions, but 
in particular that part which travels in, almost the same direction 
as the plane wave, after it has passed over the scattering obstacle. 
In this case, the scattered and incident waves interfere with each other, 
and it can be shown that they interfere destructively, so as to remove 
energy from the incident wave, just enough to supply the energy 
radiated out in the scattered wave. If the obstacle is small compared 
with the wave length, this interference fills a poorly defined region 
behind the obstacle, whose dimensions are determined by interference 
theory, but as the obstacle becomes large, the region of destructive 
interference becomes sharply defined, and becomes the ordinary 
shadow of geometrical optics. Around the edge of this shadow, how- 
ever, there are diffraction fringes, alternations of intensity, resulting 
directly from the interference phenomenon. 

All this interference and diffraction comes as part of a complete 
discussion of the problem of scattering of a plane wave by a sphere, 
and makes it clear why a complete treatment of the problem is beyond 
the scope of the present book. However, we shall handle interference 
and diffraction in an elementary way in a later chapter, bringing out 
many of the features that are present in the exact solution. The type 
of discussion sketched in the present section is important not only in 
electromagnetic theory, but in all other forms of wave theory as well. 
A simple example is the scattering of sound, as treated for example 
by P.M. Morse, Vibration and Sound, 2d ed. (McGraw-Hill Book 
Company, Inc., New York). More far-reaching is the application 
to quantum mechanics. The problem of scattering of an electron, 
neutron, or other colliding particle by an atom or nucleus can bo 
handled to a first approximation, in wave mechanics, by a problem of 
scattering in a spherically symmetrical region where the index of 
refraction is a function of r. The mathematical framev''ork of this 
problem is identical with that which we have sketched here, and a 
thorough understanding of the solution of the wave equation in spher- 
ical coordinates is an essential for the understanding of any type of 
scattering of waves by small obstacles. 
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3. The Field of an Oscillating Dipole. — In many ways the most 
important spherical wave physically is that produced by an oscillating 
electric dipole. This is the simplest TM wave. If we consider our 
solution (1.11), we see that the function v must depend on B or in 
order that any of the components of field may be different from zero. 
Thus we cannot have Z = 0, since the spherical harmonic Po(cos d) 
is a constant and does not depend on angles at all. The lowest value 
that I may have is 1. In this case, m can be 0 or 1. We consider the 
case I — 1, = 0. This proves to be the simple dipole field. If we 

choose V to be 

V = cos d[ji(kr) - 


or 


V — cos d 




(3.1) 


where k = w/c, which is equivalent to it according to (2.2), we find 
for the field components 

E, _ I .in 8 [ - i + ^.] 

(Bp} 


The other field components are zero. These functions, of course, are 
to be multiplied by an arbitrary amplitude. 

To understand the meaning of our solution, let us first consider 
the terms that are important at small distances, those in the highest 
inverse powers of r (1/r® for Er and Eo^ 1/r^ for F^). We shall show 
that the terms in the electric force represent the field of an electric 
dipole at the origin and that the magnetic field is the field of the 
corresponding current element, derived from the time rate of change 
of the dipole moment, as found from the Biot-Savart law. We 
remember that a dipole of moment M has a potential 


, _ (M cos 6) 

as we saw in Eq. (5.1), Chap. III. The field is then 




dr 4 x 60 


2M cos 6 
— r-> 


- 


1 # 
r de 


4x6. 1-3 


(3.3) 
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We observe that these are just a constant, ~~jA’W/27r€ft, times the 
corresponding terms in (3.2). Similarly we note that a dipole whose 
moment was would carry with it a current element equal to its 
time derivative, or to joyMc^^K This small current element would 
have a magnetic field which would be given according to the 
Biot-Savart law, as described in Sec. 1, Chap. V, by 




itr 


sin d 
~r^' 


(3.4) 


This is likewise /27ren times the value from (3.2), at small 

distances. It is clear, then, that if we multiply (3.2) by this factor, 
we shall find a field that is a correct solution of Maxwell’s equations 
at all distances, and yet that reduces to the field of a dipole of moment 
at small distances, so that it must represent correctly the field 
of such a dipole. The field is 


E, = — eos d 

47reo 

^ ^Ko^t-kr) 0 

4:W€q 


+. 2 




At 


^3ib}i-kr) 0 


{h-r- ' {kr)\ 

_ JL 4- _ i... 4 

kr ^ {kry ^ {kr) 

1 4^1_ 
kr ^ {kry. 


frr)»] 


(3.6) 


4. The Field of a Dipole at Large Distances. — We have seen that 
at sufficiently small distances the field of an oscillating dipole reduces 
to what we should compute by Coulomb’s law and the Biot-Savart 
law. As kr becomes appreciable compared with unity (that is, as 
27rr/X becomes appreciable, or as r approaches l/27r wave lengths) the 
remaining terms become important. This is an example of a general 
situation: at distances from an oscillating charge distribution that 
are small compared with wave length, we can use Coulomb’s law and 
the Biot“Savart law. On the other hand, for distances large compared 
with a wave length, the situation is entirely reversed, and the first 
term in each expression in (3.5) becomes the important one. The 
leading terms in Ee and vary as 1/r, while the leading term of Er 
goes as 1/r^, and therefore can be neglected at sufficiently large dis- 
tances, The field, in other woixls, becomes transverse at large dis- 
tances, with an amplitude inversely proportional to the distance. In 
this range it is ordinarily referred to as the “radiation field.” We see 
that E and H become at right angles to each other, and check further 
that the ratio of Eq to appi'oaches the value V^o/eo, characteristic 
of plane waves in free space. 
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The intensity varies as sin^ 6^ so that the maximum radiation is 
at right angles to the axis of the dipole. To measure the intensity, v’e 
may compute the average value of Poynting^s vector. We have 


Sr = YiReEdh 


2"® IGir^eo 


sin‘^ 0 


1 

\krY 


Mo V gpMo sin^ B 

32‘7rV- 


{krY 


(4.1) 


We see that the intensity of radiation varies as l/r^, the inverse- 
square law, as of course it must if the total flux outward through 
a sphere is independent of the size of the sphere. To find this total 
flux, we must integrate over all directions, hy multiplying by the 
element of area 2Tr^ sin 6 dB and integrating from 0 to ?r. We then 
have 

j S da = 2,r sin“ 9 dB 

_ MO \/€uMo 0 )^M- 
12ir ‘ 


This is a well-known formula for the radiation from a dipole. The 
two essential features are that the radiation is proportional to the 
square of the amplitude of the dipole, and to the fourth power of 
the frequency. It can be used for such diverse problems as finding 
the rate of radiation from an excited atom, or from a I'adio antenna, 
if the latter can be approximated, as it often can, as an oscillating 
dipole. 

5. Scattering of Light. — In Sec. 3 we have given an indication 
of the theory of the scattering of light. We can take up easily a 
special and important case of scattering. Let a plane wave fall on 
the type of dipole that we have assumed in Chaps. IV and IX as 
being responsible for the dispersion and dielectric properties of matter. 
We assume the dipole to be small in dimensions compared with the 
wave length, so that the electric field acting on the dipole may be 
taken to be disregarding the variations with position. Let the 

dipole have an equation of motion 

m ^ + mg ™ (5.1) 

as in Eq. (1.2), Chap, IX, Then the dipole moment will be 
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m C05 — + 3 o}g 


( 6 . 2 ) 


This is the oscillating dipole moment produced by the field. 

The dipoles set into motion by the wave will emit light, which is 
scattered. The rate of emission by a single dipole is found by sub- 
stituting the absolute value of the dipole moment in (5.2) into (4.2). 
Often the scattering is measured by the scattering cross section <r. 
This by definition is the area on which enough energy falls from the. 
plane wave to equal the scattered intensity. Thus the rate of emission 
must equal a- times the Poyntiiig vector of the plane wave, which is 
M Veo/Mo ^ 0 - Making the substitutions, we then find 


/ Y 

3 [(cog — + (cor7j“J \SireQ'Wc'y 


(5.3) 


The quantity {e-/STeo}nc-) is the quantity that we found, in Sec. 4, 
Chap. Vni, to be a classical radius R of the electron of charge e. 
Thus we find the interesting result that dimensionally the scattering 
cross section is determined by the square of this classical radius, 
or by the classical cross section of the electron, though with a numerical 
factor, and with a factor depending on frequency, which behaves quite 
differently in diffei'ent parts of the spectrum. We shall now consider 
three important special cases of this scattering formula, holding for 
different frequencies: 

a. The Rayleigh Scattering Formula . — This is what we have in 
the case -where w is small compared with wo. Since for ordinary 
atoms Wo is a frequency in the ultraviolet, we have this condition 
in the visible range of the spectrum. Then (5.3) becomes 

The scattering is here proportional to or to l/X’', w'here X is the 
wave length. This is the Rayleigh scattering formula, developed to 
discuss the scattering of light by the sky. The proportionality to the 
inverse fourth power of the Avave length means that the short blue 
and violet waves will be scattered by the air molecules much more 
than the long red ones, resulting in the blue color of the scattered light 
from the sky. The transmitted light thus has the blue removed and 
looks red, explaining the color near the sun at sunset. 

h. The Thomson Scattering Formula . — In the other limiting case 
of X rays, -when the frequency is large compared with coq, the scattering 
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321 - 

3 




(5.5) 


the Thomson scattering formula. This formula gives a scattering 
independent of the wave length, and is very im])ortant in discussing 
X-ray scattering by substances. 

c. Resonant Scattering , — If w is nearly equal to wo, it is evident that 
the denominator can become very small, resulting in very large 
scattering. This phenomenon can be much more conspicuous than 
the other two cases. Thus a bulb filled with sodium vapor, which 
has a natural frequency in the visible region, illuminated with light 
of this color, will scatter so much light that it appears luminous. 
This phenomenon is called ‘h'esonance scattering.^' liere, as with 
the absorption lines discussed in Chap. IX, we have to correlate our 
classical theory of electric dipoles with the quantum theory. Actual 
atoms scatter, as they absorb, at frequencies connected with quantum 
transitions between energy levels. However, the same description 
of the dipoles that is correct for describing absorption and dispersion 
is also applicable to scattering. 

One observation regarding scattering is that, if the incident light 
is plane polarized, the dipoles will all vibrate along the direction of 
its electric vector. Thus there will be no intensity in the scattered 
light along this direction. The scattered light wall have a maximum 
intensity at right angles, and it will be plane polarized. It was by 
experiments based on these facts that the polarization of X rays was 
first found. 

6. Coherence and Incoherence of Light. — In the preceding para- 
graphs, we have calculated the scattering from a single dipole or a single 
atom, when a plane wave falls on it. It is found in practice that, 
in a gas containing N molecules per unit volume, the total intensity 
scattered by unit volume will be just N times that scattered by a 
single molecule. On the other hand, if the molecules are regularly 
arranged in a crystalline solid, there is practically no scattering, 
The effect rather is the dispersion and absorption discussed in Chap. 
IX. We must give closer consideration to the question of why this 
distinction exists, and why in particular the intensity of the scattered 
radiation from N molecules of a gas is N" times that from a single 
molecule. Since the Maxwell equations are linear, the field vectors 
E and H satisfy the superposition principle, so that we should expect 
the total amplitude to be the sum of the amplitudes in the various 
waves, in which case the total intensity, being the square of the ampib 
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tude, would certainly not be the sum of the separate intensities. The 
key to this situation is found in the relations between the phases 
of the various waves that we are adding: if they all have fixed phases 
relative to each other, they are said to be “coherent,” and the ampli- 
tudes add; whereas if they are in phases having random relations to 
each other they are “incoherent,” and the intensities add. 

To be more precise, let us consider the sum of a number of sinu- 
soidal waves, all of the same frequency, but of different amplitude 
and phase ; 


J Au cos - a,) = Qa,: COS ai^ COS o)t + Ak sin sin cat 


If all the phases should be the same, say ak = 0, then the amplitudes 
of the cosine and sine terms will be V *4^ and 0, respectively, so that 

k 

the amplitudes add, and the intensity is proportional to or, 

k 

if for instance there are N terms of equal amplitude, proportional to 
times the intensity of a single wave. On the other hand, the a’s 
may be completely independent of each other, meaning that each a is 
equally likely to have any value between 0 and 27r, independent of the 

others. Then we can see that Y Ak cos ak will be far less than ^ .4/,, 

k k 

since we shall have just about as many terms with positive values of 
cos ak as with negative, and the terms will just about cancel. 

The cancellation will not be complete, however, as we see if we 
compute the squares of the summations, which vre must add to get the 
intensity. The square of the first summation, for instance, is 

k cos ^ ^ AkAi cos ak cos ai, 

k k ky^l 


We must find the average of this, taking the a^s as independent. 
That is, we must perform tlie operation of integrating each a from 
0 to 2ir, and dividing by 27r. When we do this, the terms cos- ai, 
average to }% while the products of two independent a^s average to 

zero, leaving }4 ^ The other summation gives an equal term, 

so that we find that the mean-square amplitude, or mean intensity, 
averaged over phases, is the sum of the individual intensities. This 
is the state of complete incoherence, in which for N waves the intensity 
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is N times the intensity of a single wave, rather than N‘^ as for the 
coherent case. The cancellation of waves, then, while not complete, 
is more and more perfect as N increases, for N becomes a smaller and 
smaller fraction of as N increases. 

We can now apply the idea of coherence to the scattering of light 
from a gas. The phase of the wave at a point P, scjittercd by an 
atom at a, in Fig. 27, depends on the total path the light has teiveled 
from the source to a, and from a to P. Since the molecules of a gas 
have no fixed positions with respect to each other, these paths are in a 
random relation to each other, the phases arc incoherent, and \vc 
are justified in adding intensities. Such a procedure \^^uuld not be 
allowed for example in discussing the scattering of X mys by crystals, 



where the various atoms are in fixed lattice positions. Indeed, here 
we do get interference, and it is just by studying the interference 
patterns so obtained that we obtain our information about the lattice 
structure of crystals. Neither would the procedure be allowed in 
discussing the scattering from a gas in the same direction as the inci- 
dent radiation, as in (5), Fig. 27. For then the paths of the beams 
scattered from the various atoms are approximately equal, the waves 
are in phase, and they produce a resultant field at P proportional 
to the amplitude, rather than the intensity, of the incident wave. 
This scattered field can be shown to interfere with the incident wave 
in such a way that the resultant produces the refracted wave. The 
close relation of our scattering formulas to the formulas for the index 
of refraction, therefore, becomes clear, and it is evident that our two 
problems of refraction and scattering, though we have treated them 
separately, are really parts of the same subject. Scattering straight 
ahead produces refraction, and does not depend on exact placing of the 
molecules. Scattering to the sides, on the other hand, docs not occur 
unless the molecules have a random arrangement; then the intensity, 
not the amplitude, is proportional to the number of molecules. 

We have just been considering the coherence of scattered light. 
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There is another aspect of coherence, related to this, which can be 
discussed in a similar way. This is the incoherence between differ- 
ent independent sources of light, even when they have the same 
frequency. It is based on the relation between coherence and the 
spectrum. The amplitude of a wave of light, as a function of time, 
is never exactly sinusoidal, but is really a much more complicated 
function. It is often desirable, however, to resolve such a function 
into a spectrum; that is, write it as a sum of sinusoidal waves of 
different frequeney. This can be conveniently done by Fourier series, 
as is discussed in Appendix III. 

To do this, we take a Fourier series with an extremely long period 
Ty so long that all the phenomena we are interested in take place in a 
time short compared with T, so that we are not bothered by the 
periodicity of the series. Then, if our function fit) y we have 

«) - s (An COS 0:>nt + Bn SiU 

n 

where 

An = 7n / fif) cos CoJ (Lty Bn = Jn / /(O si^ (Uy 

I J ~‘T/2 -I J -T/2 

_ 27rn 

This gives an analysis into an infinite number of sine w-aves, with 
frequencies spaced very close together (on account of the veiy small 
size of 27r/!r). No actual, physical wave is then perfectly sinusoidal, 
in the sense of having but one term in this expansion with an amplitude 
different from zero. We shall show in a problem that even a perfectly 
sinusoidal wave that persists for only a finite length of time will have 
appreciable amplitudes for all those frequencies within a range Acj, 
equal in order of magnitude to the reciprocal of the time during which 
the wave persists, so that a sine wave of long lifetime will correspond 
to a sharp line in the spectrum, while a rapidly interrupted wave will 
give a broad line. This is obseiwed experimentally in the fact that 
increasing the presvsure of a gas, thereby making collisions more 
frequent and interrupting the radiating of the atoms, broadens the 
spectral lines. 

The intensity is proportional or to the square of the summa- 

tion over ireqiiencies. Just as before, this square consists of terms like 
A% cos^ ointy and cross terms like cos cos Instantaneously 
none of these terms are necessarily zero. But if we avei^age over 
time, the terms of the first sort average to A%/2y while those of the 
second sort average to zero. The final result, then is that the time 
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average intensity is the sum of th(.‘ intensities of the various fre** 
quencies:/-(2l) — }4 ^ (Ai + Bl), We are justified in considering the 

71 

terms connected with a given v to be the intensity of light of that 
particular frequency in the spectrum, so that we have the theoretical 
method of determining the spectral analysis of any disturbance. And 
we see that the following statcmoiit is true : on a time average, sinu- 
soidal waves of different frequencies are always incoherent, and never 
interfere. 

It is known expcirimentally that light from two different sources 
never interferes; to get interference we must take light from a single 
source, split it into two beams, and allow these beiims to recombine. 
If we regarded the sources as being monuclircariatic, it Wiuild hv. hard 
to see why this should be, for the amplitudes of two Avaves of the same 
frequenc3^ should add, rather than tlie intensities, and this is the essence 
of interference. But when we obseiwe that each source reallj^ is 
represented by a Fourier series, the situation becomes plain. For 
two sources are always so different that their Fourier series will be 
entirely different. If we analyze both of them, the phase of the radia- 
tion of frequency co„ from one will be entirely independent of the phase 
of the corresponding frequency from the other. Thus if we add, 
square, and average over this random relation between the phases 
of the two sources, the cross terms Avill cancel, and the intensities 
add. The randomness comes in this case, not in adding a great many 
terms of the same fi'equency, but in combining the terms of different 
frequencies, which are related in entirely independent Avays in the two 
sources. 

Problems 

1. Discuss the weakening of sunlight because of scattering, as the light passes 
through the atniospherci. Assume that the niolecules of the atmosphere have a 
natural frequency at 1,800 A (where absorption is obscrvetl). Let each molecule 
contain an electron of this frequency. Assume that the number of molecules 
such as to give the normal barometric pressure. Find the fracaional weakening of 
a beam due to scattering in passing through a sheet of tliitikness ds, and from tliis 
set up the differential equation for intensity as a function of the distance. Solve 
for the ratio of intensity to the intensity before striking the atmosphere, for the 
sun shining straight down, and for it shining at an angle of incidence of 60°. Con- 
stants: e — 1.60 X 10-1^ coulomb, m — 9.1 X kg, number of molecules in 
1 gm-mol « 6.03 X 10^^ 

2. A vibrating dipole radiates energy, and therefore its own energy?- decreases. 
Noting that the rate of radiation is proportional to the energy, set up the differen- 
tial equation for the energy of the dipole as a function of the time. Find how’- long 
it takes the dipole to lose half its energy. Work out numerical values for the 
sort of dipole considered in Frob. 1. 
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3. Using the results of Prob. 2, find the equivalent damping term that would 
make the dipole lose energy at the same rate as the radiation. This damping is 
called the ‘^radiation resistance.” 

4, Suppose we have an alternating current of maximum value /, in a vertical 
antenna of length L. Treating this as a dipole, find the total radiation. Show 
that the equivalent resistance necessary to produce the same power loss (the 
radiation resistance) is 

O ^ Co A“ 


5. Show that the field of an oscillating dipole of moment pointing 

along the axis of the spherical coordinates, can be derived from the following sctilar 
and vector potentials: 


^ r 

^ 47re« dr L J 


cos 




~r/c) 


A-irr 
47rr 


cos B 


sin e. 


Aq 

A,. - 0. 

6. The so-called “Hertz vector” arising from a dipole of moment at a 


distance r from the dipole, is equal to 

n - 


47r€o^’ 


and points in the direction of the dipole moment. Show that in terms of the 
Hertz vector the potentials can be found from the expressions 


A - 


an 

to.UO "TT'i 

at 


xj/ ^ — div n. 


7, Show from the Hertz vector that the field at large distances from a dipole 
is given by 

8. Find the spectrum of a disturbance that is zero up to ^ — 0, is sinusoidal 
until t « Tof then is zero permanently. {Hint: Make the period T of the Fourier 
series indefinitely large compared with To.) 

8, Find the spectrum of a disturbance that starts at f ~ 0, and is a sinusoidal 
damped wave after that. Show that the curve for intensity as a function of 
frequency has the same form as a resonance curve, in general, and that its breadth 
is connected with the damping constant in the same way. This illustrates an 
important principle: the emission and absorption spectra of the same substance 
are essentially equivalent. The resonance curve represents the absorption curve, 
because of the relation of forced oscillators and dispersion, whereas the damped 
wave is the emission. {Hint: Make the period T indefinitely large compared with 
the time taken for the oscillation to 1/eth of its value.) 



CHAPTER XIII 

HUYGENS^ PRINCIPLE AND GREEN’S THEOREM 

Huygens’ principle provides a welLknown elementary method for 
treating the propagation of -waves, and in this chapter shall con- 
sider its mathematical baekgro\ind, showing its (*lose connection with 
Green’s theorem. The method is this: From each point of a given 
wave front, at t = 0, we assume that sphcric^.al -wavelets originate. 
At time tj each wavelet will have a radius ci, and the envelope of these 
wavelets will form a new surface, which according to Huygens is 
simply the resulting wave front at this later time t Thus, if the 
original wave front was a plane, it is eas}^ to see that the final one 
will be a plane distant by the amount ci, while if it is a sphere, the final 
wave front will be a concentric sphere whose radius is larger by cf. 
In either case this construction gives us tlie correct answer, agreeing 
with the more usual methods of computation. The one difficulty 
is that our construction would give a wave traveling backward, as 
well as one traveling forward; the solution of this difficulty appears 
when we use the methods of the present chapter. 

We may look at our proc^ess in a slightly diherent way, not used 
by Huygens, but developed early in the nineteenth century when the 
interference of light was being worked out by Young and Fresnel. 
Suppose that, instead of taking the envelope of all the spherical wave- 
lets, we consider that each of these wavelets has a certain amplitude, 
consisting of a sinusoidal ^dbration. We then add these vibrations, 
Just as if the wavelets were being sent out 1'jy interfering sources of 
light, and the resulting amplitude is taken to be that in the actual 
wave. This process can be shown to lead to essentially the same result, 
and it is this which can be justified theoretically. As a further gen- 
eralization, it is not necessary to take the original surface to be a wave 
front; it can be any closed surface, so long as we allow the scattered 
wavelets to have the suitable phase and amplitude. 

Our final result, then, is this: The disturbance at a point F of a 
wave field may be obtained by taking an arbitrary closed surface, and 
performing an integration over this surface. The contribution of a 
small element of area da of this surface equals the amplitude at P of a 
spherical wave starting from da at such a time that it reaches P at 
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time t The simplest form of spherical wave is one we did not men- 
tion in Chap. XII. It is a scalar solution of the wave equation, 
independent of angles, and depending only on r. The wave equation 
(1.3) of Chap. XII, in a case where u depends only on r, may be written 

•^2"' ^ 


which has solutions = 


± r/c) 


where / is an arbitraiy function. 


If we have a simple sphei’ieal wave of this shall choose the 

— sign, so as to represent a wave traveling out along the radius with 
velocity c, and of amplitude varying inversely as the distance. Now 
the contribution of an element da must surely be proportional to the 
disturbance at da, which we may call / (a function of time and posi- 

J ~ 

the final result. Wo ai'e thus led to a formula of this sort: 


tion), and to da. Hence we have something like 


■ da for 


/ (at a point P) — constant X j — — da, 

where the surface integral is over a surface surrounding P. This sug- 
gests the solution of Laplace’s equation by Green’s method, where 
we obtained the value of a function ip at an interior point of a region 
where VV was zero as a surface integral over the boundary. As a 
matter of fact, an analogue to Green’s theorem is the correct statement 
of Huygens’ principle, and replaces the formula that we derived 
intuitively above, and that is nob Just correct. We shall now proceed 
to set up this theorem, first introducing the retarded potentials, which 
are closel}^ related to the problem. 

1. The Retarded Potentials. — In Chap. VII, we introduced scalar 
and vector potentials, *p and A, giving the electric and magnetic fields 
by the relations 

E = - grad <P 
B = curl A. 


For these potentials, in empty space, we found the equations 


VV 

V2A - 


1 d"<p 

1 d^k 
dt- ' 


P 


-MoJ, 


( 1 . 1 ) 
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or d^Alembert^s equation. We first ask how to get a solution of 
Alembert’s equation analogous to the simple solution 



of Poisson’s equation. We shall not cany through the proof of the 
solution, for that is rather complicated. Bui tiie essence of the solu- 
tion of Poisson’s equation is that we divide up ail space into volume 
elements dv, and that pdv/4Te(ir is th(‘ ])otential of the point charge 
p dv at a distance r. This potential, of course, is a solution of Laplace’s 
equation, as is 1/r, at all points except for r = 0, where the charge is 
located. 

In a similar way, to solve d’Alembert’s equation, we divide up 
our charge into small elements, and vudto the jiotential as the sum 
of the sepal ate potentials of these small charg(^s. The separate poten- 
tials must now be, except at r = 0, solutions of the wave equation. 
This means that, since any change of the charge will be propagated 
outward with the velocity c, the potoniial at a given point of space 
resulting from a particular charge cannot be derived from the instan- 
taneous value of the charge, but must be determined, instead, by 
what the charge was doing at a previous instant, earlier by the time 
r/c required for the light to travel out from the charge to the point 
we are interested in. In other words, if p{x^y^zfy is the charge density 
at y, z at the time and r is the distance from Xj y, z to x\ ?/’, / 
where we are finding the field, we shall expect the potential of the 
charge in dv to be 

pjx^yjZ^t — t/c) dv 
r 

and for the whole potential we shall luu'c 
___ i r p{x^y,zd — r/c) dv 

^ 4X60 ./ V 

4x 

This solution is, as a matter of fact, correct. We have already 
"fiH — j* { d\ 

seen that - - — - - - is a solution of the wave equation, where / is 

any function, so that the integrand actually satisfies the wave equa- 
tion, as in the earlier case 1/r satisfied Laplace’s equation. The 
potential <p determined by this equation is called a ^ Retarded poten- 
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tial/’ since any change in the charge is not instantaneously observable 
in the potential at a distant point, but its effect is retarded because 
of the finite velocity of light. The solution for each component of 
the vector potential is determined in an analogous manner. 

2, Mathematical Formulation of Huygens’ Principle. — In discuss- 
ing the application of Green’s theorem to the solution of Poisson’s 
equation in a finite region of space, we proved in Sec. 6, Chap. Ill, that 

“s/ / (p grad grad ¥>-n)da, (2.1) 

the result of the last paragraph being the special case where the region 
of integration is infinite and the surface integral drops out. We now 
wish to find an analogous theorem for use with d’Alembert’s equation. 
Here again we shall not give a real derivation, for this is complicated, 
but shall merely describe the formula that results, and show that it is 
plausible. We have already discussed the volume integral. In the 
surface integral, the first term gave the potential of a double layer of 
strength proportional to tp/ir, the second the potential of a surface 
charge of magnitude proportional to 

(£jgv<xd„.n, or 

Each of the terms, sp grad (1/r) • or <p[B{l/r)/dn] and {l/T){d(p/dn) 
is a solution of Laplace’s equation since it represents the potentiol of 
certain charges. 

In our case of the wave equation, the formula has two correspond- 
ing terms: one giving the potential of a double layer, the other of a 
surface charge. But now the charges change wfith time, so that we 
must use solutions of the wave equation in the integral. We have 
already seen that the solution of the wave equation corresponding to 
1/r is f{t — r/c)/T] hence we expect the second term to be replaced 
by —{l/T){d^/Bn)t~^r/c, where this means that the partial derivative, 
which is now a function of time as well as of position on the surface, 
is to be computed, not at but at t — (r/c). Similarly corresponding 
to d{l/r)/dn^ the difference of the potentials of two equal and opposite 
point charges at neighboring points of space, %vc have 



Remembering that in differentiating with respect to n we must regard 
r as a variable each time it occurs, this is 
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+ iA 

r dll 



cos (?i,r) 


r 


fit - r/c) 
r 


, 1 — r /c) 

di 


where in the last term wc have used the relation 


dfjl - r/c) 
dn 


df(t — r/c) d{i. - r/c) 

d{f, ” r/c) dn 

yq - r/c )/ 1 dr\ 

di \ c dnj 


cos {n,r) 

c 


df{t - r/c) 
di 


We should therefore expect to have 



This, as a matter of fact, is the correct formula. The hrst term 
represents the potential due to all the charge within the volume; if 
there are no sources of radiation within this volume, the volume 
integral is then zero, and that is the usual case with optical applica- 
tions. The surface integral represents the remaining potential as 
arising from a distribution of charge and double distribution about th(' 
surface, each surface element sending out a wavelet that on closer 
examination proves to be the Huygens' wavelet we are interested in. 
Thus, starting from Green's theorem and d'Alembert's equation, we 
have arrived at a mathematical formulation of Huygens' theorem. 

To give a suggestion of the rigorous proof of this formula, we could 
proceed as follows: First, wc notice that (p defined by this integral 
satisfies the -wave equation; for since each term of the integrand 
separately is a solution, the sum must also be. Now it follows from 
this, although we have not proved it, that if the solution reduces to 
the correct boundary values at all points of the boundary, the solution 
must be the correct one, the reason being essentially that Ihe boundary 
values determine a solution uniquely, so that, if we have one solution 
of the equation with the right boundary values, it must be the only 
correct solution. We must then show that the <p defined by the 
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integral actually has the correct boundary values. This could be 
done by a more careful treatment, and we should then have a demon- 
stration of the formula. The more conventional proof, however, is a 
fairly direct though complicated application of Green’s theorem. 

We shall now take our general formula (2.2), and apply it to the 
cases we meet in optics, showing that it reduces to something like 
the formula that we derived earlier intuitively. We suppose that 
light is emitted by a point source, and that the value of some quantity 
connected with it, and satisfying the wave equation (one of the com- 
ponents of the fields or potentials — they all satisfy the same relations) 

has the form ? where vi is the distance from the source to the 

Ti 


point where we wish to find the disturbance. Then we wish to get 
the disturbance at P, not by direct calculation, but by using Huygens’ 
principle. Suppose we take a closed surface. This surface can sur- 
round either the source, or the point P where we wish the disturbance, 
fn any case, we define n as the normal pointing out of the part of the 


space in which P is located. 


At a point of the surface, (p = 


A. 

__ ^ 


where ri is the distance from the source to the point on the surface. 
We then have, if r is the distance from P to a point on the surface, 


d<p(t — r/c) 
dt 


^g 7 w[i~*(r+ri)/c] 

josA 

ri 


d<p(t — r/c ) 
dn 


cos {n,ri) 



(r+rO/c] 


ri 


'Thus finally, substituting in (2.2) and rearranging terms, 


= i. fA 

Air J TV I 




0 "t) 


COS (?^,ri) 


da. (2.3) 


In this formula, as in Chap. XII, we have two sorts of terms, some 
significant at small, others at large values of v and Vi. We easily 
see that, if r and are large compared with a wave length, as is always 
the case in optics, the only terms we need retain are those in jo^/c. 
Hence to this approximation 


ip = 


ewI«-(--H-i)/=l[cos (n,,r) 


— cos (n,ri)] da. 


( 2 . 4 ) 
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This final form suggests our earlier, intuitive formulation of 

Huygens^ principie. The incident amplitude at da is Now 

we set up, starting from da, a wavelet whose amplitude is this value, 
retarded by the amount r/ c, divided by r, and multiplied by the factor 
(j/2X)[cos (?i,r) — cos (n,ri)] da. This is just what we should expect, 
except for the last factor. The term j introduces a change of phase 
of 90°, not present in Huygens’ form of the principle, but necessary. 
The term cos (ft,r) ~ cos (n,ri) makes the wavelets have an amplitude 
that depends on angle. When r and ri arc in opposite directions, which 
is the case when the surface is between the source and P, the factor 
approaches 2; whereas, when r and Vi are parallel, and the surface is 
beyond P, it becomes zero. This means that the wavelets do not 
travel backward, thus removing the difficulty noticed earlier in 
Huygens’ method. The wavelets have an amplitude depending on 
their wave length, decreasing for the longer wave lengths. 

Integration for a Spherical Surface by FresnePs Zones. — Let 
us now carry out our integration, and verify Huygens’ method, in a 
simple case. We take the surface to be a sphere, surrounding the 
source, and therefore a wave front. We note that n is the inner 
normal of the sphere. Thus ri is constant ail over the sphere, and 
cos (n,ri) = — 1 at all points, so that the formula simplifies to 

^ "" 2 ^^ — / ~ 

where /r == a)/c = 27r/X. Now suppose we introduce, as a coordinate 
on the sphere, the distance r from the point P; that is, we cut the sphere 
with spheres concentric with P, laying off zones between them, as in 
Fig. 28. We can easily get the area between r and r + dr^ and hence 



r*iG. 28. — Construction for Fresnel’s zones on a sphere surrounding the source. 


the element of area. Take as an axis the line joining the source 
and the point P, and consider a zone making an angle between B and 
0 do with the axis. The area of the zone is 2irT\ sin B dO, But now 
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by the law of cosines, if R is the distance from the source to P, 

7*2 = _|^ ^2 _ 2Rri cos 

and differentiating, 2r dr = 2Pri sin B dB. Hence for the area of the 
zone we have dr. Introducing this, -we have 

^ STp / ^"^*1cos (:n,r) + 1] dr, 

hth J rxnin 


where ri„iu == P — ri, = P + Ti. 

To carry out this integration, we use a device called “FresneFs 
zones, giving us an approximate value in a very elementary way. 
Beginning with we take a set of zones such that the outer edge 
of each corresponds to a value of r just half a wave length greater 
than the inner edge. The contributions of successive zones will almost 
exactly cancel. The integral, then, consists of a sum of terms, say 
Si — §2 + * • • + Sn, where the magnitudes of si, So, * * • , vary only 
slightly from one to the next. Now it is true in general that in such a 
series the sum is approximately half the sum of the first and last 
terms. We can see this as follows: We gi'oup the terms 





Now, because of the slow variation of magnitude, we have very nearly 
sj. = If tiiig however, each of the parentheses 

would vanish, leaving only 

In our case, the contribution of the first zone is to be considered, 
but that of the last zone is practically zero, because of the factor 
cos (w,r) + 1, so that the result is half the first zone. Now, in the 
first zone, cos {n,r) + 1 is so nearly equal to 2 that we can take it 
outside the integral, obtaining 


7rj ri 4 ‘X /2 


X P jB-ri 
2K 

n/c) 


L 

(e-J'*’-) 


g-lkr 

ii-n+x/2 
JR— n 


the correct value. 


R 

J2/c) 

_ , 




( 3 . 1 ) 
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In the derivations of this chapter we have traveled in a very 
ro\mdabout way to reach a very obvious result. We naturally ask, 
what is Huygens' principle good for, aside from a mathematical 
exercise? The answer is found in problems of diffraction. There 
f>ne has certain opaque screens, with holes in them, and a light wave 
falling on them. If the light comes from a point source, geometrical 
optics would tell us that the shadow of the screen would have perfectly 
sharp edges. But actually this is not true; there are light and dark 
fringes around the edge of the shadow. If the shadow^ is observed 
at a greater and greater distance, these fringes get proportionally 
larger and larger, until they entirely fill the image of the hole. Finally 
at great distances the fringes grow in size until the resulting pattern 
has no resemblance at all to the geometrical image. There are then 
two general sorts of diffraction: first, that in which the pattern is 
like the geometrical image, but with diffuse edges, and which is called 
Fresnel diffraction'^; secondly, that in which the pattern is so 
extended that it has no resemblance to the geometrical image, and 
which is called ^'Fraunhofer diffraction.” Both types of diffraction, 
as well as the intermediate cases, can be treated by using Huygens' 
principle. 

4. Huygens^ Principle for Bifeaction Problems. — Suppose that 
light from a point source falls on a screen containing apertures, 
and that we wish the amplitude at points behind the screen. Then 
we surround the point P, where we wish the field, by a surface con- 
sisting of the screen, and of a large surface, perhaps hemispherical, 
extending out beyond P, and enclosing a volume completely. We 
apply Huygens' principle to the surface. In doing so we assume 
(1) that the amplitude of the incident wave, at points on the apertures, 
is the same that it would be if the screen were absent; and (2) that 
immediately behind the screen, and at points of the hemispherical 
surface as well, the amplitude is zero, the wave being entirely cut off 
by the screen. This is, of course, an approximation, since at the edge 
of a slit, for example, the amplitude of the wave does not suddenly 
jump from zero to a finite value. The exact treatment is exceedingly 
difficult, but in the few cases for which it has been worked out, it 
substantiates our approximations, if the dimensions of the aperture 
are large compared with the wave length, showing that they lead 
to a correct qualitative understanding of the phenomena, though 
there are quantitative deviations. 

To find the disturbance at P, then, we integrate over the surface, 
but set the integrand equal to zero, except at the openings of the 
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screen, obtaining 

^ ^ A, (?i,r) — cos (ri^Ti)] da, 

J ri'i 

the integral being over the openings. We note that only the edges 
of the openings are significant, the shape of the screen away from 
the openings being unimportant. Now let us assume, as is almost 
always true in practice, that the distances Vi and r, from source to 
screen and from the screen to P, are large compared with the dimen- 
sions of the holes. Then l/nn and [cos (n,r) — cos (n,ri)] are so 
nearly constant over the aperture that we may take them outside 
the integral, replacing r and ri by mean values f and fi. If in addi- 
tion we write r + Vi in the exponential as f + fi + r' + where 
?•' and are the small differences between r and ri, and their values 
at some mean point of the aperture, we have finally 

T — ^ ^[cos {riyf) — cos J da, (4,1) 

The whole factor outside the integral may be taken as a constant 
factor so that, if we are interested only in relative intensities, we 
may leave it out of account. We finally have a sinusoidal vibration 
of which the amplitudes of the components of the two phases are 
proportional to C' = J cos k{r' + da, and = J sin /r(r' + rj) da. 
Hence the intensity is proportional to (7'^ + and our task is to 
compute this value. 



Fig. 29. — Fresnel’s zones on a plane. 


By using FresnePs zones, one can see qualitatively the explanation 
of the diffraction fringes, particularly in Fresnel diffraction. Suppose 
that we join the source S and a point P with a straight line, as in 
Fig. 29, and consider the point of the screen cut by this line, a point 
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for which r + ri has a minimum value. Let us surround this point 
by successive closed curves in which + ri differs from its minimum 
value by successive whole numbers of half wave lengths. It is not 
hard to see that these curves will be the intersections with the screen 
of a set of ellipsoids of revolution, whose foci are >S and P. Hence 
if the line SP is approximately normal to the screen, the curves will be 
approximately circles. Successive zones included between successive 
curves will propagate light differing by a half wave length from their 
neighbors. Now on the screen we may imagine the pattern of zones, 
and also the apertures. The whole nature of the diffraction depends 
on wLat zones are uncovered, and can transmit light, and wdiat ones 
are obscured by the screen. We may distinguish three cascvS, shown 
in Fig. 30: 



1 2 3 

Fig. 30. — Fresnel's zones and rectangular aperture. (1) Directly in path of light. (2) 
In geometrical shado’v^'. (3) On edge of shadow. 

1. The center of the system of zones lies well inside the aperture. 
The central zone is entirely uncovered, as are a number of the others. 
As we get to larger zones, we shall come to one of which a small part 
is covered; then one that is more covered; and so on, until finally we 
come to one only slightly uncovered; and then the rest are entirely 
obscured. Now we can write our integral, as in Sec. 3, as a sum of 
integrals over the successive zones. As before, these contributions will 
decrease very gradually from one zone to the next. When we reach 
the zones that are obscured, the decrease will become a little more 
rapid, but not so much as to interfere with the argument. We can 
still write the wLole thing as half the sum of the first and the last 
zones. In our case, the last zone that contributes has a negligibly 
small area exposed, so that it contributes practically nothing, and the 
whole integral is half the first zone. But this gives just the intensity 
we should have in the absence of the screen. 






178 


ELECTROMAGNETISM 


[Chap, XIII 


2, The center of the zone system is well behind the screen (P is 
in the geometrical shadow). Then the first few zones are obscured. 
A certain zone begins to be uncovered, until finally some zones are 
uncovered to a considerable extent. Large zones become obscured 
again, however. Thus in our sum, although there arc terms different 
from zero, both the first and ibe last terms are zero, so that the sum 
is zero. The intensity well inside the geometrical shadow is zero. 

3. The center of the zone system is near the edge of the screen. 
Then the first zone may be partly obscured, so that there is some 
intensity, but not so great as without the screen. Or the first zone 
may be entirely uncovered, but the next ones partly obscured. In 
these cases, the contributions from the successive zones may differ so 
much that our rule of taking the first and last terms is no longer 
correct. It is possiljle for the whole amplitude to be more than half 
the first zone, so that the intensity is actually greater than without 
the screen. As we move into the geometrical image from the shadow, 
it turns out that there is a periodic fluctuation, because of tiie uncov- 
ering of successive zones, and this explains the diffraction fringes. 

Problems 

1. Try to carry out exactly the iutogration that we did approximately by using 
Fresnel’s zones. 

2. The source is at infinity, so that a wave front is a plaice. Set up Fresnel’s 
zones, and find the breadth of the «th zone, and its area. 

S. A plane wave falls on a screen in which there is a circular hole. Investigate 
the amplitude of the diffracted wave at a point on the axis, showing that there is 
alternate light and darkness either as the radius of the hole increases, or as the 
point moves toward or away from the screen. {Suggestion: The integral consists 
of a finite number of zones.) 

4 A plane wave falls on a circular obstacle. Show that at a point behind the 
obstacle, precisely on the axis, there is illumination of the same intensity that we 
should have if the obstacle were not there. Explain wby this would not hold for 
other shapes of the obstacle. 

Take a few simple alternating series, such as, K + • » * , 

M — M + 3^ ‘ + M® ■“ * * * } and so forth, and find whether 

our theorem about the sum of a number of terms is verified for them. In doing 
this, it may be necessary to start fairly well out in the series, so as to satisfy our 
condition that successive terms differ only slightly in magnitude. 

6* Prove the statement that the boundaries of Fresnel’s zones are the inter- 
section of the screen with ellipsoids of revolution whose foci are the source and 
the point P. What happens to these ellipsoids as the source is removed to infinity ? 

7. A "zone i>late” is made by constructing 20 Fresnel zones on a plane glass 
plate for a source at infinity and blocking off the light from every other zone. 
This zone plane, when illuminated at normal incidence by a plane wave, acts as a 
kns and produces a bright spot on its axis at a distance of 1 m from the plate. 
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If the incident light is nioiiochromntic and of v/avc length 5,000 A, compute the 
radius of the zone plate and the intensity at the bright spot relative to its value in 
the absence of the zone plate. At what other points on the axis will there be 
intensity maxima? 

8. Consider a line source of light and a plane observation screen parallel to 
and at a finite distance from the line source. The wave fronts are cylindrical. 
Show that the Fresnel zones on a wave front at a distance d from the source are 
strips parallel to the line source, and compute the angles subtended 115^ these zones 
at the source. Suppose a straight-edged obsia(‘le is inserted between the source 
and tlie .screen, cutting off all the light below the plane perpendicular to the screen 
and passing through the light source. Discuss the variation of light intensity as a 
f\iiiction of position on the screen, and o])tain approximate expressions for the 
location of the maxima and minima. 



CHAPTER XIV 

FRESKEL AND FRAUNHOFER DIFFRACTION 

In the present chapter we proceed to the mathematical discussion 
of Fresnel and Fraunhofer diifraction^ based on the methods of Huy- 
gens^ principle derived in Chap. XIII. The problems that we take 
up are Fresnel and Fraunhofer diffraction through a slit; Fraunhofer 
diffraction through a circular aperture ; and the diffraction grating, an 
example of Fraunhofer diffraction. In Eq. (4.1) of the preceding 
chapter, we saw that the essential step in computing the diffraction 
pattern is the evaluation of the integral 

where k = 2t/X, and where the integration is over the aperture of 
the screen, da is an element of surface in the aperture, r is the dis- 
tance from the source to the element da, and ri the distance from 
the element to the point P where the field is being computed. If 
the incident wave is a plane wave, and the plane of the aperture 
is a wave front, then r is the same for all elements, and the factor 
g-jfcr canceled out of the integral. The remaining integral, 

J da, represents the sum at P of the amplitudes of spherical waves 
of equal intensity and phase starting from all points of the aperture. 
It is the interference of these waves which produces the diffraction 
pattern. 

1. Comparison of Fresnel and Fraunhofer Diffraction. — The two 
types of diffraction, Fresnel and Fraunhofer, arise from observing 
the pattern near to, or far from, the screen. Let the normal to the 
screen be the z axis, as in Fig. 31, and let the screen containing the 
aperture be at 3 = 0. The light passing through the aperture is 
caught on a second screen at z = R. Physically, the diffraction 
pattern has the following nature: close to the aperture, the light 
passes along the z axis as a column or cylinder of illumination, of 
cross section identical with the aperture, so that, if the screen at R 
is close to the aperture, the illuminated region will have the same shape 
as the aperture, and we speak of rectilinear propagation of the light. 
As R increases, however, the column of light begins to acquire fluctua- 
tions of intensity near its boundaries, so that the pattern on the screen 
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has fringes around the edges. This phenomenon is the Fresnel 
diffraction. 

The size of the Fresnel fringes increases proportionally to tlu' 
square root of the distance R. Thus Fig. 32 shows, in its upper dia- 
gram, the slit, parallel column of light, and parabolic lines starting from 
the edges of the slit, indicating the position of the outer bright fringe' 
of the Fresnel pattern, if we are sufficiently near to the slit. As R 
becomes larger, the fringes become so large that there are only one 
or tw'O in the pattern of the aperture, and the pattern shows but small 
resemblance to the shape of the aperture, though it still is of roughly 



Fig. 31. — Aperture and screen for diffraction through rectangular slit. 

the same dimensions. With further increase of i?, we finally enter 
the region of Fraunhofer diffraction. Here the beam of light, instead 
of consisting of a luminous cylinder, resembles more a luminous cone 
indicated by the diverging dotted lines in the top diagram of Fig. 32. 
Thus the Fraunhofer pattern becomes larger and larger as R increases, 
being in fact proportional to i?, so that we can describe it by giving the 
angles rather than distances between different fringes. 

Often Fraunhofer diffraction is observed, not by placing the screen 
at a great distance, but by passing the light through a telescope 
focused on infinity. Such a telescope brings the light in a given 
direction to a focus at a given point of the field. Thus it separates 
the different Fraunhofer fringes, since each of these goes out from the 
source in a particular direction. In Fig. 32, diffraction patterns are 
shown indicating the transition from Fresnel to Fraunhofer diffrac- 
tion. Pattern a illustrates the Fresnel pattern for one edge of an 
infinitely wide slit. Patterns b to g represent the actual diffraction 
patterns from the slit, at distances indicated in the upper diagram. 
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These patterns are all drawn to the same scale. They are drawn 
from a slit five wave lengths wide, for the sake of getting the figure 
on a diagram of reasonable scale. If the wave length were shorter, 
then for the same slit the distances would be stretched out to the 






W 


Fig, 32. — Transition from Fresnel to Fraunhofer diffraction for a slit, (a) Fresnel 
pattern for edge of infinitely wide slit. Actual diffraction patterns from slit, at 

distances indicated in upper diagram. Qi) Fraunhofer pattern. 

right, and the Fraunhofer pattern would correspond to smaller angular 
deflections. This would be necessary to bring the Fresnel cases far 
enough from the slit so that our approximations would be really 
applicable. Finally, in /i, we give the limiting Fraunhofer pattern, not 
drawn to scale. 

Let coordinates in the plane of the aperture be y, and in the 
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plane of the screen at R let the coordinates be xq, t/o, as in Fig. 3L 
Then, if the element of area is at x, y, 0, and the point F at xo, ?/o, R, 
the distance Vi between them is 

ri ~ V {xo - xy + (yo - yY + W, 

The integration cannot be performed with this expression for ri, and 
Fresnel and Fraunhofer diffraction lead to two different approximate 
methods of rewriting ?'i, leading to different methods of evaluating 
the integral. We <‘an see the relation of these two methods most 
clearly from Pig. 33, in which ri is plotted as a function of Xo ~ x, 
for the special case where ya — y is aero. The resiiliiiig curve is a 
hyperbola. 



from a point of the aperture to a point on the screen; xo x is the difference between the 
X coordinates of the points. 

Now in all ordinary cases, R is large compared with the dimensions 
of the aperture. That is, the range of abscissas representing the 
dimensions of the aperture (from xq -- xi to Xq — X 2 , if xi and Xa are 
the extreme coordinates of the aperture) is small compared with the 
distance R, the intercept of the hyperbola on the axis of ordinates. 
The two cases are now represented by the ranges ab and cd of abscissas, 
respectively. In the first, xo — xi and xq — X 2 are separately small, 
as well as their difference, and this means that the point P is almost 
straight behind the aperture, in the region where the Fresnel diffraction 
pattern occurs. In the second, xq is large, of the same order of magni- 
tude as jB, showing that we are examining the pattern at a considerable 
angle to the normal, as we do in the Fraunhofer case. 
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The two approximate methods can now be simply described from 
the cuiwe: for Fresnel diffraction, we approximate the hyperbola near 
its minimum by a parabola; for Fraunhofer diffraction, we approximate 
it farther out by a straight line. In the first case, assuming R to be 
large compared with (rco — a;), we have by the binomial expansion 

, 1 (a;o - xy , 

’'‘-^ + 2— jr“+ ■ ■ ' 

or, including the terms in 

r,. ■ ■ ■ . ( 1 . 1 ) 

In this case, in the notation of Eq. (4.1) of Chap. XIII, we take 
f = JS, so that f' is the remaining term of (1.1). For Fraunhofer 
diffraction, on the other hand, we have a’o ^ x. Then we can write 
rf = {xl + + i^2) — 2(a;.ro + yy^) + x- + y\ and we can neglect 

the terms x- + y^. If we let jK| = Xq + 2/0 + where Rq measures 
the distance from the center of the aperture to the point P, we can use 
a binomial expansion, obtaining 

n - K. - . (1.2) 

In this case we take ?” = i?o, so that r' is the remaining term of (1.2). 
Letting x^/R^ — Z, ^o/Po = ‘ni^ the direction cosines of the direction 
from the center of the aperture to P, we have 

r' = - {J.X + my) * * * , 

involving the position on the screen only through the angles, so that 
we see at once that the pattern will travel outward radially from the 
aperture. 

2. Fresnel Diffraction from a Slit, — ^Let the aperture be a slit, 
extending from x — (a/2) to x = a/2, and from 1 / = (5/2) to 5/2, 

We assume a to be small, h comparatively large, as in Fig. 31, so that 
it is a long narrow slit. Using the results of (1.1), our integral is 

This can be immediately factored into 

/ h/2 ra/2 

- 6/2 J - a/2 

Since these two integrals are of the same form, we can treat just one 
of them. This will prove to give fringes parallel to one set of axes. 
The whole pattern is then simply the combination of the two sets of 
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fringes. The single integral, for instance, the one in Xy has a real part, 
and an imaginary part (with sign changed), equal to 


f ir{x — Xq)^ j 

/ cos ^ dx and 

J -.0/2 


-a/2 nX 


It is customary in these integrals to make a change of variables: 
V — Then the integrals become \^EX/2 times C and S, 


respectively, where C = / cos ^ dtiy S= sin ^ dUy and where 
J Ul ^ J Ui ^ 

ui == ti 2 ~ These integrals are called Fresnel’s 

\/RK/2 \/R\/2 

integrals.” They cannot be explicitly evaluated, but their values 
have been computed by series methods. 



Fig. 34. — Cornu's spiral. The points of the spiral marked by cross bars correspond to 
increments of 0.1 unit in w. 

To discuss Fresnel’s integrals, let us plot the indefinite integral 

/ cos ^ du as abscissa, / sin du as ordinate, of a graph, as in 
Jo 2 Jo 2 

Fig, 34. Then it is not hard to see that the resulting curve is a spiral, 
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whiclb. is known as “ Cornu’s spiral.” To see thivS, we can first compute 
the slope. This is the differential of the ordinate, over the differential 


of the abscissa, or 


sin ( 7 r/ 2 )z^^ 
cos \'k/2)u^ 



Thus, when increases by 4, the tangent of the curve swings around 
a complete cycle, and comes back to its initial value. Each point 
of the spiral corresponds to a particular value of u. We can show 
at once that the difference of u between two points is simply the length 
of the curve between the points. We show this for an infinitesimal 
element of the curve. The square of the element of length, dsq is 
equal to the sum of the squares of the differentials of abscissa and 
ordinate, or is cos^ [(7r/2)w^] dii^ + sin- l(7r/2)'U-] Hence ds == 
and we can integrate to get s = — Uh From this fact we can make 

sure of the spiral nature of the curve. For one turn corresponds 
to an increase of u- by 4. That is, if u' and are the values at 
the two ends, + 4. This is = 4, (u" — u') 

(u” + u') = 4, ^ u' = 4/(ie” + u'). The difference u" — u' is, 

however, simply the length of the turn, so that as we go farther 
along, the turns become smaller and smaller, so that they eventually 
become zero, which is characteristic of a spiral. It is plain that the 
spiral is symmetric in the origin, having two points, for = ± cc- , 
for which it winds up on itself. 

Let us take our spiral, mark on it the positions Ux and U 2 correspond- 
ing to the limits of our integral, and draw the straight line connecting 
these points. The length of this line will then bo proportional to the 
amplitude of the disturbance, and its square to the intensity. This is 
easy to see: the horizontal component of the line is just C, and the 
vertical component so that the square of its length is (7- + S‘K 
Knowdng this, we can easily discuss the fluctuations of intensity, as 
seen in Fig. 32. As xo changes, it is plain that Ui and U 2 increase 


together, their difference remaining fixed and equal to Thus 

essentially we have an arc of this length, sliding along the spiral, and 
the intensity is measured by the square of the chord between the ends 
of this arc. 

Now when xq is large and negative, the arc is wound up on itself, 
so that its ends practically meet, and the intensity is zero. This is 
the situation in the shadow. As xq approaches the value —a/2, how- 
ever, U 2 approaches zero, so that one end of the arc has reached the 
center of the figure. There are two quite different cases, depending 



Sec. 3] 


FRESNEL AND FRA UNIIOFER DIFFRACTION 


1S7 


on whether n 2 — Ui is large or small. If it is large (a Large slit and 
relatively short distance R and small wave length), then ui will not 
be unwound much at this point. The chord will then be half the 
value between the two end points of the spiral, and the intensity 
will be one-fourth its value without the screen, and will have increased 
uniformly in coming out of the shadow. As we go farther along the x 
direction, however, the arc will biggin to wind up on the other half of 
the spiral, producing alternations of intensity at the end of the vshadow. 
Then for a wdiile will be nearly at one end of the spiral, ?/.i at the 
other, so that the intensity for some distance will be nearly constant, 
and the same that we should have without the slit. This is the 
illuminated region directly behind the slit. Finally we approach the 
other boundary, and th commences to unwind. We then go through 
the same process in the opposite order. 

The other quite different case comes when ti 2 — U\ is small, which 
is the case for small slit, or large wave length or disf-anco. Then 
there is never a time when Ui is on one branch of the spiral and on 
the other. All through the central part of the pattern, therefore, 
there are no fluctuations of intensity. Such fluctuations come only 
far to one side or the other. They come about in this way: At some 
places in the pattern, the arc is long enough to wdnd up for a whole 
number of turns, and the chord is practically zero, while at other places 
it winds up for a whole number plus a half, and the chord has a maxi- 
mum. The resulting fringes are the Fraunhofer fringes w’hich we 
shall now discuss by a different method. 

3. Fraunhofer Difeaction from a Slit. — Using the approximation 
(1.2), our integral for Fraunhofer diffraction is 
The first term, as in Fresnel diffraction, contributes nothing to the 
relative intensities, and may be discarded. We then have 

as the integral whose absolute value measures the amplitude of the 
disturbance. Let us suppose that the aperture is the same sort of 
rectangle considered above, extending from —a/2 to a/2 along from 
— 6/2 to 6/2 along y. Then the integral is 


f<i/2 fk 

/ q2^21z/\ 

J *- 0/2 J - 




6/2 

6/2 

Q—rila/K^ 

27rj]/X . 2jrjm/\ 

' ^ (Trla/X) sin (wmb/X) 

-t,: " \ tI/\ irm/\ 


(3.1) 
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The intensity is the square of this quantity. Let us consider its 
dependence on the position of the point P on the screen. The coordL 
nates of this point enter only in the expressions Z, w, showing that the 
pattern increases in size proportionally to the distance, as if it con- 
sisted of rays traveling out in straight lines from the small aperture, 
rather than having an approximately constant size as with the Fresnel 
diffraction (see Fig. 32). When we consider the detailed behavior of 
the intensity as a function of the angle, we find that this can be written 

as — ] ■ times a similar function of w, giving a curve of the 

{Trla/h)'^ 

form — o where a = This function becomes unity when a = 0. 

a:“ A 

goestozerofor « === 5r, 27r, Stt, • • • , with maxima of intensity approxi- 
mately midway ])etwecn. The maxima decrease rapidly in intensity. 
Thus at the points 37 r/ 2 , 57r/2, . . , which are approximately at the 
second and third maxima, the intensities are only (2/37r)", (2/67r)% 
. . . , or 0.045, 0.016 . . . , compared with the central maximum of 1 . 
Let us see how the size of the fringes depends on the dimensions of the 
slit. The minima come for a = -ut, or la/\ — I = nX/a. Thus we 
see that the greater the wave length, or the smaller the dimensions 
of the slit, the larger the pattern becomes. 



Fig. 35. — Elementary construction for Fraunhofer diffraction. 


The positions of the minima can be immediately found by a very 
elementary argument. Assume for convenience that we arc investi- 
gating the pattern at a point in the xz plane, so that ?n = 0. Then 
draw a plane normal to the direction I, passing through one edge of 
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the aperture, as in Fig. 35. This represents a wave front of the 
diffracted wave, just as it passes one edge of the aperture. From 
the geometry of the system, this wave front is a distance la from 
the other edge, or la/2 from the middle of the aperture. Now, if the 
distance of the middle is just a wdiole number of half wave lengths 
different from the distance from the edge, the contributions of these 
two points to the amplitude will just cancel, being just out of phase. 
The other points of one half of the aperture can all be paired against 
corresponding points of the other half whose contributions are just 
out of phase, finally resulting in zero intensity. This situation comes 
about when la/2 = nX/2, where n is an integer, or I = nX/a, the same 
condition found above. Since most of the intensity falls within the 
first minimum, and since I is the sine of the angle between the ray 
and the normal to the sniff ace, we may say that by Fraunhofer diffrac- 
tion the ray is spread out through an angle X/a. 

4. The Circular Aperture, and the Resolving Power of a Lens. — 
The problem of Fraunhofer diffraction through a circular aperture 
is slightly more complicated mathematically. Here we must evaluate 
qyqv b, circlc. Let US introduce polar coordinates in 
the plane of the aperture, so that x ^ p cos Qj y == p sin 6. Further, 
on account of symmetry, we may take the point P to be in the xz plane, 
so that m = 0. Then, if po is the radius of the aperture, the final result 

is do COB oi/\p integrate with respect to p by parts, 

obtaining for the integral 

OlA cos — 1) 

2irj cos dl/\ {2Trj cos Ol/\y 

For the integration with respect to it is necessary to expand the 
exponentials in series. If we> do this, the integrals are in each case 
integrals of a power of cos 0, from 0 to 27r. These are easily evaluated, 
and the result, combining terms, proves to be 


r. 1 i 

(jiY , 1 /h 

1 fl 

, 1 (li 

■N 


L 2' 

li) 

nj -ik 

uj 5\4 

V - • 

, . , 



where k is an abbreviation for 7 rpo?/X. If we recall the formulas fur 
BessePs functions, discussed in Appendix VII, we can see without diffi- 
culty that this is equal to (poX/?)J'i[27rpo(Z/X)]. It is not hard, using 
some of the properties of BesseTs functions, to prove this formula 
directly, without the use of series. 
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From the series, we see that the intensity has a maximum for 
I = 0, the center of the pattern. As I increases, we can see the 
behavior most easily from the expression in terms of Bessel's functions. 
Since Ji has an infinite number of zeros, there are an infinite number 
of light and dark fringes. The first dark band comes at the first zero 
of Ji, which from tables is at 27rpo^/X ^ 1.21977r, poZ/X = 0.61. The 
next is at poZ/X = 1.16, and so on, with maxima between. We see 
that, except for a numerical factor, the pattern from a circular aperture 
has about the same dimensions as thiit from a square aperture. Thus 
if the side of the square were equ^il to the diameter of the circle, 2po, 
the first dark fringe would be at 2poi^/X ~ 1, poZ/X = 0.5, and the nexl. 
one at 1.0. 

Whenever light passes through a lens, it is not only refracted, but 
it has passed through a circular aperture, the size of the lens itself 
or of the diaphragm that stops it down, and as a result it is diffracted. 
Suppose, for example, that the lens is the objeciive of a telescope, and 
that parallel light falls on it, as from an infinitely small or distant star. 
Then after passing through the diaphragm, the light will no longer bo 
a plane wave, but will have intensity in different directions, as shown 
in the last paragraph. The central maximum will have an angular 
radius of 0.61X/po, where po is now the radius of the telescope objective. 
The resulting waves are just as if the light came from an object of this 
size, but passed through no diaphragm. When the telescope focuses 
the radiation, the result will be not a single point of light, but a 
circular spot surrounded by fringes, as of a star of finite diameter. 
For this reason, the telescope is not a perfect instrument, and one 
would say that its resohdng power was onl 3 ?' enough to resolve the 
angle O.GlX/po. This is usually taken to mean the following: If two 
stars had an actual angular separation of this amount, the center 
of the image of one star would lie on the first dark fringe of the other, 
and the patterns wmuld run into each other so that they could be just 
resolved. We see that the larger the aperture of the telescope, or the 
smaller the wave length, the better is the resolution. The same general 
situation holds for microscope lenses. 

5. Diffraction from Several Slits; the Diffraction Grating. — Sup- 
pose we have a number N of equal, parallel slits, equally spaced. 
Let each have a width a along the x axis, and let the spacing on centers 
be d, so that the centers come at x = 0, d, • • • {N — l)d. Now let 
us find the Fraunhofer pattern. The part of the integral depending 
on y will be just as with the single slit, and we leave it out of account. 
We are left with 
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But this is, as we can immediately see, simply 

''a/2 
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^27rjlx/\ ^ g2WW/X ^ ^ 


(N^l)d-a/2 




By the formula for the sum of ti geometric series, this is 





' JLz 

\ i J 


Let the first term be A, the amplitude due to a single slit, which we 
have already evaluated. Now to find the intensity we multiply this 
b}'’ its conjugate, which gives 


1 “ cos {27rlNd/X} __ ^2 sill" (tt/xYcZ/X) 
1 — cos (27rW/X) sin- {-7rki/\) 


That is, with N slits the actual intensity is that with one slit, but 
multiplied by a certain factor. This factor goes through zero when 
INd/'K is an integer, so that I equals an integer multiplied by \/Nd. 
This gives fringes with a narrow spacing, characteristic of the whole 
distance Nd occupied by the set of apertures, modulating the other 
pattern, and they ai'e what are usually called ^interference fringes, 
since they are due, not to diffraction from a single aperture, but to 
interference betw'een different apertures. But, in addition to tliis, the 
denominator results in having these fringes of different heights. The 
minimum height occurs when the denominator equals unity, when 
the fringes are of height and the most intense fringes come when 
the denominator is zero. Here the ratio of numerator to denominator 
is evidently finite, and gives fringes of height Thus the greater 

N is, the greater the disparity in height between the largest and small- 
est maximum. Evidently every JVth maximum will be high, and the 
high ones will be spaced according to the law ld/\ = /r, an integer. 

Now^ suppose N becomes very great, as in a diffraction gratmg. 
Then the small maxima will become so -weak compared with the 
strong ones that only the latter need be considered. The latter will 
seem to consist of a set of sharp lines, with darkness between. These 
sharp lines come, as we have seen, at angles d to the normal given by 
/rX — d sin 0, where k is an integer, and sin 0 — Z. This is the ordinary 
diffraction grating formula, where Zr is 0 for the central image, 1 for 
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the first-order spectrum, 2 for the second order, and so on. But we 
cannot entirely neglect the fact that there are other small maxima 
near the important ones. Thus for ld/\ == A*, the intensity is 
This comes for lNd/\ ^ Nk. But for lNd/\ == Nk + we again 
have a secondary maximum, whose height is now 

_ A^ 

sm2 {irld/\) sin^ iv[{Nk + V2)/N] sin^ ^[k + Z/{2N)] 

Now sin'^ i^k + approximately, if N is large, so that 

the height of the maximum is 4N‘h4 V9r^ or about 0.045 of the height 
of the highest maximum. Thus the first few secondary maxima 
cannot be neglected. 

To get an idea of the width of the region through which the inten- 
sity is considerable, we may take the width of the first maximum. 
From the center to the first dark fringe, this is given by the fact that 
at the center lNd/\ = Nk, at the dark fringe Nk + 1, so that 
NL = X/Nd. This is closely connected with the resolving power of a 
grating. For a single frequency gives not a sharp set of lines, one for 
each order, but a set broadened by the amount we have found. Thus 
two neighboring frequencies, differing by AX, could not be resolved 
if the first minimum of one lay opposite the maximum of the other. 
Since I = XA-/d, this would be the case if AZ ~ A\k/d == \/Nd, or if 
AX/X = l/Nk. The resolving power thus increases as the number of 
lines in the grating increases, and as the order of the spectrum increases. 

Problems 

1. Carry through a discussion of Fresnel diffraction from a slit, when the 
source is at a finite distance, directly behind the center of the slit. In what ways 
will the result differ from the case we have discussed? 

2. Light of wave length 6,000 A falls in a parallel beam on a slit 0.1 mm broad. 
Work out numerical values for the intensity distribution across the slit, at three 
distances, first in which the Fresnel fringes are small compared with the size of the 
pattern, second in which they are of the same order of magnitude, and third in 
which they are Fraunhofer fringes. Either construct Cornu’s spiral yourself, from 
tables of Fresnel’s integrals, or use the one of Fig, 34, 

3. Find the coordinates of the points at which Cornu’s spiral winds up on itself. 
From the chord between these points, compute the intensity behind an infinitely 
broad slit, which essentially means no slit at all. Find whether this agrees with 
what you should expect it to be. 

4. Prove that the maxima of the function 

sin^ (xZg/X) _ sin^ a 
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are determined by the equation a = tan a. Find the firat three solutions of tliia 
transcendental equation, and compare them with tlie approximate sohitions 
a - 37r/2, on/2, 7^/2. 

5. Discuss the Fresnel diftraction pattern caused by an edge coincident with the 
y axis, the screen occupying one-half the xy plane. The diffraction pattern is 
obtained in a plane parallel to the xy plane and a distance R from it. Plot the 
variation of intensity of light along the x direction from a region inside the shadow 
to well into the directly illuminated area. Prove that the intensity of light just 
at the edge of the geometrical shadow is one-fourth of its value if there were no 
diffraction edge. 

/ It ■yp P "Tii *vr 

^ cos 2 du and I sin ^ vd dif. in a power 
series. What is the range of convergence of these seritns? 

7. Consider the Fre.snel integrals in the form cos dx and sin x- dx. 
Integrate each of these by parts according to the scheme 


/ cos X“ dx — X cos A- 2 I sin a;- 
Jo Jo 


dx 


and continue this proce.ss. Show that one obtains series for the above integrals 
of the form 


and 


/ cos dx ~ oi cos + S 2 sin x^ 

f sin X- dx — Si sin a;® co.s x^ 
Jo 


where Si and S 2 are power series in x. Find these series and their raiige of 
convergence. 

8. Find a serniconvergent series for the Fresnel integrals by the following 
r 00 /* cos x^ 

method : Write I cos dx = / — x dx, and integrate by parts, repeating 

Jx Jx X 

the process. Then write the results in the form 


/: 


cos dx = cTi cos x'^ — «t 2 sin x"^ -f* 


w'here (ti and 0*2 are finite series of n terms each in inverse powers of x. Rc is tlie 
remainder. Show that it is given by 


Rc - (- 1 )" 


1 • 3 • 5 


. . {^n — 1) f » cos dx 

2^^ Jx " 


Note that the series cri and 0-2 are alternating series with terms that initially decrease 
with increasing n but eventually increase again. Thus the best approximation 
will be obtained when one stops at such a value of n that the ratio of the remainder 
when n d- I terms are retained to that for n terms is most nearly equal to unity. 
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Since 


\Rc\ < Rn 


1 ■ 3 > 5 • • » (4n - 1) 

22n 


evaluate Rn^i/Rn, and show that the best approximation occurs for n equal about 
to X-/2. Find the corresponding series for I sin dx. 

9. Show that in a diffraction grating ail the even-order spectra will be missing 
if the slit separation d is twice the slit width a. Which orders wall be missing if 
d — 3a? Plot the intensity distribution in the diffraction pattern formed by a 
grating of four equally spaced slits with d — 3a. 



APPENDIX I 
VECTORS 

The study of vectors and vector operations involves two branches: 
vector algebra, including tlic addition and inuitipjication of vectors, 
and the relations between the components of vectors in different 
coordinate systems; and vector analysis, ineluding the differential 
vector operations, corresponding integral relations, and tlie general 
theorems concerning integrals. We shall treat both subdivisions in 
the present appendix. 

Vectors and Their Components. — We shall denote a vector, a 
(jUiintitj’- having direction as well as magnitude, by bold-faced type, as 
F. Vectors are often described by giving their components along 
three axes at right angles, as F^, Fy, Fz^ Their mathematical relation- 
ships are conveniently stated in terms of their components. Thus 
their law of addition is the parai- 
ieiogram law; in terms of compo- 
nents, this means that, if two 
vectors F and G have components 
Fa;, Fyj Fa, and (r^, Gy, Gz, respec- 
tively, the components of the sum 
F + G are (F. + G.), (F, + Gy), 

{Fz + Gz), as we show graphically 
in Fig. 36. To multiply a vector 
by a constant, as C, the vector 
must be increased in length by tlxe 
factor C, leaving its direction un- 
changed; this amounts to multi- 
plying each component by the 
constant C, so that the compo- 
nents of C'F are CF^, CFy, CF^. 

Often a constant like C is called a 
“ scalar, to distinguish it from a vector. A scalar is a quantity that 
has magnitude but not direction, a vector having both magnitude and 
direction. 

It is often useful to write vectors in terms of three so-called ^‘^unit 
vectors,” i, j, k. Here i is a vector of unit length, pointing along the 
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Fig. 3G, — Parullelogram law for addi- 
tion of vectors. The vector F + G, the 
diagonal of the iiarallehigraiii of side.s F, 
G, is the vector sum of F and G. Its x 
component is -f- <?», its, ;/ component 
Fy + Gy. 
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X axis, and similarly j has unit length and points along the y axis, and 
k along the z axis. Now we can build up a vector F out of them, by 
forming the quantity iFx + Wy + kF«. This is the sum of three 
vectors, one along each of the three axes; and the first, which is just 
the component of the whole vector along the x axis, is Fx, and the 
other components likewise are Fy and Fz. Thus the final vector has 
the components Fxj Fy^ and is just the vector F. 

By the magnitude of a vector we mean its length. By the three- 
dimensional analogue to the Pythagorean theorem, by ^vhich the 
square of the diagonal of a rectangular prism is the sum of the squares 
of the three sides, the magnitude of the vector F equals a/FJ + Fj + FI. 
We often speak of unit vectors, vectors w’-hose magnitude is 1 . The 
component of a vector in a given direction is simply the projection 
of the vector along a line in that direction. It evidently equals 
the magnitude of the vector, times the cosine of the angle betW'Cen 
the direction of the vector and the desired ilirection. As a special 
example, the component of a vector F along the x axis is F^:, and this 
must equal the magnitude of F, times the cosine of the angle between 
F and x. If this angle is called (F,.r), then we must have 


cos (F,.t) = 


F. 

VFl + Fi + FI 


with similar formulas for y and z components. The three cosines of 
the angles between a given direction, as the direction of the vector 
F, and the three axes, are called “direction cosines, and are often 
denoted by letters Z, m, n, so that in this case we have I — cos (F,x), 
etc. It follows immediately that F + — 1. We can give a 

simple interpretation of the direction cosines of any direction: they 
are the components of a unit vector in the desired direction, along the 
three coordinate axes. 

Scalar and Vector Products of Two Vectors. — 'Multiplication of 
two vectors is a somewhat arbitrary process, governed by rules that 
we must postulate. It has proved to be convenient to define two 
entirely independent products, called the “scalar product’^ and the 
“vector product.^' We shall first consider the scalar product. The 
scalar product of two vectors F and G is denoted by F • G, and by 
definition it is a scalar, equal to either (1) the magnitude of F times 
the magnitude of G times the cosine of the angle between; or (2) the 
magnitude of F times the projection of G on F; or (3) the magnitude 
of G times the projection of F on G, From the preceding section we 
see that these definitions are equivalent. 
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It is often useful to have the scalar product of two vectors in terms 
of the components along x, y, and We find this by writing in terms 
of ij j, and k. Thus we have 

F • G = (iF, + jFy + kF.) • {iG, + jGy + kG.) 

- (i • i)F.G^ + (i * i)F,Gy + (i . k)F,G. + (j • i)F,G, 

+ (j • iWvGy + (j • k)FyG, + (k * i)F,G, + (k • j)F,G, + (k • k)F,G,. 

But, by the fundamental definition, 

i • i = j • j = k • k = 1, 

i . j = j . i = j . k = k • j = k • i = i • k = 0. (1) 

Thus 

F . G - F/J, + FyGy + F.O.. (2) 

The scalar product has many uses, principally in cases where we are 
interested in the projection of vectors. For example, the scalar 
product of a vector with a unit vector in a given direction equals 
the projection of the vector in the desired direction. The scalar 
product of a vector with itself equals the square of its magnitude, 
and is often denoted by F^. The scalar product of two unit vectors 
gives the cosine of the angle between the directions of the two vectors. 
To prove that two vectors are at right angles, w'e need merely prove 
that their scalar product vanishes. 

The vector product of two vectors F and G is denoted by (F X G), 
and by definition it is a vector, at right angles to the plane of the 
tw'o vectors, equal in magnitude to either (1) the magnitude of F times 
the magnitude of G times the sine of 
the angle between them ; or (2) the 
magnitude of F times the projection 
of G on the plane normal to F; or 
(3) the magnitude of G times the 
projection of F on the plane normal 
to G, We must further specify the 
sense of the vector, whether it points 
up or down from the plane. This is 
shown in Fig. 37, where w’-e see that 
Fj G, and F X G have the same rela- 
tions as the coordinates x, ?/, 0 in a 
right-handed system of coordinates. 

Another way to describe the rule in words is that, if one rotates 
F into G, the rotation is such that a right-handed screw turning in 
that direction would be driven along the direction of the vector 



Fig. 37. — Direction of the vector 
product. 
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product. From this rule, we note one interesting fact: if we inter- 
change the order of the factors, we reverse the vector. Thus 

(F X G) - -~(G XF). 

We can compute the vector product in terms of the components, 
much as we did with the scalar product. Thus we have 

F X G == (i X i)F,G, + (i X j)FA + (i X 

+ (j X i)F,G, + (i X j)F/4 + (j X 

+ (k X i)F,Q, + (k X + (k X k)F,(?,. 

But now, as we readily see from the definition, 

(i X i) - (j X j) - (k X k) - 0 


(as, in fact, the vector product of any vector with itself is zero), and 

(i X j) - (j X i) = k, (j X k) = - (k X j) = i, 

(k X i) - - (i X k) == j. (3) 

Hence, rearranging terms, we have 

F X G = i{FyG, -- FA) + Wn. - FA) + k(F.G, FA). (4) 

The Di^erentiation of Vectors. — We have seen that there are at 
least three processes of multiplication involving vectors: the multi- 
plication of a vector by a scalar, the scalar pi'oduct of two vectors, 
and the vector product of two vectors. In a somewhat similar way 
there are a number of differential operations involving vectors, all 
with their special uses. The simplest of these is the differentiation 
of a vector with respect to a scalar, such as the time, in which the 
Xj ?/, and z components of the time derivative of a vector are simply 
the time derivative of the x, and z components of the vector. 

The next type of differentiation that we consider is the differentia- 
tion of a scalar with respect to x, y, and e, to give a vector, the gradient, 
which we encountered in Chap, I, Sec. 3, in discussing the relationship 
between the electric field E and the scalar potential. The gradient 
of a potential (p is defined as 

grady-(iA+jA + ki),. 

Here we have written the gradient symbolically as the product of a 
vector operator, and the scalar <p. This vector operator is ordinarily 
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denoted by a special symbol V (pronounced defined by 



. a , , a 

3 + k — • 

dy dz 



Whenever we use the operator V, we iindcrstand that the differentia- 
tions are to opei'ate on whatever appears to the right of the operator. 
With this definition^ we see that we may write the identity 


grad </5 ^ V^. 


In some texts on vectors, the gradient is simply denoted by 
As we see in Chap. I, Sec. 3, the physical significance of the gradient, 
is simple. The gradient of a scalar points at right angles to the 
surfaces on which that function is constant, or in the direction in 
which the function changes most rapidly with position, and its mag- 
nitude measures the rate of change of the function in that direction. 
Its component in any direction, often called the ^^directional deriva- 
tive^^ of the function in that direction, measures the rate of change 
of the function in that direction, as for instance d<p/dx measures the 
rate of change of <p with x. 

Using the vector operator V, we can now define two types of 
derivatives of a vector: if we have a vector F, we can define derivative.s 
by taking the scalar or the vector product of V with the vector, result- 
ing in V • F and V X F. These are the quantities defined as the 
divergence and the curl. From the definition (5), we have 



There are also various vector operations involving second derivatives. 
The most familiar ones involve the operator V ^ V = V^, which written 
out is 

£1 . ^ I ii. 

dx^ dy^ dz-^ 


This is the operator that we encounter often in the wave equation, 
Laplace’s equation, etc., and that is often called the ^^Laplacian/’' 
for that reason. Being a scalar operator, it can be applied to either 
a scalar or a vector, and both forms frequently occur. Another 
second differential operator that is encountered often in electromag- 
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netic theory, though not often in mechanics, is the vector operator 
curl cud, applied to a vector: curl curl F = V X (V X F). We prove 
in a problem the useful relation 

curl curl F — grad div F — V^F, 


reducing this operator to the Laplacian, which we have already met, 
and to gi*ad div F == V(V * F), This completes the list of the vector 
operations that are often encountered. 

The Divergence Theorem and Stokeses Theorem. — There are two 
vector theorems involving integrals, somewhat similar in piinciple to 
the theorem regarding integration by parts in calculus, which are of 
great importance in vector analysis. These are the divergence 
theorem, sometimes known as Gauss’s theorem, and Stokes’s theorem. 
We shall now prove these theorems. The divergence theorem relates 
to a closed volume V in space, and the surface S that bounds it. It is 
assumed that there is a vector function of position F. The theorem 
then states that the surface integral of the normal component of F, 
over the surface S, equals the volume integral of div F, over the vol- 
ume F. That is, 




F • n rfa 


j j j dir ¥ dv, 


( 6 ) 


where n is unit vector along the outer normal, so that F • n is another 
■way of writing Fn, the component of F along the outer normal. To 
prove our theorem, vre start by dividing up the volume V into thin 



Fig. 38. — Construction for the divergence theorem. 


elements bounded by planes y = constant, z ~ constant, as in Fig. 38. 
The component F« will be a function of x along such an element, and 
we have obviously 



dx 


dx = Fx 


XI 


(7) 


where * 1 , xj are the values of x at which the element cuts through 
the surface S. Let Ui, na be the outer normals at these two ends of the 
element, and let dui, da^ be the corresponding areas of surface bounding 



APPENDIX I 


201 


the ends of the element. We shall have 


— da I cos (ni,a:) = dy dz 
da 2 cos (n2,x) = dy dz 


where (riijX) and (n2,x) refer to the angles between the vectors ai and 
n2 and the x axis, where the negative sign in the first equation arises 
because the outer normal has a negative projection on the x axis 
at the end Xi, and where dy, dz represent the thickness of the element 
along the y and z directions. 

Multiplying both sides of ( 7 ) by dy dz, we then have 



dx 


7 dx dy dz = cos (ni,x) dai + cos (^2,3;) da^ 


If we carry out a summation over all elements of this type, the integral 
on the left will become a volume integral over V, the sum on the right 
will become a surface integral over S, and we have 




Fa? cos {n,x) da. 


(8) 


We now proceed similarly with y and z, breaking up the volume into 
thin elements with their axes along y and z, and obtain two other 
equations similar to (8). Adding them, we have 



^ dy ^ dz 


% 


dv 



[Fa, cos {n,x) + Fy cos (n,y) + F* cos (n^z)] da. 


But the integrand on the right is just the scalar product F • n, so that 
we have proved our theorem (G). This theorem, the divergences 
theorem, is met in Poisson^s equation, the equation of continuity, and 
other places, and forms the basis of Green's theorem, which is proved 
in Sec, 4 , Chap. II. 

A simplified version of our proof, though not entirely satisfactory, 
is instructive. This comes from proving the theorem for a volume 
consisting of an infinitesimal rectangular parallelepiped, bounded by 
X, X + dx, y,y + dy, z,z + dz. First we compute the surface integral 
of Fn over the six faces of the volume. For the face at a;, F,* is —Fx, 
and the integral is —F^{x) dy dz, where the value of is to be com- 
puted at X, For the face at + dx, Fn is Fx, and the integral is 
Fxix + dx) dy dz. Thus the surface integral over these two faces is 
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approximately {BFJdx) dx dy dz. Adding similar contributions from 
the faces normal to the y and z axes, we find for the total surfacci 
integral the amount div F dx dy dz, which is what the di^xu’gence 
theorem would give. This treatment suggests a simple physical 
definition for the divergence of a vector: it is the total outward flux 
of the vector per unit volume. To get from this form of the theorem 
to that involving a finite ixAume, we ma 3 ^ subdivide the finite volume 
into infinitesimal parallelepipeds. The total flux outward of the vector 
through the surface of the finite volume is just equal to the sum of the 
fluxes outward over the surfaces of the infinitesimal volumes; for at 
each interior surface of separation between infinitesimal volumes, the 
flux outward from one volume is just balanced by the flux into its 
neighbor, leaving only the contributions of the exterior surfaces. The 
weakness of this proof lies only in the fact that a reel volume cannot be 
built up entirely of infinitesimal parallelepipeds; around the boundar}'- 
there wotild have to be infinitesimal volumes with surfaces inclined 
to the coordinate planes, which this treatment does not consider. Our 
earlier treatment, however, removes this objection. 

Next we consider Stokeses theorem. This theoi'em relates to a 
closed line L in space, and a surface S that is bounded by L, Again 
we have a vector function of position F. Stokeses theorem states 
that the line integral of the tangential component of F, around L, 
equals the surface integral of the normal component of curl F^ over S. 
That is, 


^F*ds= j j (curIF)*nda, 


(9) 


where ds is a vector element of distance around the boundarjq and n 
is the normal to the surface, chosen to point up if the positive direc- 
tion of traversing the boundary is chosen (that is, if we go around 
it in a counterclockwise direction). We shall give a simplified dis- 
cussion of this theorem, similar to the second method we used for 
handling the divergence theorem. Let us subdivide the surface S 

into a set of small approximately 
rectangular areas. We shall prove 
the theorem for each of the sepa- 
rate areas, and then combine them. 
As we see from Fig. 39, the contri- 
butions to the line integrals from the 
interior boundaries will cancel, so that the sum of all the line integrals 
will equal the line integral around the perimeter. The sum of the 



Fig. 39. — ^Surface for discussing Stokes’s 
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surface integrals over the separate rectangles will clearly equal the 
surface integral over the whole surface. Thus by adding the separate 
contributions we arrive at the theorem (9), which we wash to prove. 
The only reservation is that the line integral is computed for a saw- 
tooth type of curve approximating the actual boundary. It is not 
hard to show, though we shall omit it, that the line integral /F • ds 
over a saw-tooth curve approximating the actual curve sufficiently 
smoothly differs by a negligible amount from the integral over the 
actual curve, so that Ave can construct a rigorous proof of the theorem 
without trouble. 


X, y X -f* dx, y ^ dy 


We must then prove our theorem (9) for a small rectangular area 
Let us choose the x and y axes to point along 
the sides of the rectangiej the z axis along the 
normal n ; if we can prove the result in this 
coordinate system, it will have to hold in any 
other coordinate system as well . The rectan- 
gle is considered to be bounded by the values 
,r, X + dr, y + dy^ as in Fig. 40. The 
surface integral on the right of (9) is then 
{dF,j/dx — dF^/dy) dx dy. Let us next compute JF • ds for the element 
of area. It is evidently 



y ai4*dr, y 

Fig. 40. — Circuit for prov- 
ing Stokes’s theorem. 


F^{x^y) dx + Fy{x + dx,y) dy - F^{x,y + dy) dx - Fy{x,y) dy 



if we go around so as always to keep the surface on the left. Thus the 
theorem (9) is true for the infinitesimal rectangular surface, and by 
the argument above it then holds for a finite surface as well. 

The physical meaning of the curl is easily seen from Stokeses 
theorem: it is the line integral of the tangential component of the 
vector around an area, per unit area. A vector field has a curl %vhen 
its lines of force close on themselves, like the magnetic lines around a 
wire carrying an electric current, or like the lines of flow in a whirlpool- 
like motion of a fluid. A simple example, which makes the sigiiificaiico 
of the curl very clear, is the vector velocity associated with the rigid 
rotation of a body. Let a body have an angular velocity w about the 
z axis. Then the linear velocity at point rr, % is given by == — 

Vz — 0. We compute the curl, and find at once that it is 
along the z direction, has a constant value independent of position, 
and is of magnitude 2a). Thus it is simply twice the angular velocity 
vector of the rotating motion. 
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Problems 

1. Find the angle between the diagonal of a cube and one of the edges. {Hint: 
Regard the diagonal as a vector i + J + k.) 

2. Given a vector i + 2j + 3k, and a second i — 2j + ak, find a so that the 
two vectors are at right angles to each other. 

3. Prove that lx + my •i' nz ^ k, where 1, ni, n, k are constants, and 
/“ H- m- + 71^ = .1 is the equation of a plane whose normal has the direction 
cosines I, m, and whose shortest distance from tlie origin is k. 

4. Prove that A • (B X C) = B • (C X A) =« C • (A X B), wliere A, B, C an; 
any vectors. Show that these are equal to the determinant 

Ax Ay At 
Bx By 
Cx Cy a 

5. Prove that AX (B X C) - B(A ' C) — C(A « B), where A, B, C are any 
vectors. 

6. Prove that div «F = a div F -h (F * grad a), where a is a scalar, F a vector. 

7. Prove that curl aF = a curl F + [(grad «) X F], where a is a scalar, 
F a vector. 

8. Prove that div (F X O) = (G • curl F; — (F • curl G), -where F, G are 
vectors. 

9. Prove that div curl F ~ 0, where F is any vector. 

10. Prove that curl curl F = grad div F — V^F, where F is any vector, 

11. Prove that curl grad a — 0, where a is any scalar. 



APPENDIX II 
UNITS 

One of the complications of electromagnetic theory is the fact 
that a number of different systems of units are in common use. There 
are two so-called absolute’^ cgs systems, both based on the centi- 
meter as unit of distance, gram as unit of mass, and second as unit 
of time. These are the electrostatic and electromagnetic units, respec- 
tively (often abbreviated esu and emu). There is a combination of 
these, in which certain quantities are denoted in the electrostatic and 
certain others in the electromagnetic units, which is called the “Gauss- 
ian,'^ or “mixed," units. There are the so-called “practical units," 
based largely on the electromagnetic units. There is the system used 
in this volume, the so-called mks system, in which, by using practical 
units for the electromagnetic quantities, but by using meters as units 
of distance, and kilograms as units of mass, we convert the practical 
system into an absolute system (that is, into a system in which various 
numerical constants can be set equal to unity, so that they drop out 
of the equations). Finally, in ail these systems, we have a choice of 
so-called “rationalized" and “unrationaiized" units, differing by 
factors of 47r, in which the unrationalized units give simpler formulas 
when we are dealing with problems of spherical symmetry, as the 
force between two point charges (where the force field is spherically 
symmetrical), while the rationalized units give simpler formulas when 
we are dealing with problems with rectangular symmetry, as the 
capacity of a parallel-plate condenser, or the properties of a plane wave. 
Of all these systems, the unrationalized Gaussian units, and the 
rationalized mks units, have the widest use and are the most valuable. 
In this appendix we take up the relations among these units, and the 
definitions of all the types of units. 

We start with the unrationalized electrostatic units. Here the 
fundamental definition is that of the unit charge. It is so chosen as to 
eliminate the constant in Coulomb's law, which we have stated in 
mks units in Eq. (2.2), Chap. I. That is, in esu, the force in dynes 
between two unit charges is given by 
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where r is in centimeters; or unit charge is that charge which, placed 
at a distance of 1 cm from an equal charge, acts on it uith a force of 
1 dyne. Tlic corres]3oncling rationalized electrostatic units would be 
defined by Ihe statement F = qq' so that unit charge would 

be that which, placed at a distance of 1 cm from an equal charge, 
acts on it with a force of 1 / 4^ dynes. That is, the unit charge in rational- 
ized units is 1 times as great as in unrationalized units. We shall 

not, however, consider rationalized esu further. 

In unrationalized esu, we define unit current as that in which unit 
charge passes any point of the circuit per second. We define unit 
electric field E from the force ecpiation, which we have given in 
Eq. (1.1), Chap. I, for inks units. That is, we assume that 

F - gE, (2) 

for a static field, so that unit field is that in which unit charge is 
acted on by a force of 1 dyne. Electrostatic unit of potential is that 
potential difference which will impart to unit charge an energy 
1 erg. It is clear from this that the field of a charge g, at a distance r, 
has a magnitude g/rq and a scalar potential g/r, in unrationalized esu. 
The units of D, in unrationalized esu, are determined by the arbitrary 
assumption that D = E in empty space, in these units, so that the 
units of D are the same as those of E, If now^ w'^e have a field 



from a charge g, the outward flux of D can be found at once by euii*- 
sidering a sphere, and is 47rg. Thus Gauss's la^v becomes 

j D • n da = dir ^ gt = 47r j p dv, (3) 

i 

and the corresponding differential expression is 

div D — 47rp, (4) 

With the formulas relating charge and field, w^e can find the 
capacity of a condenser in esu, where of course capacity is defined 
as the charge per unit potential difference. For a parallel-plate con- 
denser of area A sq cm, with a separation of d cm between the plates, 
and empty space between, the capacity proves to be 
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We note that the capacity, being an area divided by a length, has the 
dimension of length in these units; it is sometimes expressed in centi- 
meters. We also note that the factor iir, which did not appear in 
Coulomb’s law (1) in unrationalized units, has appeared in the formula 
for the capacity of a parallel-plate condenser, just the reverse of the 
situation with rationalized units. If now the condenser is filled with a 
dielectric, the capacity wdll be times as great, where k,., the dielectric 
constant, being a diinensionle.ss quantity, is the same in all systems of 
units. The situation is complicated by the fact, however, that in 
unrationalizcd esu the quantity k, is often denoted hy e, though with a 
quite different meaning for e from what wc have in our mks units. 
The capacity of a parallel-plate eondenscr filled with a dielectric, in 
unrationalized esu, is then 


Kr.A _ 6.4 
Tird 


( 0 ) 


It will be noted that this is related to the value €oA/d, given in Bee. 2, 
Chap. II, fur the mks units, by having e in place of €o (since the dielec- 
tric is not equivalent to free space), and by being divided by 47 r. 
Similarly any of the other expressions for capacities of condensers of 
various shape, given in that section, can be converted to unrationalized 
esu by changing €o to e, and b 3 ’' dividing by 4 t. 

A dielectric of course derives its properties from the dipoles within 
it. The potential of a dipole of moment m (which, of course, is the 
product of the charge, in esu, times the separation of the opposite 
charges, in centimeters) is ni cos d/V", instead of the value 


m cos B 
4:TeQ7'‘‘^ 


which we have in mks units. We set up a polarization vector P, 
equal to the dipole moment per unit volume in a dielectric, just as we 
did ill mks units. As before, we find the volume charge density arising 
from the jjolarization to be given by the relation div P = — p'. 
Assuming, as in Chap. IV, that E is the field arising from all charge, 
real and polarized, we have div E = 4r(p + pO = 4 .t div P, 

div (E 4- 47rP) = 47rp. Thus, comparing with (4), we see that 


K„ = 1 -t- =1-1- 


(7) 


where x., the susceptibility, in. the unrationalized units, is clearly 
i/4ir times as great as in rationalized units, as in Eq. (2.3), Chap. fV. 
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Taking account of the different definition of the dipole moment, we 
see that, in place of Eq. (1.3), Chap. IX, giving the dielectric constant 
of a material containing polarizable molecules, we have 


1 -j- Att 




NkC^/m 


+ j<^gk 


( 8 ) 


differing from the formula in mks units by a factor 47r€o in the second 
term. 

We have now discussed most of the electrostatic relations in 
unrationaliscd esu. One additional quantity is the conductivity, 
which is defined by Ohm's law J = ffE, in terms of the esu definitions 
of current density and electric field. When we come to magnetic 
quantities, it is less convenient to use esu. We can do so, by defining 
a magnetic field in terms of the force on a current element, but such 
magnetic units are seldom used, and we shall not discuss them here. 

We next consider the unrationalized electromagnetic units. These 
are based on the law of force between two curi'ent elements as a 
starting point. Just as the esu of charge is chosen so as to eliminate 
the constant in Coulomb's law, so the emu of current is chosen so as to 
eliminate the constant in Eq. (1.4) of Chap. V, giving the force between 
two current elements. Thus in emu we have for that equation 


dF = 


[dsi X (dS 2 X r)] 

|rp 


(9) 


That is, unit current in the electromagnetic system is that current 
which, flowing in 1 cm length of wire, acts on a similar current 1 cm 
away, appropriately oriented, wdth a force of 1 dyne. Having defined 
unit current, we can define unit charge in the electromagnetic system 
as the charge crossing a given point per second, when unit current is 
flowing. We can define the emu of potential as the potential differ- 
ence that will impart to 1 emu of charge an energy of 1 erg. We thus 
note that we can get definitions of electrostatic quantities in the electro- 
magnetic system of units. It is then a question of experiment (involv- 
ing in principle the measurement of forces between charges, and forces 
between currents, and comparing the charges and currents) to find 
the relation between the electrOvStatic and electromagnetic units of 
charge, current, and potential difference. It is found that 


1 emu of charge = 2.998 X esu of charge 
1 emu of current = 2.998 X 10^® esu of current 
2.998 X 10^^ emu of potential — 1 esu of potential. 


( 10 ) 
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The quantity 2.998 X 10*® appearing in the ratio of units is that 
which proves to express the velocity of light in centimeters per second, 
and for most purposes it can be approximated by 3 X 10*® cm/sec. 

The magnetic induction B is deternained in the electromagnetic 
system in such a way that the force equation F = g(v X B) or force 
per unit volume = (J X B) will hold, without additional constants. 
Thus unit magnetic induction, in emu, is that induction in which a 
unit current flowing in a wire 1 cm long at right angles to the magnetic 
field is acted on by a force of 1 dyne. This emu of magnetic induction 
is almost the only one of the absolute units that is in common use: 
it is the gauss. We then find that the induction arising from an 
element of current is 


dB 


ids XT 
|r|» ’ 


( 11 ) 


the appropriate form of the Biot-Savart law for emu. Using this 
law, we can find the value of B arising from different forms of stationary 
currents. Since (11) is related to Eq. (1.3) of Chap. V, the correspond- 
ing formula in mks units, by lacking the factor it is clear that 

all the formulas for B in Secs. 2 and 3 of Chap. V can be converted to 
emu by multiplication by 47r/Mo. Thus the value of B at a distance R 
from an infinite straight mre carrying a current of i (in emu) is 2i/R, 
and the value of B inside a solenoid with n turns per unit length is 
‘imi. The solid angle 0 intercepted by a wire carrying a current of i 
emu can still be used as a scalar potential, and B is given by 


B = — ^ grad 12. 


( 12 ) 


If we define the strength of a magnetic dipole as the current, in emu, 
times the area, the scalar potential, whose negative gradient gives B, 
is m cos d/r^. The vector potential A still is related to B by the equa- 
tion B = curl A, where now A is determined by the equation 


A - 



(13) 


instead of by Eq. (6.4), Chap. V. 

From (12), we can see at once that Amp^re^s law for empty space is 


/B-ds 

or, in differential form, 

curl B 


4irSf, 

(14) 

M. 

(15) 


In a magnetic medium, however, we have a magnetiisation current J' 
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arising from magnetic polarization. Defining magnetic moment as 
we have just done, we can set up a magnetization vector M as the 
total magnetic polarization per unit volume, and we find, as in Eq. 
(1.2), Chap. VI, that 

J' = curl M. (16) 

We then find, as in Chap. VI, that in Ampere^s law in a magnetic 
medium, we must include the effects of all currents, both real currents 
and those arising from polarization, so that (15) is replaced by 

curl B = 47r(J + J') = 47rJ + dx curl M, 
curl (B ““ 4xM) = 4xJ. 

We then define a magnetic field H, by the equation 

H =- B -- 4xM, 

in terms of which Amp^re^s law becomes 

curl H = 4xJ. (17) 

We see that this definition is so set up that B = H in a nonmagnetic 
medium. The relation between B and H may be expressed in the 
forms 

B = H + 4xM = = 1 + 4xXm, WllCre M = XmH. (18) 

These relations are clearly analogous to the corresponding electrostatic 
relations (7) and (8). 

Faraday^s law, in unrationalized emu, takes the forms 

j E-ds = - j B-nda, curl E = - (19) 

To see that these formulas, without additional constants, give the 
correct value, where E and B are expressed in emu, we may use the 
familiar derivation of Faraday^s law from the energy principle, a 
derivation that we did not give in the body of the text. In this 
derivation, the flux through a circuit is changed by deforming the 
circuit, keeping the value of B constant in time, rather than by chang- 
ing B with a constant circuit. The force exerted by the magnetic 
field on the element of length ds of wire carrying current i is t(ds X B), 
and the work done by this field, if the wire is displaced by an amount 
du, is if (ds X B) • du = • (du X ds). The quantity du X ds is a 
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vector equal in magnitude to the increment of area of the circuit, and 
pointing along the normal n to the surface spanning the circuit. Thus 
the work done, as computed above, may be rewritten fdf/B • n da). 
To do this external work, the current flowing in the wire must have 
lost a compensating amount of energy, which means that an emf 
JE • ds must have existed, satisfying the relation 

fd(/B-nda) = -fdi/E-ds, 

from which Faraday’s law follows at once. From Faraday’s law, and 
the Biot-Savart law (11), we see at once that Eq. (2.2) of Chap. VII, 
for the coefficient of self- or mutual induction, is written in unrational- 
ized emu in the form 

L or M = J I (20) 

from which we see that the formulas of Chap. VII for inductances 
can be converted to emu by dividing by the factor 

We have now seen how to express the electrical quantities in 
unrationalized esu, and the magnetic and electrical quantities in 
unrationalized emu. When wo combine these, to get Maxwell’s 
equations, it is customary not to use either of these systems of units 
consistently, but to combine them into the Gaussian units. In these 
units, we use emu for B and H, but esu for all other quantities, includ- 
ing current and charge. The electrostatic equations will then be as 
in esu, but the equations involving magnetic quantities will be changed. 
We have the relation (10) between esu and emu of charge, current, 
potential, and correspondingly of electric field. If we let 

c = 2.998 X 10^0 cm/sec, (21) 

we see that J, expressed in emu, is equal to 1/c times J expressed 
in esu, while E expressed in emu is equal to c times E expressed in esu. 
Thus Maxwell’s equations in Gaussian units become 

curl E = — i div B 0 

c di 

curl H = i “ +• 47r -j div B = 47rp, (22) 

c at c 

where we have included the displacement-current term, whose correct- 
ness may be inferred from the fact that it satisfies the equation of 
continuity, div J + dp/dt — 0. These equations are to be supple- 
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merited by the constitutive equations, 

D = KeE, B =- (23) 

where and are as given in (7), (8), and (18), and where in Gaussian 
units they are often denoted by e and /x, respectively. Ohm’s law is 
still stated in the form J ~ <rE, where the value of the conductivity cr 
is the same in Gaussian units that it is in esu. 

From Maxwell’s equations in Gaussian units, we can proceed 
to introduce the potentials, set up wave equations, and consider 
energy density and the Poynting vector. For the potentials we have 

1 

B = curl A, E = grad (p — - — ? (24) 

in which (p and A are subject to the relation 

div A + ^ = 0. (25} 

c dt 

Then we find that the potentials satisfy the following equations, if 
Ke and Km are constants independent of position: 

4irp 

ICe 

ATKm (26) 

Similar wave equations are satisfied by the components of electric 
and magnetic field. They show that, in a region containing no charge 
or current, waves will be propagated with a velocity c/ verify- 
ing our earlier statement that c represents the velocity of light in 
empty space. In a conducting medium in which J = crE, and in 
which the charge density is zero, we have instead of (25) 

divA+— ^ + ™-- 

and instead of (26) 

V2 -- ^ _ KeKm dV 

^ di dt^ 

with a similar equation for A, 

When we consider plane wave solutions of the wave equation, 
'we find that in empty space E (in esu) is numerically equ^ to H 
(in emu) In a medium in which Ke and are different from unity, 


= 0 , 

( 27 ) 

= 0 , 

( 28 ) 


vv 


V2A 


iCelivi d V 

d^A 
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v/k<,E is numerically equal to In a conducting medium, 

propagating a wave with angular frequency w, k, is replaced by 

4:T1(T 

Kf 

0) 


SO that v^Ke — i-rja/co E is equal to and the complex index of 

refracuon, instead of being V /Ce/c,n, equals — Aicjcr/^), From 

these formulas, the properties of reflection from conducting surfaces^ 
skin depth, etc., can easily be found, but it should be remembered 
that in Gaussian units we must use cr in esu. 

From Ma,xwelFs equations we can prove Poynting’s theorem, which 
proves to be 


div 




^ (E X H) 



A 

Stt 


(k,e^ + Kjn 


-E.J. (29) 


From this we infer that Poynting’s vector, in unrationalized Gaussian 
units, is (c/47r)(E X H), and the electric- and magnetic-energy densi- 
ties are KeE^/STv and respectively. We note from our relation 

between the magnitudes of E and iJ, mentioned above, that the 
magnetic- and electric-energy densities in a plane wave are equal to 
each other. Applying this result to a spherical solution of the wave 
equation, we find that the rate of radiation from a dipole of amplitude 
Mj angular frequency w, is 

Jsda = ^, ( 30 ) 

analogous to Eq. (4.2), Chap. XII. Similarly the scattering cross 
section of a scattering electron, analogous to (5.3), Chap, XII, is 

_ Stt Y 

We have now indicated the equivalent, in unrationalized Gaussian 
units, of many of the most important formulas that have been encoun- 
tered in mks units in the body of the text. Next we consider the 
practical units. These are based on the emu, but differ from them 
by arbitrary powers of 10, chosen to make the practical units of con- 
venient size. The two most fundamental units are the ampere and 
the volt. These are arbitrarily defined by the following equations: 

1 ampere - emu of current 
1 volt = 10® emu of potential 


( 32 ) 
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It follows from this that in the practical system the rate of working, 
or power, when 1 amp flows through a potential difference of 1 volt, 
is 10^ ergs/sec, or 1 joule/sec, or 1 watt, so that power in the practical 
system is measured in watts. The coulomb is of course defined in 
terms of the ampere, and the unit of electric field is ordinarily the 
volt per centimeter. Using (10), we see that 

1 esu of charge = 2 998^x W ' coulombs, 

1 esu of potential = 299.8 volts. (33) 

We see by dividing that 

1 ohm = 10“ emu of resistance 

"" (2.998)-^ X 10^ resistance. (34) 

From Coulomb^s law (1) we now see that the force between two 
charges q and g'j expressed in coulombs, at a distance of separation r, 
measured in centimeters, is F = (2.998)- X lO^^qq^r^ dynes or 
(2.998)- X IQ^^qq'/r^ newtons. If r is measured in meters, the force is 

F = (2.998) X 10“^ newtons. (35) 

This is identical with Eq, (2,2) of Chap. I, F = qq'/^'^^or^j so that 
en = l/[47r X (2,998)2 X 10»] - 8.85 X as in Eq, (2.1) of Chap. 

L We note that (2.2) of Chap. I, which is the basis of our treatment 
of electrostatics in rationalised inks units, nevertheless uses as a 
unit the coulomb, which is an unrationalized unit, being based on the 
imrationalized emu. The factor 4^ which appears in the definition 
of €() compensates for this. 

Similarly from the law (9) of force between two current elements, 
we see that the force between lengths dsi and dso of wire carrying 
currents of fi and ^ 2 , in amperes, at distance r, is 

kl 

- in-Nl X (dsa X r)] 

J-O 6 17.2 j^|3 

These formulas hold whether distances are in centimeters or in meters, 
since the dimensions of length cancel. Thus we verify Eq. (1.4) of 
Chap. V, in which we see that mo must be defined as in Eq. (1.2), 
Chap. V. When we come to magnetic fields, we find that the unit in 


dynes 

newtons. (36) 
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actual use is the gauss, which as we have seen is the emu of magnetic 
induction B. If then we have a current ?, in amperes, flowing in a 
length ds of wire, in centimeters, in a magnetic induction B, in gausses^ 
the force dF, in dynes, is 

dF = X B) dynes. 

Similarly if ds is in meters, dF in newtons, we have 
dF — 10”^^Xds X B) newtons. 

It is evident that to eliminate the numerical factor in the inks 
system w'e must use a unit of B 10^ times as large as the gauss. This 
unit is the weber per square meter. 

The weber is a unit of flux, not of magnetic induction. It is a 
practical unit, based on Faraday ^s law: a time rate of change of flux 
of 1 weber /sec through a circuit induces an emf of 1 volt in that 
circuit. We recall, however, that a time rate of change of flux of 
1 gauss/sec through an area of 1 sq cm induces an emf of 1 emu. 
Since 1 volt = 10® emu, this means that it requires a change of flux 
of 10® gausses per second flowing through an area of 1 sq cm, or of 
10‘^ gausses/sec flowing through 1 sq m, to induce 1 volt. In other 
words, 

1 weber/sq cm = 10® gausses, 

1 weber/sq m = 10^ gausses. (37) 

Thus we establish the relation between the weber and the gauss. 

We have now discussed the practical units of electrical and mag- 
netic quantities. At the same time, we have established the laws of 
force between charges and currents, and the other fundamental 
relations on which our treatment of the mks units in the text is based. 
We have not taken up the lucky accident by which the powers of 
10 in terms of which the practical units of current and voltage are 
related to the emu, and the powers of 10 by which the meter and the 
newton are related to the centimeter and the dyne, are just such 
that they can be combined into a consistent set of units involving no 
powers of 10 in the final equations. This is in fact an accident, but 
when advantage is taken of it, we are led to the set of units taken 
up in the main discussion in the text. This set of units is still unfamil- 
iar to many readers, who were brought up to use the Gaussian units. 
The writers believe firmly that the mks units are to be preferred 
to the Gaussian units, not only for practical calculations, but for all 
purposes. The equations expressed in terms of mks units are certainly 
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no more complicated, and in many ways they are simpler, than those 
expressed in terms of Gaussian units. To that is added the great 
advantage that, whenever results are to be translated into practice, 
the units to be used in the mks system are those in practical use, 
whereas in the Gaussian system they are all unfamiliar, and a con- 
version table must be used. The only constants that need be remem- 
bered in the mks system are €o and juo, and these have definite physical 
meanings: €o measures the capacity of a condenser whose plates are 
each 1 m square, and 1 m apart; /xo measures the self-inductance, per 
meter length, of a transmission line consisting of two parallel-plane 
conductors, each 1 m broad, spaced 1 m apart. (Each of these defini- 
tions, of course, implies suitable conductors outside those in question, 
to prevent fringing of fields.) 
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Fourier theorem may be stated as follows: Given an arbitrary 
function (p{x). Then [unless ^(x) contains an infinite number of dis- 
continuities in a finite range, or similarly misbehaves itself], we can 
write 


where 


<pix) 
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A. 

Bn 


X 

n=l 

( 

27rna: 
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rx/2 

tp{x) cos 
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2Tnix 

X . 

1 -X/2 

<p(x) sin 
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. 2Tr7ix\ 
sm ~Y~j 


( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 


This equation holds for values of x between —X/2 and X/2, but not 
in general outside this range. The series of sines and cosines is 
called Fourier^s series/^ There are two sides to the proof of Fourier^s 
theorem. First, we may prove that, if a series of sines and cosines 
of this sort can represent the function, then it must have the coeffi- 
cients we have given. This is simple, and we shall cany it through. 
But second, we could show that the series we so set up actually repre- 
sents the function. That is, we should investigate the convergence 
of the series, show that it does converge, and that its sum is the 
function (pix). This second part we shall omit, merely stating the 
results of the discussion. 

Let us suppose that <p{x) is represented by a series as in (1), and 
ask what values the A^s and B's must have if the equation is to be true. 
Multiply both sides of the equation by cos (2irmx/X), where m is an 
integer, and integrate from —X/2 to X/2. We then have 

rx /2 27 rmx , / Ao irmx 

/ <p{x) cos — ax — I -H- cos 

J -x /2 X. J -x /2 \ ^ ^ 

, V A %tnx %r'mx , V * 27r?ia: 2irmx\ , 

^ ""X^ Z/ 

n n 
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But we can easily show by direct integration that 



27 rnx 

cos COS 


27rmx 


dx — 0 


if n and m are integers, unless n = m, and that 



. 2t71X 

sm 


cos 


27rmx 

X" 


dx = 0 


if n and m are integers. Thxis all terms on the right of (3) are zero 
except one, for which 7 i = The first term falls in with this rule, 
when we remember that cos 0 = 1. This one term then gives us 


A 


n 



2wnx 

"X" 


dx 


An 


X 

2' 


as we can readily show. Plence 


An 



2Tnx 

‘~X' 


dx. 


In a similar way, multiplying by sin (2Tma:/X), we can prove the 
formula for Bn. 

We have thus shown that, if a function ^{x) is to be represented 
]>y a series (1), the coefficients must be given by (2). We shall next 
make a few remarks about the other part of the problem, the question 
whether the series so defined really converges to represent the func- 
tion <p(x). In the first place, the series cannot in general represent 
the function, except in the region between — X/2 and X/2. For the 
series is periodic, repeating itself in every period, whereas the func- 
tion in general is not. Only periodic functions of this period can 
be represented in all their range by Fourier series. If we try to 
represent a nonperiodic function, the representation w^ill be correct 
within the range from -“X/2 to X/2, but the same thing will auto- 
matically repeat itself outside the range. Incidentally, we can easily 
change the range in which the series represents the function. If we 
merely change the range of integration so as to be from Xa to xq + X, 
where Xo is arbitrary, the series will represent the function w-ithin this 
range. The case we have used corresponds to xo — "“X/2; another 
choice frequently made is Xo = 0. 

We can also change the value of X, and thereby change the length 
of the range in which the series is correct. To represent a function 
through a large range of x, we may use a large value of X, In fact, 
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as X becomes infinite, the quantities ‘l-KnxjX for successive n’s become 
arbitrarily close together, and the summations involved in (1) and (2) 
may be replaced by integrations. Thus, if we let 2rna:/X equal co, 
the intei-val dco between successive values of this quantity will be 
dco - 2ir/X. We may then replace (1) by the integration 


where 




(An COS cax + Bn sin cox) dco, 



<p(i) cos 
ip(i) sin dj. 


Here we have left out the term in Ao, which becomes negligible in the 
limit. Combining, we finally have 

ip(x) = i / do) (p(^) cos — x) d^. (4) 

TT y 0 J ~ ^ 


This theorem expresses Fourier’s integral theorem, which as we see 
is merely the limiting form of Fourier’s series for infinite walue of the 
period X. 

There is an alternative form of Fourier’s theorem (1) and (2), 
expressed in terms of exponential rather than trigonometric functions, 
which is simpler to write, and for many purposes is more convenient. 
To derive it, we express the sines and cosines in (1) and (2) in complex 
exponential form. Grouping together the terms in ^^0 

terms in we find without trouble that an equivalent statement 

of the theorem is 

<p(x) = ^ 

n= ~ so 

where 

Cn^^r dx 

A J -X/2 

The terms for equal positive and negative values of n combine to 
give the sines and cosines correctl}^, and the term for n = 0 gives 
the term in Ao in (1). Though the CJs, from their definition, are 
complex, it is easily shown that, if ip(x) is real, Cn and C^n are complex 
conjugates, and the series itself is real We can easily write an expres- 


(5) 

( 6 ) 
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sion of Fourier^s integral theorem, equivalent to (4), but in exponential 
language, similar to (5) and (6). 

Although the range Avithin which a Fourier series converges to the 
value of the function it is supposed to represent is limited, as we have 
seen, to the value X, there is a compensation, in that within this range 
a Fourier series can be used to represent much worse curves than a 
power series. Thus a Fourier series can still converge, even though 
the function has a finite number of finite discontinuities. It can 
consist, for example, of one function in one part of the region, another 
in another (in this case, to carry out the integrations, we must break 
up the integral into separate integrals over these parts, and add them). 
The less serious the discontinuities, however, the better the converg- 
ence. Thus, if the function itself has discontinuities, the coefficients 
will fall off as 1/n; whei-eas, if only the first derivative has discon- 
tinuities, the coefficients will fall off as etc. Differentiating a 
function makes the convergence of a series worse, as we can see, for 
example, if a function is continuous but its first derivative is dis- 
continuous. Then the coefficients fall off as but if we differ- 
entiate, the coefficients of the resulting series will fall off as l/n. 
There is an interesting point connected with the series for a discon- 
tinuous function. If the function jumps from one value Ui to another 
W 2 at a given value of x, then the series at this point converges to the 
mean value, {ui + U 2 )/ 2 . 


Problems 

1. Expand in Fourier series the function that is equal to —x for x between 
— X/2 and 0, and equal to x for x between 0 and X/2. 

2. Expand in Fourier series the function that is equal to —1 for x between 
—X/2 and 0, and equal to 1 for x between 0 and X/2. See if this series can be 
found by differentiating the series of Prob. 1 term by term. Consider the con- 
vergence of these two series, with reference to their continuity. What happens 
if we try to differentiate again term by term? 

3. Expand in Fourier series the function that is equal to x^ for x between 
— X/2 and X/2. Compute the sum of the first four terms of this series, and see 
how good an approximation to the function you have. 

4. Expand in Fourier series the function that is equal to zero except for x 
between — ^/2 and $/2, where ^ « X, while in this region it equals unity. Discuss 
the behavior of this function in the limit as ^ becomes zero. 
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Let us assume three orthogonal coordinates qx, go, gs, so that the 
three sets of coordinate surfaces^ gi == constant; == constant, 
gs = constant, intersect at light angles, though in general the surfaces 
will be curved. Now let us move a distance dsi normal to a surface 
qx = constant. By doing so, and ga do not change, but we reach 
another surface on which qx has increased by dgi, w'hich in general is 
different from dsi. Thus, with polar coordinates, if the displacement 
is along the radius, so that r is changing, ds = dr; but if it is along a 
tangent to a circle, so that 6 is changing, ds — r dd. In general, we 
have 

dsx = hi dqij ds 2 = /12 dg 2 , dss = hz dqz, (1) 

where in polar coordinates the h connected with r is unity, but that 
connected with d is r. The first step in setting up vector operations 
in any set of coordinates is to derive these /i^s, which can be done by 
elementary geometrical methods. Thus in cylindrical coordinates, 
where the coordinates are r, <9, z, we have dsx = dr^ ds^, = r ddj dsz = dz, 
so that hi = 1, /i 2 = T, hz — 1. In spherical polar coordinates, r, <p, 
we have dsi = dr, ds^ == r dO, dsz = r sin 0 d<p, so that hi — 1, A 2 = r, 
hz — r sin 6. 

Gradient. — The component of the gradient of a scalar S in any 
direction is its rate of change in that direction. Thus the component 
in the direction 1 (normal to the surface gi = constant) is 

dS ^ (l\ (dS\ 
dsi \hij \dqi/ 

with similar formulas for the other components. Thus in cylindrical 
coordinates we have 

j « 1 dS . ^ dS .cy\ 

gradr -S = ^ ^ 7 Je' ^ 

and in spherical coordinates we have 



grad^ S = 
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Divergence. — ^Let us apply the divergence theorem to a small 
volume element dV = dsi ds2 dss, bounded by coordinate surfaces at 
Qh Qi + dqu etc. If we have a vector A, with components Ax, A2, Az 
along the three curvilinear axes, the flux into the volume over the face 
at Qij whose area is ds2 dss, is (Ai dsg and the corresponding 

flux out over the opposite face is (Ai ds2 ds 3 ) 5 ,+drit, \vhere w-enote 
that the area ds2dsz changes with qi as well as the flux density Ai. 
Thus the flux out over these two faces is 


(Ai ds2 dsz) dqi = (AiIhIh) dqi dq^ dqz 
oqi oqi 


^ 

"hih^hz dqi 


(A 1/1 2/^3) dv. 


Proceeding similarly with the other pairs of faces, and setting the 
whole outward flux equal to div A dv, we have 


div A = 


1 


I {AJi,k>) + A (AJiJh) + A {AMi,) 

l^qi ^q% 


hilnh 

Thus in cylindrical coordinates we have 


r A ^ d . . . I dAo . dAz 

div A = - (rAr) d ^ 

r dr r dd dz 


and in spherical coordinates 

div A = i I- (rU.) + -4-2 ~ (sin 6 Ae) + -4^ 

r- dr ^ ' r sm 6 de ^ ' r sin d d<p 


(4) 


(5) 


( 6 ) 


Laplacian. — Writing the Laplacian of a scalar S as div grad jS, 
and placing Ai = gradi S, etc., in the expression for div A, we have 

^ r d / hjiz dS \ , d / hzhi d/S \ . d / hji^ dS \ 

/iiWis \ hi dqij dq2\ /12 dq2/ dga \ hz dqz/ ^ 


Thus in cylindrical coordinates we have 


r* d¥ dz^ 


and in spherical coordinates 

= ■ 1 

r® dr\ dr) 


v^s 


+ 


r® sin 6 dd 


(“'f) 


4 " 




r® sin^ B d<p^ 


( 8 ) 


(9) 


Curl. — We apply Stokes’s theorem to an approximately rectangular 
area bounded by qi, qi + dqi, qi, q^ + dqt. The line integral of a 
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vector A about the circuit is 

dsi + A 2(51 + dqi,q 2 ) ds^ — Ai(r/i,g2 + dq^) dsi — A^iq^q^) rfss. 
This is approximately equal to 


2) 


{h,A^) 


dq, 

Since this must be curb A ds\ ds^y we have 


dqi dq2. 


( 10 ) 


curls A 


1 

hih^ 


with similar expressions for the other components. Thus in cylindrical 
coordinates we have 

1 dA, dAe 

r dd dz 

dX _ dA^ 

dz dr 


curb A 
curb A 
curb A 


r dr 




I Mr 

' r ee' 


( 12 ) 


and in spherical coordinates 

1 d 


curb A — 
curb A = 


r sin 6 66 
1 ^ 
r sin 6 d<p 


(sin 6 A 


1 dAe 


curl, A = ^ (Ms) 


_ 

r dr 
1 dAr 
r 66 


r sin 6 dtp 


(rA,) 


(13) 






APPENDIX V 
SPHERICAL HARMONICS 


In Chap. Ill, we considered the solution of Laplace^s equation in 
spherical coordinates, and showed that the solution may be written 
as a product of a function of r, a function of dj and a function of ip. 
The function of <p is sin nxip or cos and the function 0 of i9 satisfies 
the differential equation 

1 d(. dB\ 

sin^d^ \ ^ cIq) 

We showed that the function 0 could be written in the form 

0 ^ ^ljy7n ^ gQg2 i9 4- ^4 COS‘^ 0 + • • •) 

or 

~ sin”' ^(Ai + Az cos® 0 + As cos^ ^ (2) 

where 

{n + 1)(»^ + 2) 

An 4-2 l{l + 1) - (m + n){m + n + 1)* 

We found further that if I is an integer one or the other of the series 
in (2) breaks off to form a polynomial. On the other hand, we stated 
^vithout proof that, if the series does not break off, it leads to a func- 
tion that becomes infinite when cos 0 = ± 1, so that such a function 
cannot be used for expanding solutions of Laplace^s equation that 
remain finite at cos 0 = ±1. Thus it is only the polynomial solutions 
that are usually of use. 

These polynomials, expressed in a certain form, with suitably 
chosen values of the coefficients, are the associated Legendre poly- 
nomials. They are ordinarily expressed, not as in (2) in a series of 
increasing powers of cos but in a series of descending powers, start- 
ing with the term of highest power. In this form, they are defined as 


Kl + 1) 




0 - 0 . 


( 1 ) 


Pf (cos 0) 

+ 

+ 


sin”' d{2l ) ! 


m\{i 

{I — m){l — m 


(cos 0) 


m ) ! 

■ 1)(/ - m 


E—m , 


{I - m){l 


m 


1 ) 


2{2l 
2)il - m - 3) 


(-mi 


2-H2l~ l)(2^ 
m){l — m — 1) 


3) 


- 1 ) 
(cos 


(cos 6) 


i— -wj—a 


2-4 


{2p)i2l - l)i2l - 3) 


- ?'■ ■fa -%¥ i) 

+ -■•]. (4) 
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To show the identity of this expression with (2), we need merely show 
that the ratio of successive coefficients is as given in (3). To do this 
we may identify the terra in (cos e)'-- 2? (4) the term in 
(cos e)”* in (2), and the term in (cos 0)i-»-2p+2 in (4) with that in 
(cos 8)’'+^ in (2). Doing this, taking the ratio of coefficients from (4), 
we find easily that it is the same as given by (3), so that (4) forms a 
legitimate way of writing the solution (2). The constant factor 
multiplying the series in (4) is chosen to simplify certain formulas. 

For certain purposes it is more convenient to let cos 9 = x, and 
to express the associated Legendre polynomials in terms of x. The 
equation (1), when expressed in terms of x, is 




Ki + 1 ) 




1 -- 


0 = 0. 


(5) 


The function (4) can be written in a form that is sometimes useful, 
and that can be justified directly from the differential equation (5). 
This is 


Pf(x) 


_L 

2n\ 


[I — 




(x^ - 1 )^ 


( 6 ) 


From the form (6), we can arrive at the expression (4) by expanding 
(x^ — 1)^ in binomial expansion, and carrying out the differentiation 
term by term. The Legendre functions are the special case of (4) or 
(6) for which m = 0. They are often denoted Pi(cos d) or Pi{x). 

The associated Legendre polynomials have many important prop- 
erties, but for our present purposes the most useful ones are their 
orthogonality and normalization relations. It can be proved that 


Pf{x)Pl^{x) dx 0 il I 9^ n 


{l + ni)l. 


21+ I {I -m)' 


if I = (7) 


This relation can be used in the following way to satisfy boundary 
conditions over the surface of a sphere, in solutions of Laplace^s 
equation: As we see from Eq, (3,3), Chap. Ill, such a solution can be 
expressed as a function of the angle by 


^ = y pp (cos 6) {Aim sin m<p + Bim cos m<p). (8) 

h!i 

In this summation, I is to go from 0 to infinity, m from 0 to ? (for from 
our definitions we see that m can never be greater than 1). Let us 



226 


ELECTROMAGNETISM 


suppose that the sum (8) is to be a specified function of B and (p, which 
we may write ^^ 0(008 B,ip), Let us then multiply both sides of (8) by a 
particular function, say Pp(cos B) sin and integrate over all solid 
angles (which amounts to integrating over the surface of the sphere). 
The element of solid angle is sin B dB dip. If we let x = cos By we have 
dx = — sin 0 do. Thus we have 

Jli d<pPl{x) sin nip ^ 

Im 

sin n(p{Ahn sin m<p + Bim cos m<p) dip. 

Because of the orthogonality of the sines and cosines, the integral 
over ip on the right is zero unless n = m, in which case it is TvAhn. 
Setting n = m, the integral over x on the right is zero, because of (7), 
unless Z = p, in which case its value is given by (7). Thus we have 

27r {I -f“ y/l) ! . j ryn/ \ • t f NJ /rw 

2^ j I J I Jo ^ ^ dip. (9) 

In a similar way we can find a formula for Bin,. 
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The properties of multipoles can be conveniently considered either 
in rectangular or in spherical coordinates. We shall give both types 
of discussion, later indicating briefly the relation between them. 
First we define the dipole and quadrupole moments of a distribution 
of charges. Suppose we have a collection of point charges, all located 
near the origin. Let the tth charge be c;, and let it bo located at a 
point with coordinates Ji, ij,, fi. Then the dipole moment is a vector, 
which we may denote by wth components 

i i i 

It is easy to see that this is consistent with the definition of dipole 
moment given in the text, by considering for instance a dipoie con- 
sisting of a charge +6 at point d along the x axis, and charge —e at 
the origin; its dipole moment is then a vector along the x axis, of 
magnitude ed. Similarly the quadrupole moment is a tensor, (The 
reader unfamiliar with tensor notation will find a discussion in Appen- 
dix V of Mechanics^ by J, C. Slater and N. H. Frank, McGraw-Hill 
Book Company, Inc., New York, 1947.) We may denote it by 
and its components are 



= 

y] diVi, 

Pi? = 

i 


% 


i 



= 



(2) 


t i i 


In a similar way one can define an octopole moment whose com- 
ponents are products of three displacements, and which therefore has 
three subscripts, etc. 

We encounter the various moments of the charge distribution both 
in finding the field of the distribution at distant points, and in finding 
its potential energy in an arbitrary potential field. The electrostatic 
potential ^ at point x, arising from the charge distribution, by 
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Coulomb’s law, is 



(3) 


where pi — + ( 2 / + (z — ft) Assuming that Xj y, 

z are larger than fi, ft, we may expand 1 /pt, in (3), in Taylor’s series 
ti- doing this, we must take the derivatives of pt with 
respect to |t, )?t, ft, and then set these quantities equal to zero. We 
note, however, that the derivative of pi vdth respect to is the nega- 
tive of its derivative with respect to .r, etc. We may then replace 
the derivatives by the negative derivatives of r = V^i;- + y- + 
with respect to x, z. Proceeding in this way, wo find that 



4. 1 
r 2 


-fi) ^ 

dx 

d^l/r) 

dx“ 

2) 

dx dy 


JL .nO) ^yA) ^ ^(1) 


^ 2 dy- 


dz J 

1 ,..f(l/r) 


-X_ A vy(2) 




,f2) 4. pC 


dy dz 


.( 2 . W!;) 4 


dz dx 


. (4) 


Here the first term represents the potential of the total charge, as 
if it were concentrated at the origin, the next three terms represent 
the potential of the dipole moment, the next of the quadrupole moment, 
etc. 

The expression (4) is easier to interpret if we note the form of the 
various derivatives. We have 


d(l/?0 ^ ^ d^ {l/r) _ _ 1 4 . _ Zxy 

dx dx^ r® r"' ’ dy 

with similar formulas for the other derivatives. Thus we see tha,t 
the potential arising from the dipole moment is 

_ 1 K'X + 

(5) 


In the numerator we have the scalar product of the dipole moment 
and the radius vector; since this is the magnitude of the dipole moment, 
times r, times the cosine of the angle between, we verify Eq. (5.1) of 
Chap. Ill for the potential of a dipole. We note further that the 
potential arising from a dipole is proportional to l/r^ times a function 
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of the angle, and by examination of ( 4 ) and ( 5 ) we find similarly that 
the potential arising from a quadrupole is proportional to l/r’ times 
a function of angle, with correspondingly increasing exponents of the 
inverse powers for the higher multipoles. 

The type of expansion rve have used can be employed to find the 
potential energy of a charge distribution in an external field. Let there 
be a potential function i^{x,y,z) arising from charges external to the 
distribution we are considering. Then the potential energy of the 
distribution in this external field is 


V - 



l 




(6) 


Expanding by Taylor's theorem, this becomes 


= (S to + P"’ fy + 


dz 


^ 2 dx- ^ 2 dy^ 








4- p® -L „t2) 


dx dy 


dy dz ^ dz dx ^ 


. ( 7 ) 


We note that the dipole terms in the potential energy form the scalar 
product of the dipole moment and the gradient of the potential, or 
the negative of the scalar product of dipole moment and electric 
field. By investigating the change of "F, in ( 7 ), when the charge 
distribution is given a translation or a rotation, we can find the 
forces and torques acting on the charge distribution. We find, of 
course, that there is no net force acting on a dipole in a uniform field; 
the force arises only %vhen the field strength varies with position. 
There is, however, cleaidy a torque acting on a dipole in a uniform 
field, tending to force the dipole into parallelism with the field. 

We shall now express the foi’mulation of the potential arising from 
a charge distribution in spherical polar coordinates. Let the coordi- 
nates of the charge Ci be n, di^ (pi, and the coordinates of the point 
where we wish to find the potential r, 0, p. Then, waiting rr, y, z, 
?x, Vi) fp in terms of spherical coordinates, we find that the distance 
between the point r, 0, (p, and the point rf, 0?, <pi where the iih. charge is 
located is 

pi = — 2m[cos 0 cos 0i + sin 0 sin di cos {95 — 931)] + rf. (8) 

We then substitute in (3) to get the potential. In deriving this, 
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we shall make use of a very important theorem relating to spherical 
harmonics, whose proof we shall not give. This is the following: 


1_ 

Pi 


^ ^1 j^^’Kcos e)Pi{cos Oi) 

I 

+ 2 ^ ^^-qj-^^P|'‘(cos e)P”(cos Oi) cos m{(p — <pi) 

m~l 


(9) 


if r > Ti. This expansion suggests setting up the following quantities, 
which serve as the various components of multipole moments in 
spherical coordinates : 


Vo 


• X 


(cos di) 


A/ {I + m)\ 


eirjPp(cos di) cos rntpi 


Vti = 2 


^ I All c,-?iPr(cos di) sin m<pi. 


{I + m)! 


(10) 


We shall point out the nature of these quantities later, and shall 
show that tho.se for I = 1 describe the dipole moment, those for f = 2 
the quadrupole moment, etc. In terms of them, the potential is then 


= _Ly_L 

47r€o 


'pfPiiQQ^ e) 


I 

+ ^ [pS?,i^r(cos d) cos niip + pS. 2 ^r(cos B) sin (11) 


Let us now examine the expression (ll), to find its significance. 
The term in / == 0 is very simple. Remembering, as follows from 
Appendix V, that Po(cos B) = 1, it is 



47r€o T 


expressing the potential of the total charge, as in the first term of (4). 
For the term in Z = 1, we have Pi (cos B) ^ cos P|(cos B) = sin B, 
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Then 

- 

P\\ = 

Pi^ ^ 




( 12 ) 


Thus these three quantities are the components of the dipole moment, 
as we have defined them previously. Substituting in (11), we find 
that the term for Z = 1 reduces to exactly the expression (5), when 
we remember that x == r sin 0 cos <py y = r sin d sin <pj z - r cos 6. 
In a similar way we can identify the terms in Z = 2 in (11) with the 
quadrupole terms in the rectangular case, though this identification 
is not so simple as with the dipole, and involves a paradox, in that 
there are only five components of the form given in (10), whereas we 
found six components of the quadrupole moment in (2). The paradox 
becomes resolved when we wTite out the potential in detail in both 
coordinate systems. Proceeding in a similar way, we see that the 
term of (11) corresponding to each value of Z expresses the potential 
arising from a particular multipole. 



APPENDIX VII 
BESSEL’S FUNCTIONS 
Bessel’s equation is 

and its solutions are Z = Z = By expanding Z in 

power series^ we may show that 

H (i)” - ^1)1 (iF + siisrWi (F* ■ ■ • 

where the coefficient of the first term is chosen according to an arbi- 
trary convention. There is no similarly simple expansion for the 
Neumann function Nm(z); it requires not only terms in positive and 
negative powers of but also logarithmic terms. For No(z), the 
leading term for small values of z is the logarithmic term: 

lim Noiz) = - (In z - 0.11693). 

s — >0 ^ 

For the higher values of m, the term in inverse powers of z is the 
leading term for small z: 

lim N„(z) = ~ (ff, m > 0. (3) 

r \z/ ^ ^ 

For values of z large compared with m, the Bessel and Neumann func- 
tions have asymptotic expressions as follows: 

T . , , [2 ( 2m + 1 \ 

hm ^ — cos I 2 ! TT h 

2—+ 00 \ TTZ ^ ^ J 

to HJA - ^ sin (* - (4) 

An important relation connecting the Bessel and Neumann functions is 
N,„-l(3)/m(z) - N„(Z)/^1(Z) = -• 
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An important relation gives J^iz) as an integral: 


Mz) 

where j = V — l- 


r 

27 rr* Jo 


gl'ScMtt cog (jfiw) dw, 


In addition to these relations, there are a group of important 
relations holding equally well for either the Bessel or Neumann func- 
tions, and which we shall therefore state in terms of Z^iz), meaning 
by this either Jm(.z) or Nm{z). For the Bessel functions, most of 
these relations can be proved without difficulty from the series repre- 
sentation. The relations are more general, however, in that they apply 
to the Neumann functions as well, and can be proved directly from the 
properties of the differential equation. They are the following: 


Z, 


.^(z) + Z„+x(2) = ^ ZM 

Z-m{z) = (— if m is integral 
^ ZUz) = I [Z^i{z) - Z»+i(2)] 

^ [2r’»z„(z)] = -2r-™Z„.+i(z) 


/ 


Zi(z) dz 


^Z,{z) 


zZq{z) dz — zZi{z) 


I 
f 

j Zl{z)zdz = ^[ZUz) - Z„-i(z)Z„+x(z)]. 


Zl(z)zdz=^YZl{z) ^Z\{z)] 


In Chap. XII; Sec. 2; we introduced spherical Bessel and Neumann 
functions, defined by the equations (2.1) of that chapter. We showed 
in Eq. (2.2) of that chapter that they can be expressed in terms of 
algebraic and trigonometric functions; we found their asymptotic 
behavior in (2.3), and their behavior for small z in (2.4), all of that 
chapter. These properties can be easily derived from the relations 
we have already given. For the series representation, we must 
modify (2) for nonintegral values of m, replacing ml where it appears 
in that equation by the gamma function T(m + 1), where the gamma 
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function satisfies the functional relation 

r(m + 1) = mV{m)^ 

and where TQ4) = V^r. With this modification, (2) and (3) lead 
to Eq. (2.4), Chap. XII. The asymptotic behavior for large z given 
in Eq. (2.3), Chap. XII, follows directly from (4). To prove the 
trigonometric nature of the functions, we can first find jo(3) and no{z) 
directly, showing that as given in (2.2), Chap. XII, they are given by 
(sin x)/x and (cos x)/x^ respectively. To do this, we can substitute 
the corresponding functions /i/ 2 (-) and A^/ 2 ( 2 ), defined from them by 
(2.1), Chap. XII, directly in BesseFs equation (1), and show that it is 
satisfied. Then we can derive the functions of higher index from 
these by the relation 

which we have given above, leading immediately to the algebraic and 
trigonometric nature of the higher functions, as well as to the explicit 
values for the functions., 



SUGGESTED REFERENCES 

Electromagnetic theory is too large a subject to be treated com- 
pletely in a single volume, and we give a few references in the present 
section, which the student familiar with this book can refer to, without 
too great difficulty. In the first place, the reader of inadequate 
preparation wish to review his elementary electromagnetism tind 
optics, and can use, for example, Introduction to Electricity mid Optics^ 
by N.H. Frank (McGra^v-Hill). 

For general mathematical training and background, the student 
will first want texts on advanced calculus, such as Treatise on Advanced 
Calculus j by P. Franklin (Wiley), or Advanced Calculus, by E.B. Wil- 
son (Ginn). More advanced texts on analysis will be helpful, such as 
Mathematical Analysis, by Goursat and Hedrick (Ginn), Particllc 
Diffei^cntialglcichungeri der Phijsik, by Riemann and Weber (Rosen- 
berg), or Higher Mathematics, by R.S. Burington and C.C. Torrance 
(McGraw-Hill). Several texts on mathematics for special purposes 
are valuable: Applied Afathematics for Engineers and Physicists, by 
L.A. Pipes (McGraw-Hill); The Maihemaiics of Physics and Chemidry, 
by H. Margenau and G.M. Murphy (Van Nostrand); and Maike- 
niatical Methods for Engineering, by T, von Karmdn and M.A. Biot 
(McGraw-Hill). 

Among more specialized mathematical texts in the fields of particu- 
lar importance to electromagnetism are Introduction to Higher Algebra, 
by M. Bocher (Macmillan) ; Ordinary Differential Equations, by E.L. 
Ince (Dover); Fourier Series and Spherical Harmonics, by W.E. 
Byerl}" (Ginn); Newtonian Potential Function, by B.O. Peirce (Ginn); 
Fourier Series and Boundary Value Problems, by R.V. Churchill 
(McGraw-Hill); Vector Analysis, by H.B. Phillips (Wiley); and Vector 
and Tensor Analysis, hy H.V. Craig (McGraw-Hill). The standard 
volumes of tables, A Short Table of Integrals, by B.O. Peirce (Ginn) and 
Funktionentafeln, by Jahnke and Emde (Dover), will be found invalu- 
able for detailed assisi-ance in calculation. For definite integrals that 
are not given in these books, Nouvelks Tables dPiitegraJes Definics^hy 
Bierens de Haan (Stechert), will be found a source of much information. 

A number of general texts on theoretical physics cover electro- 
magnetic theory among other topics. Among these we may mention 
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Introduction to Theoretical Physics, by L. Page (Van Nostrand); Theo- 
retical Physics, by G. Joos (Stechert) ; Introduction to Theoretical Physics, 
by A. Haas (Constable); Introduction to Mathematical Physics, by 
R. A. Houstoun (Longmans) ; and Principles of Mathematical Physics, 
by W.V. Houston (McGraw-Hill). Two longer treatises on theoretical 
physics, in several volumes, may also be mentioned: Introduction to 
Theoretical Physics, by M. Planck (Macmillan), an English translation 
of a well-kno^vn German text, and Einfilhrung in die theoretische 
Physik, by C. Schaefer (De Gruyter). The last two works go a good 
deal more into detail than is possible in the present book. 

Next ive come to a number of references dealing with the various 
branches of electromagnetic theory. Among general references, two 
standard works are Classical Electricity and Magnetism, by Abraham 
and Becker (Blackie), and The Mathematical Theory of Electricity and 
Magnetism, by J.H. Jeans (Cambridge). Treatments on approxi- 
mately the scale of the present text are given in Principles of Electricity, 
b^^ L. Page and N.L Adams (Van Nostrand), Electric Oscillations and 
Electric by G.W. Pierce (McGraw-Hill), Principles of Elec- 

tricity and Electromagnetism, by G.P. Harnwell (McGraw-Hill), and 
Static and Dynamic Electricity, by W.R. Smythe (McGraw-Hill). 
More advanced points of view are presented in Electromagnetic Theory, 
bj^ J.A. Stratton (McGraw-Hill), and Electromagnetic Waves, by S.A. 
Schelkunoff (Van Nostrand) 

A number of texts handle more specialized problems. In electron 
theory, and the theory of dielectrics and magnetic materials, there are 
Theory of Electrons, by H.A. Lorentz (B.G. Teubiier); Theory of Elec- 
tric and Magnetic Susceptibilities, by J.H. Van Vleck (Oxford); Polar 
Molecules, by P. Debye (Chemical Catalog Co.); and Introductioii to 
Fcrro7nagnctism, by F. Bitter (McGraw-Hill). The theory of wave 
guides and microwaves is handled in a number of recent texts, includ- 
ing Microwave Transmission, by J.C. Slater (McGraw-Hill); Fields 
and Waves in Modern Radio, by S. Ramo and J.R. Whinnery (Wiley); 
and Hyper and Ultrahigh Frequency Engineering, by R.I. Sarbacher 
and W.A. Edson (Wiley). The subject of optics is handled from the 
standpoint of electromagnetic theory in Lchrhuch dor Opiih, by K. 
Forsterling (S. Hirzel), and Opiik, by M. Born (Springer), Other 
standard treatments of optics are given in Fundamentals of Physical 
Optics, by F.A. Jenkins and H.E. White (McGraw-Hill), and in 
Physical Optics, by R.W. Wood (Macmillan). 
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B 

Bessel's equation and function, 140- 
142, 152-156, 232-234 
Biot-Savart law, 53-57, 63-64, 157-158 
Boundary conditions, electromagnetic 
field, 44-46, 71, 117, 137 

C 

Capacity, 21-23, 206-207 
Cavities, field in, 50-51, 75 
resonant, 145-146 
Charge density, 23 
Clausius-Mosotti law, 1 10 
Coefficients of Fourier series, 30-31, 
164-165, 217-220 
Coherence of light, 161-165 
Condenser, 21-23, 46-47 
energy of, 96 

Conduction of electricity in metals, 
electron theory of, 106, 111-112 
Conductivity, specific electrical, 85, 
111-112 

Conductor of electricity as an equi- 
potential, 15 

Constitutive equations, 85 
Continuity, equation of, 84 
Continuity conditions, electromagnetic 
wave, 117, 137 


Convergence of Fourier series, 217-220 
Coordinates, curvilinear, vector opera- 
tions in, 221-223 
Cornu’s spiral, 185-186 
Coulomb, 10-12, 214 
Coulomb’s law, 2, 12, 158 
Cross section, scattering, 160 
Curl, in curvilinear coordinates, 222-223 
of electric field, 14, 79-80, 83 
of a vector, 14, 199 
Current, density of, 61 
displacement, 83-85 
surface, 67 

Curvilinear coordinates, vector opera- 
tions in, 221-223 
Cutoff in wave guide, 129, 146 

D 

D’Alembert’s equation, 88 
solution of, 169-173 
Demagnetizing factor, 73-75 
Density, charge, 23 
current, 61 

of energy in electromagnetic field, 
95-103, 213 
Diamagnetism, 65 
Dielectric constaxit, 43-44, 105-114 
relation of to polarization, 43-44 
Dielectrics, 41-52, 105-114 
typos of, 41-42 
Diffz-action, 175-192 
Dipole and dipole moment, electric, 
35-42, 227-231 
magnetic, 59, 70 
oscillating, 157-161 

Discontinuity in electromagnetic field, 
44-46, 71, 117, 137 

Dispersion, of electromagnetic waves 
in metals, 111-112 
electron theory of, 105-114 
Displacement, electric, 42-43 
Displacement current, 83-85, 21 1 
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Divergence, in curvilinear coordinates, 
222 

of electric field, 24 
of magnetic induction, 57 
of a vector, 24, 190 
Divergence tb(>orem, 200-202 
Dominant mode, 130 
Double layer, 35-39, 171 

E 

Einstein’s theory of relatifm between 
energy and mass, 101 
Electric conductivity, 100, 111-112 
Electric displacement, 42-43, 206 
Electric field, 1-52, 206 
in a spherical cavity, 52 
Electric images, 16-17, 47-49 
Electromagnetic field, energy in, 95- 
103 

of oscillating dipoles, 157-161 
wave equation for, 91 
Electromagnetic induction, 7S-83, 210- 
211 

Electromagnetic units, 208-211 
Electromagnetic wwes, 90-95, 103 
in metals, 90-95, 103, 111-112 
polarization of, 124 
reflection and refraction of, 117-128 
spherical, 148-165 
Electromotive force, 79-81 
Electron, 11 
radius of, 101, 160 

Electron theory and dispersion, 105-114 
Electrostatic field, energy in, 95-103, 
213 

Electrostatic potential, 14-18, 80-88 
Electrostatic problems and potential 
theory, 11-52 

Electrostatic units, 205-208 
Ellipsoid, magnetized, 75-75 
Energy, electrical, 95-103, 213 
magnetic, 97-103, 213 
Equation of continuity, 84 
Equipotential surfaces, 15-17 

F 

Farad, 11 

Faraday’s induction law, 3, 78-83, 
210-211 


Fermi statistics, 114 
Ferromagnetism, 66-67, 72-77 
Field Electric field; Electromag- 
netic field; Elec ti'osta tic field; 
Magnetic field) 

Flux, magnetic, 79-80 
Force on charge and current, 10, 54-55 
205-206 

Fourier series, 30-31, 164-105, 217-220 
Fraunhofer diffraction, 180-192 
Frosm'l diffraction, 1S0-1S7 
Fresnel equations for reflection, 6, 
120-128 

Fresnel integrals, 185 
Fresnel zones, 173-178 

G 

Gauss, 54 

Gauss’s theorem, 3-4, 19-21, 34 
Gaussiaii units, 211-213 
Generalized coordinates, vector opera 
tions in, 211-223 

Gradient, in curvilinear coordinate's, 
221 

of a scalar, 14, 198-199 
Green’s distribution, 38-39 
Green’s method for differential equa- 
tions, 25-26, 38-39 
Green’s theorem, 25, 170 

H 

Henry, 64 

Hertz electric waves, 7, 93 
Hertz vector, 166 
Huygens’ principle, 5, 167-178 
Hysteresis, 73-77 

I 

Images, method of, 16-17, 47-49 
Impedance, wave, 95 
Index of refraction, 105-114 
Induction, electromagnetic, 78-83, 210- 
211 

Induction vector, magnetic, 54-77 
Intensity, of electric field, 10 
of magnetic field, 69 
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L 

Laplace’s equation, 4, 23-27, 29-40, 
44, 168-173 

Laplacian in curvilinear coordinates, 
31, 222 

l.eakage, magnetic, 75-77 
Legendre polynomials, associiiL'd, 32- 
■ 34, 152, 224-226 

Legendre’s equation, 32, 152, 224-220 
Lines of force, 15-17 
lippmau fringes, 132 
Lorenz-Lorentz law, 110 

M 

kiagnetic Held, 53-77, 209-210 
Magnetism, 53-77, 209-210 
Magnetization vector, B7-70, 209-210 
Magneioinotive f<»rce, 75-77 
Maxwell’s equations, 2-7, 43, 58, 85- 
86, 94-95, 148-149, 211 
Metals, classi(‘al olectron theory of, 
111-112 

plane waves of light in, 90-95, 103, 
111-112 

reflection of light from, 125-128 
Method of images, 16-17, 47-49 
Modes in wave guide, 129 
iMolecular refract ivity, UO 
Multiple-valued potential, 62 
IMuitipoles, 36, 227-231 
Mutual inductance, S0-S2, 211 

N 

Neumann functions (.sec Bessel’s equa- 
tion) 

Newton’s law of motion, 1 
Normal incidence, reflection coefficient 
at, 119-120 

0 

Oersted, 3, 53 
Ohm, 214 

Ohm’s law, 1 5, 208 
in .differential form, 85 
Open circuits, 83-85 
Optics, 90-128, 148-194 


Oscillating dipole, radiation from, 157- 
161 

Oscillator strength, 110 

P 

ParalleLplate condenser, 21-22, 206 
Paramagnetism, 65 
Permeability, magnetic, 69-70 
Permittivity, 43 

Phase change in total reflection, 124 
Plane waves, 90-95, 103 
reflection and refraction of, 117-128 
Poisson’s equation, 4, 23-27, 31, 63 
Polarizability, 37, 44 
Polarization, of dielectric, 42-46 
of light, 124 

Polynomials, Legendre, 32, 152, 224-226 
Potential, electrostatic, 14-18, 86-88 
inagneto.static, 57-02 
retarded, 168-173 
scalar, 14-18, 86-88 
vector, 62-64, 82-83, 86-88 
Poyntiug’s vector, 99-103 
practical units for, 213-215 
Products of vectors, 196-198 
Progressive waves, 90-95, 103 
PiX)pagation constant, 91-92, 126-127 

Q 

Quadrupoles, 227-231 
Quantum theory, 7-9, 112-114 

R 

Radiation, electromagnetic, 90-103, 
148-165 
Rayleigh, 130 
Rayleigh scattering, 160 
Reflection, 117-128 
Pteiraction, 117-128 
index of, 105-114 
Relativity, theory of, 9 
R(‘laxation time, 89 
Resistance, specific, 85, 111-112 
Resolving power, grating, 192 
of a lens, 189-100 
Resonance scattering, 161 
Resonant cavity, 135, 145-146 
Retarded potential, 168-173 
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S 


T 


potential, 14-18, 86~S8 

product, 196-197 

ing of light, 164-156, 159-16t5 

luctancc, SO-83, 211 

bion of variables, 29-S5 

ipth, 126 

law, 118-119 

d, energy in, 98 

letic field in, 61, 71 

dispersion in, 109-1 14 

i conductivity, 85, 208 

5 inductive capacity, 43, 208 

5 resistance, 85, 208 

lI analysis of a light wave, 164- 

5 

, conducting, 35 
etric, 49-50 
ictized, 72-74 

jal electromagnetic waves, 148- 
I 

;al harmonies, 32-34, 152, 224- 

6 

dated, or associated Legendre 
polynomials, 32-34, 152, 224- 
226 

ag waves, 142-145 
s theorem, 80, 202-203 
i~charge density, 20-21 
tibiiity, electric, 44, 207-208 
aetic, 70 


Thomson^ s formula for scattering of 
light, 160-161 
Toroid, 71 

Total reflection, 123-124 
Transverse electric and magnetic 
modes, 136-142, 144-150 
Traveling waves, 90-95, 103 

U 

Unit vectors, 1 95-196 
Units, electrical, 10-12, 205-216 

V 

Vector operations in generalized coordi- 
nates, 221-223 

Vector potential, 62-64, 82-83, 86-88 
Vectors, 10, 195-204 
Velocity of light, 93 
Volt, 10-12, 213 

W 

Wave equation, 91, 139-140 
Wave guide, 129-146 
Waves, electromagnetic (see Electro- 
magnetic waves) 

Weber, 10, 64, 215 
Work, 14 

X 

X rays, 106, 160-161, 163 




